SANDY COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUM
Minutes of a Meeting of the Sandy Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 13th February 2006, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT

District Cllr P.N.Aldis (Mid Beds District Council – Chairman)



    Cllr C Osborne (Sandy Town Council)




    Cllr D Jaeger (Sandy Town Council, Substitute for Cllr M Pettitt)



   County Cllr P Blaine (Bedfordshire County Council)




    Mr G Alderson (Mid Beds District Council)




    Mr G Chatfield (Highways Agency)

Also in attendance Cllr R Smith and One Member of the Press.
1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllr McMurdo and Cllr Pettitt.
 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(17/05)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

	Cllr Blaine
	Agenda item 7(b)
	Application for a Grant Laburnum Lower School
	Member is a County Council appointed Governor of the School

	Cllr Jaeger
	Agenda item 7(b)
	Application for a Grant Laburnum Lower School
	Member is a Community Governor of the School

	Cllr Osborne
	Agenda item 7 (c)
	Application for a Grant Fire Cadet Scheme
	Member is employed by Bedfordshire and Luton Fire and Rescue Service

	Cllr Aldis
	Agenda item 7(f)
	Application for a Grant Sandy Historical Research Group
	Member is Secretary of the Group



All left the Chamber during consideration of the Items upon which they had declared an Interest.
 
(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Blaine
 Item 7(f)    Application for a Grant
 
Member is a member  

     
   
   
       Sandy Historical Research 
of the Research Group

       Group
3.  MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FORUM HELD ON MONDAY 3RD OCTOBER 2005







 (18/05)


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Forum held on Monday 3rd October 2005, which had been previously circulated, were received, approved and signed as a correct record.

4.  MATTERS ARISING                                                  (19/05)

(a) List of Community Groups in Sandy
The Chairman said that as a result of the article which had appeared in the Sandy Newsletter, several alterations had been made to existing lists and a number of new groups had been registered. 

It was hoped that a complete list may now be able to be published in the next edition of the Newsletter.

The situation was noted.

(b) County Council Representation at the Forum

County Cllr Blaine said that as requested he had now discussed this matter with Ms Helen Fudge and the Chief Executive of the County Council.
It had been made clear to him that County Council representation at the Forum could now only be expected for specific items and on an “as needs” basis.  Officers were simply not available to attend all of the Fora.

The County Council budget included funding for the continuation of the Forum and it was not thought that this was at risk.  

Community Governance and compliance with the Government Agenda was to be discussed at a later date.

The situation was noted.

(c) Building Bridges Project

The Clerk reported that he understood that the funding bid had now been submitted.  He expected that when a result was known Christian Family Care would want to meet again with the Forum.

The situation was noted.

5.  ROADS IN SANDY                                                        (20/05)  
 

Members expressed their disappointment that despite a letter from the Director of Environment of Bedfordshire County Council confirming officer attendance no-one from the County Council was present.

The Chairman extended a very warm welcome to Mr Chatfield of the Highways Agency and thanked him for his attendance.

Mr Chatfield introduced himself as the Route Manager from the Highways Agency responsible particularly for the A1, A1(M), A421 and A428.

The Department usually worked to a ten year plan involving major or large scale projects.

The situation with regard to the A1 in Sandy had been fully investigated. These had included signalling and a new roundabout at the New Road junction.

5.  ROADS IN SANDY                                                        (20/05)  (CONTD)
This signalling had been found not to be workable, and the new roundabout would increase delays on the A1 and this was not an acceptable situation. The experts were not convinced that, even if constructed at a cost of approximately £1.5m, it would have any effect on the traffic problems in Sandy and at the existing roundabout.

The area team were permitted to directly engage in projects of up to £5m provided that they involved safety, improved junctions or congestion.

The Government had indicated that they did not consider the A1 part of the major road network and did not appear to favour any measure that would increase traffic on this road.

The Agency were currently embarking on the formation of teams of Traffic Officers, they would have powers at the scenes of incidents or accidents similar to Police Officers and it was hoped that their rapid deployment would assist in overcoming delays on trunk roads, motorways etc which were due to accidents.  The first teams were already in use on certain motorways and the implementation would be increased to include all motorways and trunk roads over the coming years.

Mr Chatfield answered questions from Members regarding New Road and the existing liaison between the County Council and the Agency.

