SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 31st January 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr  J A Gurney (Vice-Chairman in the Chair)






  “   N Aldis






  “   R Downing






  “   D Gale





  “   A Goss






  “   M McMurdo






  “   C Osborne






  “   M Pettitt





  “   D Sharman






  “   G White

together with the District Valuer for the East of England, Mr Mark Catley, MBDC Officer, Mr Alan Stone and One Member of the Press
1.  APOLOGIES: for absence were received from Cllrs Blaine, Frood, Mrs Gautier-Groom, Jaeger and Scott.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS   
(F63/04)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

There were none
(b) Personal interests

	Cllr Aldis
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

	Cllr Downing
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

	Cllr Gale
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

	Cllr Goss
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

	Cllr Gurney
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

	Cllr McMurdo
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC

Planning Application 04/02331/FULL
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family.
Involved in planning negotiations with the applicant.

	Cllr Osborne
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

	Cllr Pettitt
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

	Cllr Sharman
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

	Cllr White
	Planning Application 04/02015/LDC

Planning Application 05/00095/SE73
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant or her family

Member is a personal friend of the applicant


PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

6. MATTERS ARISING

(a) Planning Application 41/2001/1683 Fallowfield Estate, Shop, houses etc (5.12.01) (F41/01)

SEE PART II EXEMPT MINUTES – PART ‘A’ – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE No (F67/04)
7. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS (F68/04)

(SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE No (F68/04)

Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That TFL Truck Fitments of Bedford be instructed to undertake the supply of ramps to the LDV at a cost of £720.00.  The additional £524.00 required above the original estimate should be taken from the Interest received on the Capital Account.
14. STRATFORD ROAD INTRUDER ALARM

(F75/04)


(SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE No (F75/04))

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a) That the action taken by the Deputy Clerk in consultation with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be endorsed.

(b) That the sum of £539.00 be funded from the Contingency Account.

PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS


3.  PRESENTATION BY ALAN STONE, TECHNICAL OFFICER, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, MBDC




(F64/04)

Mr Stone gave a comprehensive presentation on the monitoring of Nitrogen Dioxide levels on the A1, which had been undertaken by Mid Beds District Council.  He said that there would be further more specific monitoring of a target area where the problem was at its height.  If the conditions then warranted it Mid Beds DC would draw up an action plan in conjunction with the Highways Agency in an attempt to rectify the problem.

Mr Stone answered questions and he told Members that Sandy has the worst conditions in the District with regard to the proximity of housing to pollutants, i.e. housing adjacent to the A1.

The Chairman thanked Mr Stone for his presentation. Mr Stone then retired from the meeting.
4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 









(F65/04)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)


5. MINUTES








(F66/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 13th December 2004  and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 17th  and 24th January 2005, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

6. MATTERS ARISING 







(F67/04)

(a)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 - Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc

(3.12.01)(F41/01)

SEE PART II - EXEMPT MINUTES – PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL, MINUTE NO (F67/04)

(b) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03)


Cllr Aldis gave a verbal report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.  Progress had not been as swift as had been hoped and the Company Secretary who was giving her time voluntarily had indicated that she would need assistance to complete the Articles of Memorandum.

Concerns were raised that the funding available for the position which had been allocated by Mid Beds District Council in 2004/2005 may not be available for 2005/2006.

RESOLVED: (a) That the situation be noted.

(b) That the Clerk be asked to write to Mid Beds District Council explaining the delays with the project and requesting that the funds be carried forward to 2005/2006.
(c) Farmers' Market (1.11.04) (F45/04).

The Deputy Clerk is continuing to investigate the possibility of establishing a Farmer’s Market in Sandy.  A written report will be submitted when investigations are complete.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(d) Trafalgar Weekend 21st - 23rd October 2005  (01.11.04) (F52/04)


The National organisers of the Trafalgar Weekend celebrations have written to advise that they will be sending their publication “Your Guide to Taking Part in the Trafalgar Weekend” to Councils in the first week of March.

