SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 21st May 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr M J Pettitt (Chairman) 





  “   N Aldis





  “   P Blaine





  “   D Gale





  “   N O’Leary





  “   M Scott

  “   D Sharman
  “   R Smith
  “   Mrs S Sutton
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Osborne (on official Council business), Broughton and White. 
2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F01/07)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Scott
Agenda Item 8
Bedfordshire and Luton
Member’s business adjoins





Minerals Development 
a possible site for mineral





Plan



extraction (MD27)

(withdrew from the meeting)
 (b) Personal interests
There were none.
PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL



6. Internet purchases






(F05/07)

(SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE No (F05/07))
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That the following transactions conducted over the internet by way of personal credit card be authorised.

(a) Renewal of Tourist Information Centre Virus Protection, £30.00 in the name of Mrs R Crossman.

(b) Purchase of 2 back protection cushions for the office, £58.30 in the name of Mrs S Foster.
PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(F02/07)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
4. Minutes








(F03/07)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 12th March 2007 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 2nd April 2007, were signed.
5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works


(F04/07)

2007/2008


(1) Capital Expenditure
(a) Portable Projector Screen for Chamber

Received April 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(b) Bow top railings in Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Ordered: 4th April 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(c) Leaf Vacuum
Not yet ordered.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(d) Rotavator
Not yet ordered.  The Deputy Clerk explained that the proposed rotavator would not have been suitable for work at Sunderland Road when needed during the recent dry spell.  The purchase is being reviewed.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(e) Microwave for Stratford Road Depot

Received April 2007.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.


(f) Fridge for Stratford Road Depot

Received April 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(g) Completion of footpath from Berwick Way to Sunderland Road

Ordered 15th May 2007.


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Roller door for vehicle store, Stratford Road
Work complete May 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(b) Mowers for Cemetery (2no)

Not yet ordered.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(c) Cupboard for Archive Materials


Not yet ordered.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(d) Computer and printer for Clerk

Not yet ordered.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(e) Provision of low level cisterns in Town Centre toilets
Ordered 4th April 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(3) Interest on Capital Expenditure

(a) Path to Skatepark re-surfacing


Ordered 15th May 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(b) Sisis Motorised Scarifier for Cricket Club

Received April 2007.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.
 
(4) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Pollarding Lime Trees


Not now required.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(b) Contribution for 2 Police Community Support Officers

Payment not yet requested.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(c) Tourist Information Centre Publicity

Brochure at final proof stages.


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(d) Tourist Information Centre Merchandise

Not yet ordered.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(e) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(f) Permanent Planting in Roundabout beds

Not yet requested.  Work to take place in the Autumn.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(g) Work on Cemetery Gullies

Ordered 4th April 2007.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(h) Additional markings In Town Car Park

Not yet ordered.  

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
6. Internet purchases






(F05/07)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL, MINUTE No. (F05/07))
7. Sandy Town Council, Five Year Plan – Additional Sports Facilities
(F06/07)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
8. Bedfordshire and Luton Minerals Development Plan
(F07/07)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
RESOLVED: That each possible site for mineral extraction should be considered individually.
Site MD1 – Land off New Road, Sandy


RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council objects to this area as a potential site for mineral extraction.
The site includes a property south of New Road and there is doubt as to whether the plans would be implementable.  The site is visible from parts of Sandy, Beeston and Seddington and would be obtrusive.  There would be a loss of amenity to residents who, at present, have access to walks alongside the river.  

The access to the site is from New Road which has a dangerous junction on to the A1.  Site vehicles needing access to the northbound A1 are likely to go through Sandy Town Centre rather than attempting to cross the A1 at this point, or instead of travelling south to the Biggleswade roundabout before then turning northwards.  This would increase the problems the Town already has with Heavy Goods Vehicles travelling along its High Street.

Site MD27 – Land to the South of Beeston
Having previously declared a prejudicial interest in this site, Cllr Scott left the Chamber during consideration of this item.

RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council objects to this area as a potential site for mineral extraction.  

