SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 27th February 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis





   "   C Baker





   "   P Blaine






   "   J Gurney





   "   M McMurdo






   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt





   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman





   "   R Smith





   "   Mrs S Sutton






   "   G White

Together with County Cllr J Scott

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Jaeger and Frood.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (102/05)
(a)
Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Mrs S Sutton
Planning Applications 06/00244/LB

Member is employed



and 06/00267/FULL



by the Applicants.

Cllr Blaine

Planning Application BC/CC/2006/10
Member is a LEA










appointed Governor










of the school for which
the Application has
been made.

Cllr Osborne

Planning Applications 06/00244/LB

Member’s daughter




and 06/00267/FULL



is employed by the









Applicants.
All left the Chamber during consideration of the Applications upon which they had declared an interest.
(b)
Personal Interests
Cllr McMurdo

Planning Applications 06/00244/LB

Member is a member/




and 06/00267/FULL



supporter of the Applicant










organisation.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (102/05) (CONTD)
Cllr McMurdo

Planning Applications 06/00260/FULL
Member is an acquaintance 










of the Applicant.

Cllr Scott

Planning Application 06/00260/FULL
Member is an acquaintance 










of the Applicant.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (103/05)
An elector enquired if the Town Council could assist in gaining improvements to the footbridge over the A1 at Beeston.  This currently had steps which made it impossible for the wheelchair bound or for mothers with pushchairs to use.  Was it possible for part of the steps to be “ramped” to facilitate such use?
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk be requested to refer this question to the Highways Agency.

There were no further oral questions.
4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 
COUNCIL (103/05)
Prior to consideration of Application 06/00260/FULL, Nursery Buildings, High Road, Beeston, the Clerk reported that one letter of Objection had been received from a near neighbour the contents of this letter were communicated to Members.
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (104/05)
27.1.06 Together with the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Quiz 

Night.

29.1.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mid Beds Civic Service at Woburn 


Parish Church.

3.2.06 Together with the Mayoress gave a talk to the Good Afternoon Club in Sandy

on our activities as Mayor and Mayoress of Sandy.

4.2.06 Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Last Night of the


Proms Charity Band Concert.

11.2.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended the 


Mayor of St Ives’ Last Night of the Proms Charity Band Concert.

19.2.06 With the Mayoress attended the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire’s Buffet Lunch.

5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (104/05) (CONTD)
DEPUTY MAYOR

24.2.06 Attended with the Deputy Mayoress, the St Neots Town Council’s Quality 


Council Award Presentation Evening.

27.2.06 Attended the Fred Simms Trophy Presentation Ceremony at Sandy Upper 


School.

The Mayor thanked the Deputy Mayor for his support during a recent family bereavement and also thanked Members and staff for the expressions of sympathy received. These had been greatly appreciated by both him and the Mayoress.
The Deputy Mayor referred to the presentation of the Fred Simms Trophy that morning.  This had been awarded to the 6th Form at Sandy Upper School in recognition of their hard work in the local community and also in supporting one particular project overseas.

RESOLVED:  That a letter of congratulations be sent from the Town Council to the Headteacher and the 6th Form in connection with their achievement.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (105/05)
(a)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 9th January

       2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.
RECOMMENDATIONS:  These had been dealt with at the Council Meeting on Monday 16th January 2006.
(b)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 16th January 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(c)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 23rd January 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(d)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 30th January
       2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute No: F78/05, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (105/05) (CONTD)
RECOMMENDATIONS:
ANNUAL REPORT/NEWSLETTER – ADVERTISING RATES
RESOLVED:  That the advertising rates for the Annual Report/Newsletter should be set as follows and that these figures should be included in the Scale of Charges for Sandy Town Council 2006/2007.

Quarter of a page advertisement
£ 47.00

Half page advertisement

£ 82.00

Full page advertisement

£105.00

These figures are subject to VAT.

SEE ALSO PART II – EXEMPT MINUTES, MINUTE NO 105/05
Members requested that a follow up discussion regarding alcohol bans, post the presentation, Minute No F70/05, should take place at the next Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.
(e)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 6th February 

       2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.

7.  TRANSPORT TOKEN SCHEME (106/05)
A report from the Clerk and information received from Age Concern Bedfordshire which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
RESOLVED:  That the Report and information be noted and that no further action be taken in respect of this matter.

8.  SANDY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (107/05)
The Notes of Meeting of the Working Group held on 14th February 2006 and which had been previously circulated were received.

The Clerk and Cllr Blaine answered questions from Members regarding the proposed building extension and the transfer of the two members of the TIC staff to the Town Council’s employment.