RESOLVED: (a)That the situation be noted.

(b) That the guide be circulated to interested parties when it is received.
 
(e) CCTV in Sandy – Mid Beds District Council Provision 13.12.04 (F61/04)

At the meeting of MBDC Executive Committee on 19th January 2005 the CCTV budget for the whole of the District was recommended for a cut of £10,000.  Negotiations are still taking place between District Council Representatives and Sandy Security to ascertain what this will mean for the service.

It was noted that apart from the verbal support received from Inspector Maries at the town Council Meeting on 17th January 2005 the Police had not responded to the Clerk’s letter requesting support against the possible cuts in the District Council Budget. Neither had a response been received from Biggleswade Town Council.

RESOLVED: (a) That the situation be noted.
(b) That the Clerk be requested to ask Sandy Security to review the current camera locations to see if any could be better sited.
7. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS (F68/04)

2004/2005
(1) Capital Expenditure

Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle


The Deputy Clerk HADascertained that Groundcare Machinery Services who maintain and repair the Council’s equipment will collect and deliver items needing attention at no charge.  The Foreman of DSO has been instructed that staff must make use of this service rather than transporting machinery to the company themselves.  However, equipment is still transported between different venues in Sandy, necessitating ramps for loading. 

RESOLVED: That the collection and delivery of equipment by Groundcare Machinery Services at no charge be endorsed.


SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE No (F68/04)


(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Estimates have been obtained for both wooden and metal replacement gates.  However, because they are considerably higher than the originally estimated figures they have been included in the estimates for 2005/2006.

RESOLVED: (i) That the situation be noted and the item deleted.


8. ANNUAL REPORT 2005




(F69/04)

The draft Annual Report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. The Editor pointed out that the advertisements included were there to illustrate placement and would not necessarily be the ones included in the actual Newsletter.  He also said that several items would be updated before publication.  It was felt that the Committee reports should conclude with the name of the Chairman of that particular group.
RESOLVED: (a) That with the amendments suggested the Draft Copy of the Annual Report be approved.

(b) That the thanks of the Council be recorded to the Editor and the Communications Working Group for all their efforts in connection with the Annual Bulletin and Quarterly newsletter.

9. ANNUAL REPORT 2005 – DISTRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS
(F70/04)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Several Members volunteered to deliver additional reports to ensure that no properties were missed.

RESOLVED: (a) That the amended distribution areas for the 2005 Annual Report be approved. (SEE APPENDIX A, ATTACHED)

10. CLOSER WORKING WITH MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL
 (F71/04)
The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the Deputy Clerk and Cllr Jaeger be asked to report on the meeting with other authorities on 25th February 2005.
11. CLOSER WORKING WITH VOLUNTARY GROUPS

(F72/04)
The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Cllrs Aldis and Pettitt reported on the steps taken by the Community Liaison Forum to strengthen links with voluntary groups. 

RESOLVED: That the Report be noted and the item deleted. 

12. YOUTH ISSUES




(F73/04)

Cllr Blaine’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
RESOLVED: That the Report be noted and the item deleted.

13. HEATING IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER


(F74/04)
The Deputy Clerk reported on the steps that had been taken to eliminate noise from the fan driven heating. Advice had been given however that this type of heating was the most suitable for a space of the size and height of the Chamber.


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and the Clerk be requested to investigate types and costings of sound enhancement systems.


14. STRATFORD ROAD INTRUDER ALARM


(F75/04)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
SEE PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE No (F75/04)


15. PRESS RELEASE 







(F76/04)


RESOLVED: That no press release is considered necessary.
RESOLVED: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTIONS 9/12) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, "ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES" AND " IT MAY CONCERN ANY INSTRUCTIONS TO COUNSEL AND ANY OPINION OF COUNSEL (WHETHER OR NOT IN CONNECTION WITH ANY PROCEEDINGS) AND ANY ADVICE RECEIVED, INFORMATION OBTAINED OR ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH:

(a) ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BY OR AGAINST THE AUTHORITY, OR

(b) THE DETERMINATION OF ANY MATTER AFFECTING THE AUTHORITY (WHETHER, IN EITHER CASE, PROCEEDINGS HAVE BEEN COMMENCED OR ARE IN CONTEMPLATION)" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.


