SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 14th August 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

9th August 2006







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  Apologies
2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.

3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
            (7.32pm)











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See list attached)

4.  Minutes









      (7.40pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 26th June 2006 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 31st  July 2006. (Previously circulated)

5. Position of outstanding authorised/contracted works   (7.42pm)

(See list attached)

6. Five year plan for the Council




(7.50pm)
To receive and consider notes of the meeting of Policies Working Group to be held on 8th August 2006.  
(Copy to follow)

7. Revised charges for marking out Bedford Road Football Pitch
(8.10pm)
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  

(Copy attached)
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8.  Staff Training Courses



(8.10pm)
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  

(Copy attached)
*9. Risk Assessments




(8.15pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  

(Copy attached) (Exempt Information – Members only)
10. Press release






  (8.25pm)

*Exempt information- Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 14 of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be asked to retire from the meeting during consideration of this item. 
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5 .  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works







2006/2007



(1) Capital Expenditure

(a) Replace Rainbow Tube Slide at Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Work now completed.
(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

Purchase of 2 No Cut and Strim Hand Mowers
Research has finally shown that the present generation of cut and strim mowers would not be suitable for use in the Cemetery and this decision was communicated to Staffing Committee who instructed that the two mowers intended for replacement should be replaced by conventional machines.
Since then the groundstaff have had the use of or seen demonstrations of several types of alternative machines.  They have however, seen nothing that they have felt would improve on the present machinery, even the direct replacement mower is now bulkier and more unwieldy than the model in use at present.

As a result the Foreman and Groundstaff have recommended that they continue to use the two existing mowers as they are working satisfactorily, for the rest of this year.  The Saltex exhibition of Groundskeeping equipment takes place in September and suitable replacements will be sought there, for inclusion in the 2007/2208 Annual Estimates.
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7. Revised charges for marking out Bedford Road Football Pitch, Season 2006/2007
Members will recall that this item was discussed twelve months ago by this Committee.  At that time the charge for marking out the pitch at Bedford Road had not increased for two years and it was decided that the charge should then be increased to £12.50 per marking.

It is now necessary to review this decision.  Members may consider that because the majority of the cost is made up of employee time that an increase in line with the latest (April 2006) pay award of 3% would be fair.  This would increase the cost of pitch marking to £12.90.  

Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to instruct as to the level of fees to be charged for the marking of the pitch at Bedford Road Recreation Ground for Season 2006/2007.
S M Foster
Deputy Clerk to the Council

1st August 2006
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8.  Staff Training Courses

Members will be aware that the present training budget has been earmarked to pay for the Deputy Clerk to undertake the CertHE in Local Policy with the proviso that should other members of staff have training needs the cost will be met from the Contingency budget.  
Mrs Baker-Smith would like to undertake a course in Local Council Administration, which provides a good grounding in local Council activities. Mr Gilbert has been asked to complete training in Play Equipment Maintenance.  The cost of the two courses including travelling expenses will be £400.00.

Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to recommend the authorisation of the payment of £400.00 from the Contingency Account to cover the training costs for the Certificate in Local Administration and Play Equipment Maintenance courses.
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

1st August 2006
8