8.  SANDY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (107/05) (CONTD)

Members then moved to consider the various recommendations that the Working Group had made:-

Extension to 10 Cambridge Road Property
RESOLVED:  (a)  That Mr Crossman be asked to complete the first stage investigation as outlined in the notes, at a cost of £1,000.00.

(b)  That the cost be taken from transfer costs budgeted for the Tourist Information Centre.

Lease for Shannon Court Unit

ALSO RESOLVED:  (a)  That Sandy Town Council negotiate a 5 year lease for the Shannon Court Unit with a break clause dated at 31st March 2008 with the Whitfield Group, under the same terms as the present lease between Mid Beds District Council and the Whitfield Group.

(b)  That advice on the lease be sought from the legal department at Mid Beds District Council under the transfer arrangements agreed with Mr Roy Waterfield.

(c)  That the lease costs be met from the additional contributions being made by Mid Beds District Council towards funding in the first two years.

Management Arrangements
FURTHER RESOLVED:  (a)  That there should be no designated manager at the Centre, the line manager should be the Clerk or Deputy Clerk.

(b)  That the budget holder for the Tourist Information Centre should be the Town Council’s Finance Officer, responsible for the payment of accounts, control of budget etc, to report to the Audit Committee.

(c)  That the Tourist Information Centre Staff should be responsible for the day to day banking of income from sales.

(d)  That the overall management of the Centre should be controlled by a Management Group, consisting of three Members of Council (normally appointed each year at the Annual Meeting of Town Council), the Clerk or Deputy Clerk and a member of the TIC staff.

(e)  That staffing issues concerned solely with the Conditions of Service of the TIC staff should be the responsibility of the Town Council Staffing Committee, all other matters relating to the management of the Centre should be the prerogative of the Management Group.

(f)  That the appointed Management Group shall consist of Cllrs Blaine, Pettitt and White (substitutes to be Cllrs Gale and McMurdo) and a representative of the staff of the Centre, together with the Clerk or Deputy Clerk.
This Management Group to remain in office until the May 2007 Annual Meeting.

8.  SANDY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (107/05) (CONTD)

Other Matters

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Mayor in the name of the Town Council should host an annual event drawing together representatives of tourist attractions in the surrounding area in order to discuss long term co-operative objectives and strategies.

(b)  That the transfer and re-launch of the Tourist Information Centre should be marked on Tuesday 4th April 2006 at 10.30am by a small publicity event attended by the Mayor and any other Member of Council who would wish to be present.

9.  BEESTON GREEN – REPLACEMENT PLAY EQUIPMENT (108/05)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
RESOLVED:  That a Green Wet Pour Safety Surface now be provided beneath the proposed new play equipment on Beeston Green as recommended by Wicksteed Leisure and that the additional £4,519.04 required be found from the Capital Account.
10.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (109/05)
(a)  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 13th February 2006 were not yet available for consideration.
Cllr Osborne reported that Mid Beds District Council were considering withdrawal of all of their funding to the Forum project and a recommendation to this effect was being put to the next meeting of the District Council.

The County Council had also indicated that they could no longer guarantee Officer attendance at Fora which would in future be on a “needs” basis.
These decisions would obviously cause both the Sandy Forum and the Town Council to review the situation and agree if it should continue with the Project.

The Forum appeared to be of the opinion that as long as finance from the County Council continued to be available it was worth continuing but that was an “immediate” response and not one that had been debated in full.

RESOLVED:  That when the decision of the District Council regarding funding is known Sandy Town Council be requested to consider its continued support of the Forum project.
(b)(1)  Cllr Blaine as a Town Council representative on the Village Hall Management Committee reported that the Finance Committee of the Hall were currently having to examine very closely the future funding and finances of the facility.
(2)  Cllr Aldis reported that the Youth Club Management Committee had now been disbanded.

(3)  The Annual General Meeting of the Community Safety Group would be held on Tuesday 14th March and members were welcome to be present.

10.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (109/05) (CONTD)
(4)  The ELF Group of Sandy Town Council would be undertaking the hedge planting in Bedford Road Recreation Ground on Saturday 11th March (a.m.) and any volunteers to assist would be most welcome.

(5)  Cllr Sharman reported that there had been no meeting of the Mid Beds Council for Voluntary Service pending a decision from the Charity Commission on an amalgamation of the Mid Beds and North Beds organisations.
11.  CLERK’S REPORT (110/05)
1.  Accounts 01.04.05 to 31.1.06

RESOLVED:  That the Lists of Receipts and Payments for January 2006 which had been on display prior to the meeting be received and approved.
2.  2006 National Pay Settlement for Local Government Employees

Details of the 2006 Annual Pay Settlement for Local Government Staff have now been received.  The settlement represents a 2.95% increase with effect from 1st April 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the terms of the 2006 Annual Pay Settlement for Local Government Staff be noted and approved.

