SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 5th November 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.












S M Foster
31st October 2007







Town Clerk
AGENDA

1.  Apologies

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.
3.  Code of Conduct DVD

Showing of Code of Conduct DVD

4.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council










(8.10pm)

(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

(See list attached)


5.  Minutes








(8.20pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 24th September 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 22nd October 2007. 

6.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(8.22pm)

(See list attached).


7.  Calendar of Meetings 2008/09




(8.30pm)
To approve the calendar of meetings 2008/09.  (Copy attached)
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8.  Local Area Agreement Reference Group



(8.35pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.

9.  Youth Council







(8.45pm)
To receive and consider Deputy Town Clerk’s report.

10. Annual Report/Newsletter Production



(8.55pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.

11.  Minerals and Waste Strategy Consultation


(9.10pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.
12.  Press release




 


(9.15pm)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	19.10.07

99/07


	07/01738/FULL

Mr & Mrs Henshaw

41 Merlin Drive

SANDY

SG19 2UN
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 41 Merlin Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 39 & 43 Merlin Drive notified


	
	F & G P

5.11.07
	

	26.10.07

100/07


	07/01752/FULL

The Roundabout Club

Bedford Road

SANDY
SG19 1EL
	Full application for the erection of a smoking shelter and renewal of fencing to front boundary (retrospective) at The Roundabout Club, 1 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	
	F & G P

5.11.07
	

	26.10.07

101/07


	07/01544/FULL

Mr K Hill

11 Stratford Road

SANDY

SG19 2AB
	Full application for the erection of a single storey side extension at 11 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	
	F & G P

5.11.07
	

	26.10.07

102/07


	07/01554/LB

Mr K Hill

11 Stratford Road

SANDY

SG19 2AB
	Listed Building application for the erection of a single storey side extension at 11 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	
	F & G P

5.11.07
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 05.11.07
6.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works







2007/2008


(1) Capital Expenditure


(a) Bow top railings in Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Now complete.

(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Mowers for Cemetery (2no)

A report on the mower situation will be given at P.P.O.S. on 19th November.
(3) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Contribution for 2 Police Community Support Officers

Payment not yet requested.

(b) Tourist Information Centre Merchandise

Not yet ordered – not needed at present.

(c) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested – permissions have now been granted for the work to commence.

(d) Permanent Planting in Roundabout beds

Work completed.

(e) Additional markings In Town Car Park

The Car Park Working Group is considering the re-marking of the car park.
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7. Calendar of Meetings 2008/09

2008

Mon
21.04.08

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
28.04.08

Annual Parish Meeting
Mon
05.05.08

Bank Holiday

Mon
12.05.08

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
19.05.08

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
26.05.08

Bank Holiday

Mon
02.06.08

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
09.06.08

Audit

Mon
23.06.08

Town Council

Mon
30.06.08

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
07.07.08

Staffing

Mon
14.07.08

Finance & General Purposes
Mon
21.07.08

Extra Meeting

Mon
04.08.08

Town Council

Mon
11.08.08

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
25.08.08

Bank Holiday

Mon
01.09.08

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
15.09.08

Town Council

Mon
22.09.08

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
29.09.08

Extra Meeting

Mon
06.10.08

Staffing

Mon
13.10.08

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
27.10.08

Town Council

Mon
03.11.08

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Sun
09.11.08

Remembrance Sunday
Mon
10.11.08

Audit
Mon
17.11.08

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
24.11.08

Extra Meeting

Mon
01.12.08

Town Council

Mon
08.12.08

Finance & General Purposes (Estimates)

Mon
15.12.08

Planning Parks & Open Space

Thur 25.12.08

Christmas Day

Fri
26.12.08

Boxing Day

2009

Thur
01.01.09

New Year's Day

Mon
05.01.09

Town Council

Mon
19.01.09

Town Council (Estimates)

Mon
26.01.09

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
02.02.09

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
09.02.09

Extra Meeting

Mon
16.02.09

Town Council

Mon
02.03.09

Staffing
Mon
09.03.09

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
16.03.09

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
30.03.09

Town Council

Fri
10.04.09

Good Friday

Sun
12.04.09

Easter Day

Mon
13.04.09

Bank Holiday

Mon
20.04.09

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
27.04.09

Annual Parish Meeting

Mon
04.05.09

May Day Bank Holiday

Mon
11.05.09

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
18.05.09

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
25.05.09

Bank Holiday
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8.  Local Area Agreement Reference Group
LAAs set out the priorities for a local area agreed between central government and a local area (the local authority and Local Strategic Partnership) and other key partners at the local level.  LAAs should simplify some central funding, help join up public services more effectively and allow greater flexibility for local solutions to local circumstances.  Through these means, LAAs are intended to devolve decision making, move away from a 'Whitehall knows best' philosophy and reduce bureaucracy.  “The primary objective of an LAA is to deliver better outcomes for local people.”