The site is very close to the village of Beeston and housing at Seddington.  It would be clearly visible from these areas, including from Beeston Green, causing an unacceptable loss of amenity to the residents.  There is also a very high likelihood of noise pollution and dust problems affecting the quality of life of residents.

If mineral extraction were to go ahead it would effectively prevent any possible A1 relief road being planned for many years to come.  
Site MD45 – Land west of New Road, Sandy

RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council objects to this area as a potential site for mineral extraction.  

The site is clearly visible from parts of Sandy and Beeston and would be obtrusive. There would be a loss of amenity to residents who, at present, have access to walks alongside the river, in what is a very attractive part of the Town.  

The access to the site is from New Road which has a dangerous junction on to the A1.  Site vehicles needing access to the northbound A1 are likely to go through Sandy Town Centre rather than attempting to cross the A1 at this point, or instead of travelling south to the Biggleswade roundabout before then turning northwards. This would increase the problems the Town already has with Heavy Goods Vehicles travelling along its High Street.
ALSO RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to Bedfordshire County Council in order to convey the Town Council’s objections to the three areas detailed above as prospective sites for mineral extraction.
9. Date of 2008 Annual Parish Meeting


(F08/07)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
RESOLVED: (a)That the Annual Parish Meeting for 2008 should take place on 28th April 2008.

(b) That the April 2008 meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee should take place on 21st April 2008.

(c) That these changes should be incorporated into the 2007/2008 calendar of meetings to be published in the Sandy Town Council Yearbook.

10.  Unitary Status Consultation



(F09/07) 


The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council should reply to the consultation, stating its resolved position (Special Meeting of Town Council held on 22.1.07, Minute No (89/06)) of support for the Unitary Status proposal put forward by Bedfordshire County Council.

11. Community Safety Fora


(F10/07)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. The Deputy Clerk also said that she had spoken to Mr Rob Parsons at Mid Beds District Council to clarify some of the issues raised in his letter.  He had informed her that there is no intention to replace the established Community Safety Groups, such as the one in Sandy – the Fora would be additional to these and have different membership.  Members were still concerned that there would be a duplication of effort if the Fora were established.
It was noted that Sandy Community Safety Group had nominated itself to be one of the two pilot groups mentioned but that the identity of these groups was not yet known.

RESOLVED: That Committee should defer its comments on the establishment of Fora until after it had received a report from its delegates attending the Community Safety Conference at Mid Beds District Council on Wednesday 27th June 2007.
12. Mid Beds Community Safety Conference 2007   (F11/07)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. Cllr Aldis reported that he would be attending the Conference in his capacity as Vice Chairman of the Sandy Community Safety Group.
RESOLVED: That Cllr Pettitt and Cllr Sharman be requested to represent Sandy Town Council at the Community Safety Conference on 27th June 2007 and that Cllr Peter Blaine be requested to substitute for either of these Members if necessary.
13. Press Release

(F12/07)

RESOLVED: That a press release be issued detailing the objections of the Town Council with regard to the proposed sites for Mineral Extraction in the vicinity of Sandy.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	11.5.07

39/07


	07/00359/FULL

Sandy Town Council

10 Cambridge Road

SANDY

SG19 1JE
	Full application to replace existing flower bed and grass area with sustainable garden consisting of buffered track, bed of sleepers, rails and wheels at Sandy Railway Station, Station Road, Sandy,Beds.
Near neighbours The Bell Public House and 2 Station Road, Sandy, Beds notified


	RESOLVED:  Support

The application will improve the appearance of a gateway to the town.
	F & G P

21.5.07

22.5.07
	

	14.5.07

40/07


	07/00568/OUT

Mrs G Curtis

34 St Neots Road

SANDY

SG19 1LG
	Outline application for the erection of one dwelling and garage plus garage to serve existing dwelling (including siting and access) at land at 34 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 20 & 36 St Neots Road and 1 & 2 Windsor Way, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  Object

(a) Loss of amenity to near neighbours.

(b) Overdevelopment of the site.

(c) Potentially dangerous access to site, close to junction with St Neots Road.
	F & G P

21.5.07

22.5.07
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