3.  Bedfordshire County Council/Mid Bedfordshire District Council – Joint Reception for Town & Parish Councils – County Hall, Bedford Tuesday 21st March 2006 at 7.00pm
The Mayor and Deputy Mayor were nominated to represent Council at this Reception.

The Deputy Mayor has now indicated that he has another personal engagement that evening which he wishes to attend.

Council is requested to nominate another member to accompany the Mayor to this function.

RESOLVED:  That as a number of Members of Town Council are already attending this function in other capacities, it is not thought necessary to appoint another.

4.  Local Constituency Member of Parliament – Meeting with Town and Parish Councils

Mr Burt has arranged a Meeting for representatives of local Town and Parish Councils at Northill Parish Hall, Sand Lane, Northill on Friday 24th March 2006 7.15pm to 9.45pm.

Council is invited to nominate up to three members to attend.

RESOLVED:  That Cllrs Scott, Blaine and Smith be nominated to represent Sandy Town Council at the Meeting on Friday 24th March 2006.

11.  CLERK’S REPORT (110/05) (CONTD)
5.  Review of School Structures in Bedfordshire – Consultation Meeting – Thursday 16th March 2006 at Woodlands Manor Hotel, Clapham, Bedford at 7pm


There is a Consultation Meeting for representatives of Town and Parish Councils regarding the school structures review for the County.

Sandy Town Council is invited to send one representative to the above meeting.

No-one was available to attend this meeting.

RESOLVED:  That no further action be taken in respect of this matter.

12.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (111/05)
There were none.
13.  PRESS RELEASE (112/05)
RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.
RESOLVED:  THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS ABOUT TO BE TRANSACTED, THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND SECTION (7) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985 “IT MAY CONCERN INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (OTHER THAN THE AUTHORITY)”, THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	3.2.06

8/06


	06/00098/FULL

Frontier Agriculture Ltd

Georgetown Road

SANDY

SG19 2UB
	Full application for the siting of a portacabin for restroom use at Banks Agriculture, Georgetown Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	Town Council

27.2.06

28.2.06
	

	8.2.06

9/06


	06/00141/OUT

Mr T Dennis

c/o DLP Consultants

4 Abbeycourt

Fraser Road

Priory Business Park

BEDFORD

MK44 3WH
	Outline application for the erection of 4 bed detached dwelling (all matters reserved except siting and means of access) at land at Grange Nurseries, Beeston Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours The Grange, The Green, Beeston notified

	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  Outside village envelope.

(b)  This site is not truly a “brownfield” site in development terms.
	Town Council

27.2.06

28.2.06
	

	9.2.06

10/06


	BC/CC/2006/10

Beds County Council

County Hall

Cauldwell St

BEDFORD

MK42 9AP
	County Council application for the retention of a double temporary unit used as classrooms and a double temporary unit used as the school dining room at Laburnum Lower School, Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	Town Council

27.2.06

28.2.06
	

	20.2.06

11/06


	06/00260/FULL

Mr R Smith

t/a Spicer (Contractors) Ltd

57 Bedford

Road

Sandy 
SG19 1ES
	Full application for the change of use of former agricultural/horticultural land to parking/storage of commercial vehicles, plant, machinery and materials for ground works.  Alterations to existing buildings and erection of replacement building at land at Nursery Buildings, High Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.  (Retrospective)

Near neighbours 4-9 The Knolls, Beeston notified


	RESOLVED:  Object


(a) Industrial use within a rural environment.

(b) Loss of amenities to near neighbours.

(c) Access is across Common Land.
	Town Council

27.2.06

28.2.06
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	20.2.06

12/06
	06/00244/LB

RSPB

The Lodge

Sandy

SG19 2DL


	Listed Building Consent application for alterations to existing ramped access to shop at the Entrance Lodge, Sandy Warren, Potton Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	Town Council

27.2.06

28.2.06
	

	22.2.06

13/06


	06/00267/FULL

RSPB

The Lodge

SANDY

SG19 2DL
	Full application for the erection of a single storey building at The Entrance Lodge, Sandy Warren, Potton Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	Town Council

27.2.06

28.2.06
	

	22.2.06

14/06


	06/00269/FULL

Motward Ltd

Warren Farm

New Road

Sandy

SG19 1NX
	Full application for the erection of a replacement building for use as office and canteen at Warren Farm, New Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	Town Council

27.2.06

28.2.06
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