The Clerk, together with Cllr Blaine attended the recent Parish and Town Council’s Reference Group, intended to give feedback to the wider LAA Countywide Partnership and the Countywide Assembly on the opinions of the lowest tier of local government.

This is also linked to the Sustainable Community Strategy which is being reviewed at the moment and a number of priority areas had been identified for discussion:

· Growing our economy and raising the profile and identity of the county as a great place to live, work and benefit.
· Protecting and enhancing our environment, green infrastructure and spaces, promoting sustainable housing growth and preparing for climate change.

· Raising the aspirations of our children and young people

· Building cohesive, strong and safe communities with well planned, decent and affordable housing, where people have a shared identity, values and a sense of belonging.

· Reducing health inequalities and delivering good health and well-being for our communities.

Three questions were asked about each priority area:

1. What actions can we take now that will have the greatest impact in the next three years – why?

2. What is important to start now to achieve our vision for Bedfordshire in the longer term – why?

3. What (if anything) needs to be “unblocked” to make this happen?

Attached is a copy of the key priorities document and a consultation form for completion.  The Partnership Team would welcome both individual and collective responses by 9th November 2007.
(Committee is requested to consider if it would like to respond)
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9.  Youth Council      

Current Situation 

Young people are the future of our community and it is important that we, as a leading Town Council, invest in them.  We have suffered various amount of vandalism in the Town, and when questioned the culprits state that ‘there is nothing to do’, but we as a Town Council have not tried to address that bland statement. 

Despite all the bad press the vast majority of young people are social, not anti-social.  As legislation increases to 'protect' society against the 'anti-social behaviour' of the young (and the role of the Town Council will be increased in this area too), young people are finding themselves increasingly marginalised in their local communities.  It is therefore important that young people are involved in the decisions made in the local community that affect them.

Facts: More young people are victims of crime than any other group in society. West Midlands police reported over 1 million calls from local residents complaining that young people were simply 'there'.  The anti-social behaviour law will tackle the problems currently, but it will not tackle the symptom.

Developing a youth council could act as a real means of incorporating young people into our community. 

There is a £60,000 section 106 grant available for ‘Open Spaces’, if the Council was to allocate some of these monies to play equipment, how does it know what equipment is needed and will it be used.

Proposals

Some of these questions could be answered through a ‘Youth Council’, this body could be asked to canvass opinions on play equipment etc. 

Youth Councils enable Young People to;

· Voice their concerns
· Participate in local government
· Be empowered to take decisions and action to improve their local community.

Youth Councils enable Local Councils to;

· Truly represent the whole of the community they live in

· Become more vibrant, modern and dynamic

· Encourage young people to vote and become councillors when they are old

    enough.

· Improve services to young people.

A Youth Council mirrors the Town Council; it is an elected body that serves the community. However, its age range encompass young people of around 11-18 or 13-18 year-olds.  As the 11-18 age range is very large some Councils develop a mentoring system between the older and younger members, or indeed between the town councillors and the youth councillors, to ensure that everyone develops their roles and does not lose interest.
The youth council will mirror the Town Council’s structure, although a more informal and flexible approach to meetings and communications may be necessary.  It may be useful to consult the young people involved in what they would prefer their Council to look like.  The youth council must be able to feed into the general workings of the Council as a whole and is taken seriously as a component part of the Town Council, with some real power and influence. 

Core membership is normally developed through schools, youth clubs etc although those who just turn up and become involved should not be turned away. The Youth Council could consist of 15 members (reflecting the Town Council). 

It is essential that the young people themselves choose who they wish to be represented by (and not the council or school teachers).  It, therefore, may be useful to draw up nomination forms, along the lines used by the Town Council themselves, and make them available to young people wishing to become youth councillors (most likely through schools).  It is then up to the people concerned to get themselves nominated by their peer group. 

It may be useful to aim for a certain number of youth councillors per age group and ensure that these are spread across the wards (again this would reflect the Town Councils set up).

An election ensures that the young people know that the Town Council has not just selected young people to be youth councillors.  However, it may be difficult to get enough young people to stand, so participation from local schools is key.  

Membership could be staggered as a four year commitment would be too long, so say one or two year terms are best.  This will bring in new young faces frequently.  This is where it may be useful to get school teachers and youth workers involved to ensure that the profile of the youth council is maintained.

This is just some of the points which can be expanded if the Town Council wishes to pursue the idea.

There are expert advisors that can help in the initial stages, such as youth workers at MBDC and Beds CC, as well as Town Councils that have existing schemes such as St Neots and Leighton Linslade.

