SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 29th November 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs D Gale, (Chairman), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, 
C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, J Welbourn and G White  

Together with one member of the public and one member of the press
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs P Jones, M Pettitt, and Mrs S Sutton.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F62/10)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Osborne – Planning Application CB/10/04117/FULL as a member of the Church Council.
Cllr Wellbourn – Planning Application CB/10/04078/FULL as the owner of a nearby business.

(b) Personal interests
There were none.
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (F63/10)

Mr Pye, a representative of Mr Kaskow, the owner of Budgens asked that item CB/10/04078 be deferred, citing the size and complexity of the application.  Members decided that as there had been a number of consultation events they were adequately briefed and felt no need to defer the matter.
Cllr Osborne left the Chamber on consideration of application CB/10/04417/Full and Cllr Wellbourn left the Chamber on consideration of item CB/10/04078/Full

Resolved: That the following comments be sent to the planning department at Central Bedfordshire Council:

CB/10/04117/– Full application for installation of glazing and glass door to the South Porch at Church of St Swithuns, High Street, Sandy, Beds.

No Objections.
CB/10/04078 – Full application for erection of Class A1 Foodstore, associated car parking, new vehicular access from New Road, upgrading existing access for service vehicles, creation of bus turning area and lay-by, realignment of drainage ditch, erection of retaining walls and other supporting infrastructure at former RKB Precision Products Ltd, New Road, Sandy, Beds.

Sandy Town Council strongly supports the application for the following reasons:

· There is one small supermarket in Sandy at present which is unable to meet the needs of residents.  This is evidenced by the fact that 87% of residents do their main food shopping outside the town (figures provided by Central Bedfordshire Council and corroborated by the recently completed survey for the Town Plan).
· Sandy has doubled in size in the last twenty to thirty years and the retail offer has not kept up with that growth.

· Residents have petitioned the Town Council to try to attract another supermarket to the town, they have attended the Annual Town meeting, meetings of the town council, written to the press and Council and in the public consultation carried out by Tesco 93% of attendees expressed their support, while only 4% voiced any reservations.

· The site is only 5 minutes walk from the town centre, opposite the railway station and near to the A1.  No other nearer, suitable site has been identified that would be able to accommodate a store. Delivery vehicles will not have to travel through the town centre to reach the store.

· The store will provide 180 FTE jobs, many of whom are likely to be local people, a welcome addition to the employment profile of the town, no alternative use of the site would be expected to create as many jobs.

· Members thought that the fact that residents would use the Tesco store for the main food shopping would encourage them to stay in Sandy for their other needs, thus reducing impact on the environment and also regenerating the town centre.
4. Minutes








(F64/10)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 11th October 2010 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 25th October 2010, were signed.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
 (F65/10)

(a) Special items from the Revenue Account
Churchyard

Tree work


    £3000.00
The work has now been completed and the replacement trees planted.

Resolved: That this item be noted and may now be deleted.
Gate Pier repair

    £1500.00

Work completed.


Resolved: That this item be noted and may now be deleted.
Playing Fields

Yara Complex Fertiliser



£1,600.00
The next application will be undertaken in January.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
(b) Capital Account
Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Jenkins Pavilion Heating Controller
   £2,050.00
This item has not been completed – the contractors did not attend on the promised date. They are being chased.
Resolved: That this item be noted.
 (c)Interest on Capital Account

Benches

3 x Replacement benches

  £1350.00


Two have been installed with one still to be ordered.

Resolved: That this item be dealt with under item 13.
6. Annual Estimates 2011/2012

(F66/10)
The list of special items, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: That the following items of expenditure be carried forward for consideration at the Town Council Estimates Meeting on 24th January 2011.
Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended

Audit Committee Recommendations:
Revenue account
Election costs


£6,500.00


Priority 1
Increased staff hours
£4,500.00


Priority 3

The following item was deferred until the situation with regard to the CCTV service is clarified.
Mobile CCTV camera maintenance and monitoring

£1,200.00

Interest on Capital Account

To mark basketball court and 5-a-side pitch
  £595.00    Priority 3


Capital Account

The Clerk was requested to investigate costs for a laptop docking station.
PC for Clerk


£500.00


Priority 1

PC for office


£500.00


Priority 3

*7. Allotment update




(F67/10)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  She told Members that the Allotment Association were aware of the private allotment site and had relayed the information to its Members.

*Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Sections (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  

8. Alcohol Free Zone



(F68/10)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to Central Bedfordshire Council asking that they waive the fees for the advertising and signage for an alcohol free zone in the light of their previous errors in delaying the implementation of the scheme.
9. Proposed Waiting Restrictions in Sandy


(F69/10)
The waiting restriction orders for Sunderland Road and Georgetown Road, which had been previously circulated, were received and considered.

Resolved: (a) That Town Council has no objection to the proposed waiting restrictions.
(b) That the Clerk be requested to write asking that consideration be given to putting waiting restrictions in the area of Sunderland Road around Faynes Court.

(c) That a report on other roads perceived to have parking problems be taken to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee.  This should include the road between the A603 and the A1 to the north side of the filling station.
10. Speed limits on the A1  (F70/10)
The letters from Alistair Burt MP and the Highways Agency, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.
Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to Mr Burt making the point that the Highways Agency should consult Towns and Parishes about speed restrictions when they perform reviews.
11. Procedures with regard to the issue of sandbags in cases of flooding.

(F71/10)

The letter from Central Bedfordshire Council, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to Central Bedfordshire Council urging that they make this policy change as widely known as possible.
12. Minutes of the Tourist Information Centre Management Sub-Committee

(F72/10)

The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 15th October 2010, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.  
Resolved: That the contents be noted.
13. Minutes of the Premises Sub-committee  (F73/10)
The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th October 2010, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.
Recommendations:

3.
Cemetery Chapel and Workman’s shed

Resolved: That the 3rd bench from last year’s Estimates process is installed by the Chapel to replace a recently removed bench.

5. Any Other Business
Depot Storage Building

Resolved: That renting of an industrial unit on Middlefield Industrial Estate be explored and a report presented for consideration as part of the Estimates process.
14. Minutes of the Swimming Pool Working Group  (F74/10)

The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th October 2010, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.
Resolved: That, in order to support a possible swimming scheme in Sandy,  £2,000 be added to the Estimates process to be taken from the Revenue Account as a priority 3 item.
*15.  CCTV in Sandy

(F75/10)

*Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Sections (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  

16.  Press Release (F76/10)

Resolved:  That no press release is considered necessary.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	18/11/10

82/10


	CB/10/04117/ FULL

Revd D Williams

Church of St Swithun

The Rectory

High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AQ


	Full application for installation of glazing and glass door to the South Porch at Church of St Swithuns, High Street, Sandy, Beds.


	Resolved: No objections
	F&GP

29/11/10

30/11/10
	

	18/11/10

83/10
	CB/10/04078/ FULL

Tesco Stores Ltd

c/o Mr J Mills

Contour Planning Services

Weltech Centre

Ridgeway

Welwyn Garden City

Herts

AL7 2AA


	Full application for erection of Class A1 Foodstore, associated car parking, new vehicular access from New Road, upgrading existing access for service vehicles, creation of bus turning area and lay-by, realignment of drainage ditch, erection of retaining walls and other supporting infrastructure at former RKB Precision Products Ltd, New Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 35 Willow Rise, MDM Consultants, Sandy Service Station Ltd, JSB McGinley, Limelight Direct, New Road,  Sandy Station Sandy, Beds notified. 


	Resolved: To strongly support the application, see comments on following page.
	F&GP

29/11/10

30/11/10
	


7
7

