SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th November 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs N Aldis (Chairman), M Bartlett, P Blaine, C Osborne, M Pettitt, D Sharman,
P Sharman, G White, D Broughton, M Scott, Mrs S Sutton, D Gale & R Smith
Also present were one member of the Press & two electors.
1. Apologies – There were none.

     Cllrs Jones & O’Leary were not present. 

2.  To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members         (P51/07) 

(a)    Prejudicial interests
        Cllr Osborne (agenda item 12) as he is Chairman of Sandy Football Club.

(b) Personal interests
  Cllr Osborne (agenda item 9) as he is Chairman of Sandy Football Club,
  who play at Bedford Road recreation ground. 
  Cllr Scott (agenda item 9 & 12) as he is President of Sandy Football 
  Club, who play at Bedford Road recreation ground. 

3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(P52/07)
     (See List Attached)

4.  To approve the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 8th October 2007     
(P53/07)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 8th October 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 22nd October 2007, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.

5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council






(P54/07)


a) Notice of Appeal received from MBDC – 07/01080/Full – Site at Land at 

     6 Stratford Road, Sandy.


 The Committee noted the actions taken by the Clerk.
b) Notice of Date of Appeal received from MBDC – Site at Land at Grange Nurseries, Beeston Green, Beeston.  This will be held on 10th January 2008, at MBDC offices, Chicksands.

 After further discussion, it was felt that a councillor should attend to 
 reiterate the stance of the Council, on this application. 

Resolved:

Cllr Aldis be requested to attend the hearing on behalf of the Council. 

c) Notice of Appeal received from MBDC – 07/01080/Full – Site at Land at 

     34 St Neots Road, Sandy


 The Committee noted the actions taken by the Clerk.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions

 
(P55/07)
There were none.
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy

(P56/07)
There were no items affecting Sandy.

8. To receive and consider the following Working Groups reports  

                                                                                                         (P57/07)

(a)  Minutes of the Car Park Working Group meeting held on Monday 

  8th October 2007

  These minutes were noted and received.


(b)  Minutes of the Riddy Working Group meeting held on Wednesday 

  3rd October 2007

  These minutes were noted and received. The following was:

 Resolved to recommend:
(i) That a figure of £6,328.47 be included in the 2008/9 Town Council estimates to cover the cost of managing the Riddy Local Nature Reserve. 

(ii) That £750 is included in the 2008/9 Town Council estimates as a contingency sum for the Riddy Local Nature Reserve.

(c)  Minutes of the Pinnacle Working Group meetings held on Wednesday 

  3rd & 17th October 2007

  These minutes were noted and received. The following was

  Resolved to recommend:
(iii) That the management plan (copy attached) be adopted by Sandy Town Council, for the period 1st April 2008 to 31st March 2011.

(iv) That the figure of £3,000 be included in the 2008/9 Town Council estimates to cover the cost of managing the Pinnacle.

(v) That the possibility of using some of the Section 106 Open Space funding towards the replacement of the seat be considered. 


(d)  Minutes of the Playing Fields Maintenance Working Group meeting held on
      Monday 5th November 2007

       These minutes were noted and received. After further discussion it was
       Resolved to recommend:
(vi) That the Council purchases a new John Deere 900 mower from AJ & R. Scambler & Sons Ltd, at a cost of £21,090 with a two year warranty.  The funding to be vired from the capital account.
(vii) That any funds received from the sale of the Ransomes 213 will be placed in the capital account.
9. To discuss the feasibility of closing Bedford Road Recreation Ground    at night and the enforcement of the Dog Ban 


(P58/07)
This item had been forwarded to the Committee from Full Council, as some residents that had attended the October meeting voiced some concerns. 
Several Councillors also spoke regarding the perceived inability of the police to tackle issues of youths congregating in this area, and the flouting of the dog ban on the recreation ground by some dog owners. A lengthy discussion took place.  An elector spoke to the Committee on the matter.  The following resolution was then proposed and seconded.
That the Clerk investigates and reports back to Full Council:
a) The cost of fencing the recreation ground at Bedford Road.
b) The requirements of MBDC to meet planning guidance of such a fence if it is placed in a conservation area.
c) The feasibility of employing a person to open/lock up the gates each day.
There was then further discussion on this motion, before it was put to the vote.  There were three votes for the motion, the rest were opposed so the motion was lost.

A second resolution was then proposed and seconded:
Resolved:
d)   That the Clerk writes to the Chief Constable, advising her of the issues in Sandy regarding anti-social behaviour.  The letter is to also remind her that at previous meetings she had held with town and parish council’s representatives she stated that she wanted to hear directly of any problems that they had in their (town & parishes) area.

e)    That the Council issues a press release stating that the Council wishes to tackle the blatant disregard of the dog ban on the recreation ground, but needs witnesses to provide evidence to the Council so it can prosecute offenders.
10. To receive and respond to the MBDC Consultation Paper; Gypsy and 

Traveller Development Plan Document: Second Issues and Option Sites










(P59/07)
The Deputy Clerk’s report was received and considered.
Resolved:

That no comment be made on this matter.
11. To discuss the impact of the water main replacement works by Anglia Water in Sandy  








(P60/07)
The Committee felt despite the late notice given by Anglian Water of the start date for the programme, the works were progressing well.
However, the Deputy Clerk was asked to obtain a detailed plan of the works on West Road, and whether one side of the road could be open during this time.

12. To receive a request from Sandy Town Football Club for a representative of the Council to join a working party looking at the future of football in Sandy 






(P61/07)

Cllr Osborne left the chamber whilst this matter was discussed.

A letter from the Football Club had been previously circulated.
Resolved:
Cllrs Gale & Pettit represent the Council on the joint working party.
Cllr Osborne then returned to the chamber.
13. To approve the creation of a new footpath across The Riddy Nature Reserve 









(P62/07)
A detailed plan from Beds County Council footpath officer had been previously circulated.  There were concerns raised that this footpath followed the route that people walked currently, but it was not necessarily the preferred walk, which would be a footpath that followed the riverbank.  There was further discussion, before it was:
Resolved:
a) That point A on the map (attached) is made a disabled access.

b) That from point A for 25m the path is tarmac, allowing disabled persons the opportunity to see the view from the riverbank.
c) That the footpath then follows the line of the riverbank drops down for the pipe and then goes back along the riverbank, to point B where a footbridge could be provided by Beds County Council.  (See dotted line on map).

14. Press Release 








(P63/07)
See item 9e.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2.11.07

103/07


	07/01777/FULL

Mr N Gaffney & Ms R Jermy

17 Girtford Crescent

SANDY

SG19 1HR
	Full application for the erection of a replacement single storey extension and conservatory to 17 Girtford Crescent, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 16 & 18 Girtford Crescent, 47 & 49 West Road, and 2c Queen’s Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	PP&OS

19.11.07

20.11.07
	

	08/11/2007

104/07


	07/01731/FULL

Tim Van Dijk Ltd

Stackyard Cottage

Rothamstead

HARPENDEN

AL5 2BQ
	Full Application for the erection of a one bedroomed dwelling on land adjoining 
33 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours  23, 25, 32 & 34 Brickhill Road notified


	RESOLVED:  Object


a) Loss of amenities to near neighbours.

b) Gross intrusion into the privacy etc of near neighbours.

c) Thought to be contrary to Policy BE1 of the District Plan.


	PP&OS

19.11.07

20.11.07
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1