Expenditure

It is anticipated that most expenditure will be involved in set up costs, such as posters, nomination forms, visits to other Youth Councils for ideas, launch event etc.  I would also like the Youth Council to have some budget that they could administer in the early stages.

I therefore propose a small fund for 2008/9, which can be reviewed at the end of 2008.

Recommendations:
1) That the Council supports the idea of setting up a Youth Council.

2) That the Deputy Clerk and two councillors form a working party to produce an action plan to ensure set up is achieved by Summer 2008.

3) That a budget of £1500 is allocated towards the project.

Peter Evans

Deputy Town Clerk

29.10.07
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 05.11.07
10.  Annual Report/Newsletter Production    
The Editor of the Annual Report is proposing that the report should have a full colour cover allowing for colour advertisements on the back and inside covers.  The content and format of the Report will otherwise remain the same.  The cost of this for the same number of bulletins as last year would be £2,200 (an extra £380 for the colour cover). 

In previous years the Town Council has produced a production schedule for the Annual Report based on time constraints placed upon it by the timing of Committee Meetings and the need to distribute the report before the Annual Parish Meeting (the agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting is published in the report).

Of late this schedule has been criticised – with better communications and production techniques it is thought that the content of the Annual Report should be more up to date than the old schedules allow.

The Annual Parish Meeting takes place on 28th April 2008, at least 7 days notice of this must be given to electors but in addition the Town Mayor asks for questions from the public to be notified to him in advance so the Annual Report needs to be distributed by 14th April at the latest.  Three weekends are normally allowed for Members to distribute the report giving a publication date in the week beginning 24th March 2008.  Should Members want to use the Easter weekend then publication would have to be in the week beginning 17th March 2008.

In order to speed the process Members may wish to appoint the Mayor and Deputy Mayor to review the content of the Report as they do with the quarterly newsletters.  The Office Administrator is able to take responsibility for the advertising in the report.
(Members are requested to consider the date of publication, the change to a colour cover (cost to be included in the 2008/09 estimates) and whether they wish to delegate the review of the content)
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11.  Minerals and Waste Strategy Consultation  

Bedfordshire County Council and Luton Borough Council are jointly preparing the Minerals and Waste Development Framework (MWDF) for Bedfordshire and Luton under the provisions of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

The MWDF, upon adoption, will replace the existing Bedfordshire and Luton Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2005 – 2016.  It will set out the policies and proposals for the development and use of land for minerals extraction and waste management within the County.  It will guide decisions on planning applications and provide the spatial plan for Bedfordshire and Luton in relation to Minerals and Waste. 

The consultation documents are available at: 

www.bedfordshire.gov.uk
Work has already commenced on the Minerals Development Plan Documents and the ‘Preferred Options’ for these documents will soon be published for consultation.  The General Environment Development Control Polices within the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan has now been saved and consequentially will be reviewed as and when necessary.  This document is specifically in relation to the Waste Development Plan Documents aspect of the Framework.

The Governments “Sustainable Communities” agenda, supported by the Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub- Regional Strategy (MKSM) and East of England Plan, sets out the significant growth proposals for Bedfordshire and Luton with over 90,000 new homes expected to be planned for by 2031.  This level of growth in the area will consequently have significant implications for waste management. 

The UK’s waste management systems are also facing a period of dramatic change, driven by European legislation, Government Targets, the need for improved environmental protection, and public expectations.  Ways must be found of reducing the current dependency on landfill and move towards more sustainable methods of managing waste, in line with specific targets and the principles of the waste hierarchy 

The Issues and Options Papers Part I and Part II is the first main stage in the production of the Bedfordshire and Luton Waste Development Plan Documents which will address the above issues at a local level. 

The purpose of the Waste Development Plan Documents is to set out policies and proposals for waste management in line with National and Regional Policies and Targets. 
Part I of the Issues and Options Paper sets out the main Issues and Options that are needed to inform and prepare the Core Strategy. 

Part II sets out all the nominated sites for potential waste sites within Bedfordshire and Luton in line with Regulations. At this stage there is no presumption in favour or otherwise of any of the sites. 

There are various stages to the Waste Development Plan Documents production and as highlighted previously, this Issues and Options stage is the first to undergo consultation.  Following this there will be further consultation periods in which to get involved.  These will be at the Preferred Options stage, the submission stage and if required the Public Inquiry, held by an independent Government Planning Inspector. 
Of the nominated sites for consideration none are situated within Sandy.  Sites at Everton, Roxton and Biggleswade are being considered and copies of the consultations on those sites are attached. 
(Committee is requested to consider if it would like to comment on the document or on any of the nominated sites). 
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