Mr Chatfield was again thanked for his attendance and retired from the meeting.

RESOLVED: That the status of the A1 Trunk Road again be a matter to be discussed with the Constituency Member of Parliament when he next visits Sandy Town Council.
Cllr Jaeger reported drainage problems in the Market Square Sandy adjacent to the Royal Mail Sorting Office and Budgens during a recent burst water main. The Clerk said that this would be reported to Bedfordshire County Council as a repair/maintenance matter.

6.  FORUM ACCOUNTS



 (21/05)

The Forum Accounts which had been previously circulated were received and considered.

RESOLVED:  That the Accounts as circulated be received.

Mr Alderson reported that the Executive of the District Council had recently passed a recommendation that all District Council funding of Community Liaison Fora should cease with effect from 31st March this year.  That recommendation was going before full Council on 2nd March and there was no reason to believe that it would not be approved.

The recommendation recognised the worth of the Community Liaison Fora and pledged the District Council’s continued support for them without the financial contribution.

Members considered the situation and gave an immediate indication that they hoped that the Sandy Forum would continue.

7.  APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS                              (22/05)

Applications for Grants had been received from:-

(a)  Girl Guiding in Sandy

Sought a Grant of £414.20 in connection with the cost of premises hire for five Rainbow, Brownie and Guide Groups that meet in the town.
RESOLVED: That a Grant of £414.20 be made to Girl Guiding in Sandy.
(b)  Friends of Laburnum Lower School

Cllrs Blaine and Jaeger left the Chamber.

Sought a Grant of £200.00 in connection with the purchase of Centenary mugs given to each pupil in the school.

RESOLVED: (i)That a Grant of £200.00 be made to the Friends of Laburnum Lower School.

(ii) That the School be requested to supply a mug for retention in the Council’s archives.


(c) Sandy Fire Cadet Scheme

Cllr Osborne left the Chamber.
The Clerk was requesting the reservation of £2500.00 in the Forum Accounts to enable the Scheme to be funded through 2006/2007.

Cllr Blaine said that he understood that the Fire Cadet Scheme may be undergoing re-organisation and therefore the Sandy Scheme may not continue to exist in the way that it is now recognised. The Clerk said that he had received no such information.

RESOLVED: (i) That the sum of £2500.00 be earmarked in the Forum Accounts in connection with the Sandy Fire Cadet Scheme but that the money only be paid subject to the continuation of the scheme.

(ii) That the Clerk be requested to ascertain from Bedfordshire and Luton Fire and Rescue Service details of their proposals for the future of the Fire Cadet organisation.

(d) Victim Support – Bedfordshire

Request a Grant of £200.00 towards the cost of the work of their organisation with the victims of crime in the town.

RESOLVED: That a Grant of £200.00 be made to Victim Support, Bedfordshire

(e) Sandy Twinning Association

The Clerk reported that another letter had been received from the Association that morning.  This letter had advised that the requested District Council funding had been refused and asking if the Forum could consider increasing its Grant.

7.  APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS                              (22/05) (CONTD)

RESOLVED: That a Grant of £750.00 be made to Sandy Twinning Association in connection with the upcoming visit from Skarszewy, Poland.

(f) Sandy Historical Research Group
Cllr Aldis left the Chamber.

Request a Grant of £500.00 to assist with the compilation of a set of photographs of scenes of Sandy’s past to enable the publication of the first of a series of booklets.

RESOLVED: (i) That a Grant of £500.00 be made to the Sandy Historical Research Group.


(ii) That it be suggested to the Group that they also consider publication of the photographs on the Sandy Community Website.

(g) Age Concern – Bedfordshire, Quince Court Luncheon Club

Requested Grant of £1576.00 in connection with the continuation of the elderly person’s luncheon Club held at Quince Court, Sandy in 2006/07.

RESOLVED: (i) That a Grant of £1576.00 be made to Age Concern, Bedfordshire.

(ii) That Age Concern be advised that due to the uncertainties currently surrounding the Community Liaison Forum it could be that there may not be any grants to any organisations next year.

8. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS                                   (23/05)

Due to the uncertainties about the continuation of the Forum, Members agreed to only one future date for a meeting.  The main debate of which may have to be the future of the Sandy Community Liaison Forum.
Monday 3rd April 2006 at 7.30 p.m.

PAGE  
1

