SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 2nd April 2007, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)





   "   N Aldis






   "   C Baker






   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood






   "   J Gurney





   "   D Jaeger






   "   M McMurdo






   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt






   "   D Sharman






   "   Mrs S Sutton






   "   G White

1.  APOLOGIES were received from Cllrs Scott and Smith.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (98/06)
(a)
Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Blaine

Planning Application 

Applicant is well known to the

07/00447/FULL


Member and is also a political






assistant to him.

(Left the Chamber)

(b)
Personal Interests
Cllr Aldis

Planning Application 

Applicant is an acquaintance

07/00447/FULL


of the Member. 

Cllr Baker

Planning Application 

Applicant is an acquaintance

07/00354/FULL


of the Member.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (98/06) (CONTD)
Cllr Osborne
Planning Application 

Applicant is an acquaintance

07/00447/FULL


of the Member.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (99/06)
An elector enquired if Sandy Town Council had received a questionnaire in connection with the ongoing Corporate Performance Assessment being undertaken on Mid Bedfordshire District Council and if so had this been completed and returned without reference to Members.
The Clerk replied that this had been received in January and as the timescales did not allow for a full reference to a meeting this had been completed and returned by him.

An elector requested a copy of the completed submission.

4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (100/06)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5.  TO NOMINATE THE TOWN MAYOR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2007/2008 (101/06)
This year this matter would be dealt with at the Annual Meeting of the Council on 14th May 2007 after the elections to Council.

6.  TO NOMINATE THE DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2007/2008 (102/06)
This year this matter would be dealt with at the Annual Meeting of the Council on 14th May 2007 after the elections to Council.

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (103/06)
27/02/07
Attended T I C Regional Meeting at Ipswich.  Mrs R Crossman

from Sandy T I C also attended.
02/03/07
Together with Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended

the Mayor of St. Ives’ Charity Ball.

03/03/07
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Dunstable's 

Charity Ball at Luton.

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (103/06) (CONTD)
04/03/07
Attended with the Mayoress, The Mayor of Leighton Linslade's 

Civic Service.

07/03/07
Together with the Mayoress hosted the Mayor's Charity Dinner at 


China Express Sandy which was attended the Deputy Mayor and 


Mayoress and other Councillors and their partners.

09/03/07
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of 

Peterborough's Charity Civic Ball.

11/03/07
Together with the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Arlesey's Civic
Service.

11/03/07
Attended the Mayor of Ramsey's Civic Service, accompanied 

by the Mayoress.

12/03/07 
Attended the Freedom of the Borough Parade in Bedford, 

by the East Anglian Regiment.

16/03/07
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of 

Godmanchester's Civic Charity ball.

17/03/07
Together with the Mayoress , attended the Mayor of Wisbech 

Charity Buffet Dance.

19/03/07 
Together with the Mayoress attended the Stroke Club AGM at

Quince Court Sandy.

20/03/07
Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the Performing Arts 

Presentation by Kempston Schools.

24/03/07
Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress, 

 

attended the Mayor of St. Ives Last Night of the Proms 

Charity Concert

25/03/07
Together with the Mayoress started the Sandy Ten and Fun Run and

presented participants with prizes and trophies to the winners.

25/03/07
Attended with the Mayoress, the Chair of Mid Beds District 

Council's Civic Service at Woburn.

30/03/07
Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress,
attended the Chairman of South Beds District Council’s Ball at
Luton.

01/04/07
Attended with the Mayoress the Mayor of Biggleswade's Civic
Service.
DEPUTY MAYOR

11/3/07
Attended with the Deputy Mayoress, the Mayor of Flitwick’s



Civic Service at the Rufus Centre.

13/3/07
Attended with other Councillors the Open Meeting on Fallowfield



at Maple Tree Lower School.

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (103/06) (CONTD)
1/4/07

Attended the Mayor of Ampthill’s Civic Service at Ampthill Baptist
Church.
The Mayor expressed his thanks to all Members for their support over the last two years and also the administration in the office who had been so helpful to him.

Cllr Mrs Sutton thanked the Mayor for his support at the recent Sandy 10 Road Race.  His attendance had been greatly appreciated by all of the 460 competitors from far afield.

8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (104/06)
(a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 26th February 2007
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Minutes including Exempt/Confidential Minute No 94/06, as previously circulated be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b)  That Exempt/Confidential Minute, Minute No 94/06 remain as an Exempt/Confidential Matter.

(b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 12th
           March 2007
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.


(c)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 19th March 2007 
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Minutes including Exempt/Confidential Minutes, Minutes Nos S32/06 and S33/06, as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

(b)  That Exempt/Confidential Minutes, Minutes Nos S32/06 and S33/06, remain as Exempt/Confidential Matters.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  SEE PART II – EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES – MINUTE NO 104/06
8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (104/06) (CONTD)

(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday
       26th March 2007
The full Minutes of this Meeting were not yet available for consideration.

