SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Audit Committee held on Monday 22nd November 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Chairman), D Gale, Mrs S Sutton and G White.  Also in attendance, Cllrs Aldis and Smith.
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Scott, Bartlett and Blaine.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(A12/10)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Osborne, Items 11 and 12, Scale of Charges 2011/12 and Draft annual estimates of expenditure as Chairman of Sandy Football Club for any items regarding that club.
(b) Personal interests

Cllr Gale, Items 11 and 12, Scale of Charges 2011/12 and Draft annual estimates of expenditure as a Life Member of Sandy Cricket Club and President of Sandy Colts FC for any items regarding those clubs.
3. Minutes

(A13/10)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on Monday 14th June 2010, as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd August 2010, were signed.

4. 2010/2011 Accounts Statement
(A14/10)
The Income and Expenditure Statement to 30th September 2010 was received and considered. The Clerk answered several questions on the statement. 
Resolved: That the Income and Expenditure Statement to 30th September 2010 be noted.
Resolved to recommend: (a) That £700 is vired from budget 5105 (Jenkins Pavilion electricity) to 4205 - £300 (office electricity), 4305 - £200 (depot electricity) and 5005 - £200 Bedford Road Pavilion electricity.

(b) That £700 is vired from budget 4203 (Office Business Rates to 4237 (Conferences, training courses, staff).
5. To review the position of the contingency account to 31.10.10




(A15/10)

The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. This showed an overspend of £394 on the contingency budget.

Resolved: That the present position of the Contingency Account be noted.
Resolved to recommend: That £394 be taken from budget 4203 to cover the overspend.
6. Power of Wellbeing payments


(A16/10)


The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved to Recommend: That the following payments be approved for payment under the Town Council’s powers granted by the Power of Wellbeing.
Donation to Royal British Legion for Poppy wreath

 £50.00

Donation to Sandy Upper School for Audrey Boothby award
 £25.00

Grant to Mid Beds Link-a-ride




        £250.00

7. Annual accounts for 2010/2011 – current and projected positions on supplementary accounts

(A17/10)

The management reports on the supplementary accounts were considered. 

(a) Capital Account
The Chairman informed members that the first instalment of the loan repayment given towards the refurbishment of the church clock would be made in March.

Resolved: That the current and projected positions on the Capital Account be received.


(b) Reserve (Interest from Capital) Account
Resolved: That the current and projected positions on the Reserve (Interest from Capital) Account be received.  
8. External Audit

(A18/10)

The External Auditor’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered. 
Resolved to recommend: That the external auditor’s comments on the 2009/2010 Annual Return be received and approved.
9. Internal Audit  


(A19/10)

The Clerk’s  report, which was previously circulated was received and the Internal Auditor’s report (received that day), was tabled and considered. 

Resolved to Recommend: That the interim Internal Audit Report (Copy attached) for 2010/11 be received and approved.
10. Lists of proposed special items of expenditure for 2011/2012
(A20/10) 
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

Resolved: That the following items be recommended for inclusion in the draft estimates:
Revenue account
Election costs
Although there are four wards with six polling stations committee thought that it is unlikely that there would be elections in each ward and have budgeted for four polling stations to be used, at a cost of £1,500 each.
Election costs






  
  £6,000.00


Increased staff hours
To increase the number of administration staff hours by twelve, offset in part by deletion of overtime.
Increased staff hours






    £4,500.00

Mobile CCTV camera
For the maintenance and monitoring of the mobile camera on the Engayne Avenue Estate

CCTV camera







   £1,200.00

Interest on Capital Account

Bedford Road Recreation Ground
Marking out of basketball/football lines on new equipment
   £595.00

Capital Account

Office
2 new PCs








   £1,000.00









    

11. Scale of Charges 2011/2012

(A21/10)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered. 
Resolved to Recommend: (a) That except where prescribed otherwise by the terms of leases (which are increased by 4.7%) the charges for Council services should rise by 2.5% in 2011/2012  (Copy of amended draft Scale of Charges attached).
(b) That the fees for allotments, market rents, hire of Committee Room and advertising in the newsletter and annual report should not be changed.
12. Draft annual estimates of expenditure for 2011/2012 (A22/10)

The Clerk’s report and the draft estimates, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

A number of small adjustments were made.
Resolved: That the proposed annual estimates of expenditure for 2011/2012 incorporating the amendments above (Copy attached)  be approved for submission to Full Council at the Estimates Meeting due to be held on Monday 24th January 2011. 
13. Review of Internal Audit Procedures   (A23/10)

The Clerk’s Report, which was previously circulated, was received and considered.

Resolved: That the Chairman of Audit Committee and Cllr Pettitt, together with the Clerk be requested to review the Town Council’s Audit procedures and Audit Plan before 31st March 2011.
14. *Jenkins Pavilion

(A24/10)
*Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
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