THE FOLLOWING MINUTE WILL REMAIN A CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 SECTION 44(1B) “INFORMATION IS EXEMPT INFORMATION IF ITS DISCLOSURE (OTHERWISE THAN UNDER THIS ACT) BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HOLDING IT IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ANY COMMUNITY OBLIGATION.”
APPENDIX “A”

DISTRIBUTION AREAS FOR 2005 EDITION OF SANDY ANNUAL REPORT

	AREA
	
	No
	CLLR

	A
	West Rd, Queens Rd, South Rd, Braybrooks, Allhallows, Westfield Gardens


	200
	Cllr Downing

	B
	Coopers Close, Rivermead Gardens, Mill Lane, Heron Close, Park Court, Swansholme Gardens, Filland Court, Foster Grove, Swansholme Garden Court, Swan Lane (including Allison House), Birch Grove, Mayfield Court, Kings Rd


	360
	Cllr Pettitt

	C
	Berwick Way, Middleham Close, Alnwick Close, Lindisfarne Close, Pickering Close, Skipton Close, Warkworth Close, Carlisle Close, Sunderland Rd, Stockton End, Darlington Close, Tyne Rd, Blaydon Rd, Gosforth Close, Rothbury Close, Gateshead Close, Beamish Close (including all businesses on the estate)


	250
	Cllr Frood

	D
	
	
	

	E
	Northcroft, Faynes Court, Rutland Gardens, Dapifer Drive, Abbey Grove, Wynnefield Walk, Friars Walk, Sandon Close, Newton Way, Park Road, Park Mews, Monoux Place, Edgcumbe Court, Market Square (including all shops, flats and house at rear of Lloyds Chemist), Pleasant Place, Belfry Court, St Neots Rd


	600
	Cllr Aldis

	F
	Sand Lane, Swaden, Everton Park, Everton Road, Stratford Rd, Potton Rd, Deepdale, The Avenue, Bedford Rd, Cedar Gardens, Laburnum Rd, Robert Hunt Gardens, Holiday Inn, Ivel Cottage (Girtford Bridge), Cottage Rd, Carter St


	440
	Cllr McMurdo

	G
	Falcon Close, Avocet Close, Robin Close, Starling Close, Pippit Grove, Kestrel Way, Wren Close, The Finches, The Buntings, Brambling Close, Larks Rise, Linnet Close, Weavers Green, The Jays, Hawk Drive


	330
	Cllr Sharman

	H
	Merlin Drive, Kingfisher Close, Swift Close, Dove Close, The Rookery, Fieldfare, Partridge Piece, Woodcock Close, Cuckoo Close, Goldfinch Drive, Plovers Field, Sunderland Rd (Fallowfield section), Owlswood, Woodpecker Way, Swallow Crest


	550
	Cllr Scott

	I
	Windsor Way, Leeds Smith Drive, Alfred Cope Rd, Glebe Rd, Mills Walk, Glebe Close, Churchill Way, Longfield Rd, East Rd, Sandford Rise
	390
	Cllr Osborne

	J
	Midland Rd, Kingsley Court, Cauldwell Court, Winchester Rd, College Rd, Maple Rd, Wesley Rd, Arran Close, Oak Close, Rowan Court, Pentland Close


	480
	Cllr Goss

	K
	Engayne Ave, Waverley Ave, Talisman Close, Stirling Close, Medusa Way, Balmoral Close, Shannon Close, Brindley Close, Havelock Close, Delamere Close, Quince Court, Belam Way, Pyms Way, Powers Close, Bunyan Rd