A Schedule of Recommendations had been circulated:
11.  SANDY ENHANCEMENT GROUP – REPLACEMENT OF CONCRETE PLANTERS

RESOLVED:  (a)  That eight existing concrete planters in the Town Centre and shown under the category Priority 1 and 2 in the Report from the Chairman of Sandy Enhancement Group be replaced with the approved green cast iron planters with gold bands as soon as practical at a cost of £6,000.00.

(N.B. This does not include the costs of relocating the concrete planters.)

(b)  That the replacement proposed for Windsor Way be downgraded to Priority 3.


(c)  That a new tree be planted in the existing position outside Sandy Post Office and that a tree guard to match those currently on the Market Square also be provided at a total cost of £1,400.00.
FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the total costs of this project i.e. £7,400.00 plus the costs of relocating the concrete planters be found from the Capital Account.

9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (105/06)
(a)  Meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 5th March 2007
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 5th March 2007, which had been previously circulated were received.
Cllr Osborne said that unfortunately this was the last meeting of the Forum.  The County Council had now withdrawn both their officer support and their finance.

They had indicated the possible formation of a replacement body but no further information had yet been received.

As far as the Town Council was concerned Members needed to recognize that although the Forum was not a grant funding body the Town Council now had no funds or process by which it could make grants to deserving local causes.

9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (105/06) (CONTD)
This matter would need to be reviewed during the coming year with a view to a grants budget being re-introduced into the Annual Estimates.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that the Finance and General Purposes Committee be requested to review this matter early in the new Municipal Year.

A Member said that he was most disappointed that the Forum had ceased.  He hoped that efforts would now be made to replace this with some other body which would actually bring together the three tiers of local government responsible for Sandy

(b)  Cllr Aldis reported on a recent meeting of the Community Safety Group and possible proposals to enhance the problem area between Glebe Road and Cauldwell Court.
Aragon Housing had also announced that they proposed to spend in excess of £300,000.00 improving the Winchester Road area.

There were no other reports from representatives.

10.  CLERK’S REPORT (106/06)
1.  Accounts 1.04.06 to 28.2.07

RESOLVED:  That the Lists of Receipts and Payments for February 2007 which had been on display prior to the Meeting be received and approved.
2.  Bedfordshire County Council Reception for Town and Parish Councils – Tuesday 17th April 2007

The next Chairman’s Reception for Town and Parish Councils will be held at County Hall, Bedford on Tuesday 17th April 2007 at 7.30pm.

Council was requested to nominate two members to represent it at this Reception.

RESOLVED:  That the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be requested to attend the proposed Reception on Tuesday 17th April 2007.
10.  CLERK’S REPORT (106/06) (CONTD)
3.  Gypsy Traveller Issues and Options – Briefing Session, Wednesday 4th April 2007 at Chicksands at 6pm
Members have already received a copy of a letter from MBDC regarding this Briefing.

RESOLVED:  That Cllrs Scott and Pettitt be requested to attend the Briefing on Wednesday 4th April 2007.

4.  Unitary Status
The Government had announced that they have approved both the bids submitted by Bedford Borough Council and Bedfordshire County Council to go forward to the next stage of consideration.

There would now be a twelve week period of public consultation with a final decision being announced at the end of July 2007.  If both bids are supported and finally approved it appears that there may be two unitaries in Bedfordshire one for Bedford Borough and one for the rest of the County, but at the time of writing this is far from clear.

Cllr Blaine reported that the situation had changed since this update had been written.
Basically the government had now admitted that a mistake had been made and that the Central Bedfordshire option needed to be included in the short list as it also formed part of the Bedford Borough bid.

Central Bedfordshire had therefore been added to the list for public consultation.

The situation was noted.

11.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (107/06)
There were none.

12.  FARSIGHT PLC – SANDY CCTV SCHEME (4.12.06) (79/06) (108/06)
SEE PART II – EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES – 

MINUTE NO 108/06


13.  PRESS RELEASE (109/06)
RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.
RESOLVED:  THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE of the confidential nature of the business which may be transacted under this item (Sections (9) & (1)) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property or the supply of goods or services” and it may contain “information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	23.3.07

20/07


	07/00447/FULL

Mr & Mrs I Hobbs

97 St Neots Road

SANDY

SG19 
	Full application for the erection of a first floor side extension at 97 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 95 & 99 St Neots Road and 42 & 44 Western Way Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections.
	Town Council

2.4.07

3.4.07
	

	23.3.07

21/07


	07/00329/FULL

Manor Concepts Ltd

62 Sunderland Road

Sandy

SG19 1QY
	Full application for the erection of an extension to form offices and staff facilities, recladding of building and erection of fencing at 1 Darlington Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Marshall Mono, Sunderland Road, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections.
	Town Council

2.4.07

3.4.07
	

	23.3.07

22/07


	07/00354

Mr & Mrs S Tidd

11 Western Way

Sandy

SG19 1DR
	Full application for the erection of a two storey side and single storey rear extension at 11 Western Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9 and 13 Western Way, 2 Elmtree Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections.
	Town Council

2.4.07

3.4.07
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9