	370
	Cllr Gale

	L
	Ivel Rd, Ivel View, Ongley Court, Woolfield, Willow Rise, Station Rd, Roman’s View, Spencer Rd, Brandreth Place, High St, Sandpiper Court, Rectory Court, plus shops & flats, Greens Close, Banks Drive


	360
	Cllr Gurney

	M
	Cambridge Rd, Malauney Place, Brickhill Rd, Moores Court, Brickhill Close, St Swithun’s Way, Peels Place, Cherrycroft, Stonecroft, Poplar Close


	230
	Cllr Blaine

	N
	Brookend, Eastside, Grange Gardens, High Rd, Hill View, New Rd, Orchard Rd, Seddington, The Baulk, The Limes, The Crescent, The Green, The Knolls, Westview, Whitestones, The Grange, Ash Close, Elder Close, Lime Avenue, Meadow Close, The Cloches


	300
	Cllr White

	O
	Spring Grove, Girtford Crescent, Church Path, Nursery Drive, London Rd (both sides), A1 Trunk Rd (including Girtford Bridge House), Tempsford Rd & Service Station, Georgetown Rd, Bickerdikes Gardens, Western way, All Saints Way, Manor Rd, Elmtree Rd
	460
	Cllr Jaeger


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	18.1.05

3/05


	04/02015/LDC

Mrs G P Scott

c/o Cliftons

Bridge House

121 Shortmead Street

Biggleswade

SG18 0BB
	Application for Lawful Development Certificate (existing) for use of building as retail outlet related mainly to greengrocery products and associated food produce at 10 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 2-10 Windsor Way and 1-8 Greens Close, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	F & G P 

31.1.05

1.2.05
	

	18.1.05

4/05


	04/02228/FULL

Glass Cutter UK Ltd

RKB House

New Road

Sandy

Beds
	Full application for the height of a roof to be raised and extension to existing factory at Tower Hill House, Unit 1 New Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	F & G P 

31.1.05

1.2.05
	

	19.1.05

5/05


	04/02331/FULL

Mr Mrs K Cockerill

Daisybank Cottage

7 The Green

BEESTON

SG19 1PD
	Full application for the erection of garden shed and summerhouse with decking (retrospective)

At Daisybank Cottage,

7 The Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds
	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	F & G P 

31.1.05

1.2.05
	

	26.1.05

6/05


	04/02302/FULL

Manhattan Corp Ltd

Landmark House

Saxongate Trading Estate

6a London Road

Biggleswade

SG18 8PS
	Full application for the erection of a diner style restaurant and associated parking at land adjacent to former Tempsford Service Station, A1 Southbound, Tempsford, Sandy, Beds
	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	F & G P

31.1.05

1.2.05
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	26.1.05

7/05


	05/00053/FULL

Mr G J King

33 Royce Close

Dunstable

Beds

LU6 2NT
	Full application for change of use from A2 to D1 to be used as a dental practice at 7 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1,2,3 St Neots Road and 6 Bedford Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	F & G P 

31.1.05

1.2.05
	

	26.1.05

8/05


	04/01509/FULL

Ashtenne Land Ltd

8/9 Northumberland St

London

WC2N 5DA


	Full application for the erection of 19 light industrial units (B1 use) with revised siting of Unit A, amended site boundary, secure fencing and access gates to site at land adjoining 67 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 67,91,93,90,92,94,96 London Road notified
	RESOLVED:  Object

Whilst Sandy Town Council has no objection in principle to the light industrial development of this site, it must object on the grounds that planned access and egress to and from the site lacks in the Members view, adequate acceleration and deceleration lanes.
	F & G P 

31.1.05

1.2.05
	

	26.1.05

9/05


	05/00095/SE73

Mrs E A Dubois

c/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU
	Full application for the renewal of planning permission for business development granted on 21/5/02, ref 02/00280/FULL for land at 63-65 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 80,82,84,86,88,90,92,

94,96 London Road and 1,2,3,4,5,6 Nursery Drive, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	F & G P 

31.1.05

1.2.05
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