Sandy Town Council



To:
All Members of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, Sandy Town Council
You are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee of Sandy Town Council which will be held in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire on Monday 3 October 2011 at 7.30pm for the purpose of transacting the items of business below.








Delia Shephard









Town Clerk 
  22 September 2011

A G E N D A

	1
	Apologies for absence



	2
	Declaration of Interests

To receive declarations of interests from members

(Members of the Committee are invited to declare any personal or personal and prejudicial interests they may have in any items on the Agenda for this meeting, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members)

a) Personal

b) Prejudicial 



	3
	Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
To receive any Planning Applications submitted for comment by Sandy Town Council. (Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).

See list attached.



	4
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To consider the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 15 August 2011 which have previously been circulated and to approve them as a correct record of proceedings.


	5
	Position of outstanding authorised contracted works

To note the outstanding authorised contracted works.  See list attached.


	6
	Highways Presentation

To receive a presentation from Lee Baldry, Highways Department, Central Bedfordshire Council about issues pertaining to Station Road and New Road and their relationship with the High Street and A1.


	7
	Central Bedfordshire Highway Maintenance Three Year Programme 2012-2015
To note the consultation process on Central Bedfordshire’s 3 year programme of highways maintenance schemes and the process and timescales for producing the draft programme of improvement schemes developed by CBC in accordance with LTP3 and, if appropriate,  to suggest maintenance schemes for consideration by highways and/or notify CBC of any other requests of which they are unaware.  Correspondence attached.


	8
	Terms of Reference for policies sub-committee
To receive and approve the terms of reference of the policies sub-committee.



	9
	Annual Calendar of Meetings

To note arrangements for calendar of meetings from 28 May 2012 onwards.


	10
	Correspondence from Blunham Village Hall Committee
To consider a letter from Blunham Parish requesting support with funding applications for phase three of a three phase programme of renovation and modification of Blunham Village Hall. Correspondence attached.


	11
	Insurance for Street lights and Street Furniture
To note current insurance arrangements and consider alteration to cover.



	12
	Matters from Premises
To consider the following recommendations from Premises Sub-committee made at a meeting on 20 September 2011:
1. That a convector heater with a thermostatic control and fan is purchased and installed in the Depot toilet at Stratford Road to reduce the chance of pipes freezing during the winter at a cost of £236.99.

2. That a quotation is obtained to install a new end cap to the wall/roof above the line-marking store/toilet end of the Depot building at Stratford Road.
3. That, as well as an end cap, other alternatives are investigated and quotations obtained.

4. That the DSO staff are consulted on how they would like the mess room in the portakabin to be laid out and ideas canvassed from other sources if appropriate.

5. That the DSO staff and Town councillors volunteer their services to clear out the mess room in the portakabin during a specified weekend.

6. That the two heaters under the Past Chairmen/Mayors Boards in the council chamber should be replaced with Evovector low level heaters similar to the existing heaters and further quotations obtained subject to satisfactory quotation.


	13
	Consultation on Children’s Centres in Central Bedfordshire

To consider making a response to Central Bedfordshire Council’s current consultation on the organisation of Children’s Centre services. Consultation document attached.


	14
	Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

1. To receive the minutes of a meeting of the Policies Sub-committee 
2. To receive the minutes of a meeting of the Premises Sub-committee 



	15
	Press Release


Information supporting Agenda Items 
F&GP Committee Meeting on 3 October 2011
	3
	Planning Applications 
Date

Application
Details
19/09/11

56/11

CB/11/02727/ FULL

Mr J Waldock

1 Foster Grove

Sandy

SG19 1HP

Extend front of garage 1.3m to come in line with front of house and creation of pitched roof above at 1 Foster Grove, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3, 15 & 16 Foster Grove, Sandy notified.
19/09/11

55/11

CB/TPO/11/ 00270

Mr B Taylor

1 Whiteacre

Grange Gardens

The Green

Beeston

SG19 1PG
Works to tree subject to a Tree Preservation Order: Raise the crown by 3m, thin crown by 25% & remove dead branches overhanging the northern corner of the rear garden of 1 Whiteacre, Grange Gardens on one Lime tree listed as T1 on TPO No 7/2011 at Brookside, 2 Grange Gardens, Beeston, Beds.

Near neighbours Brookside, 2 Grange Gardens, Beeston notified.

CB/TCA/11/ 00274

Mr J Whitehurst

Sandy Town Council

10 Cambridge Road

Sandy

SG19 1JE
Notification of works to a tree within a Conservation Area: Raise the crown of one Hornbeam Tree to the left hand side of the War Memorial as seen from the road, the amount raised is to be no more than that to the side nearest the road at the Recreation Ground, Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.  

Near neighbours 14,15 & 16 Bedford Road, Sandy notified
20/09/11

57/11

CB/11/03276/ VOC

Tesco Stores Ltd

C/o Contour Planning Services Ltd

Weltech Centre Ridgeway

Welwyn Garden City

Herts

AL7 2AA
Variation of Condition; Variation of conditions 4 (vehicular access junction details) and 10 (footway/cycleway details on planning permission CB/10/04078/FULL dated 7 September 2011 for the erection of Class A1 Foodstore, associated car parking, new vehicular access from New Road, upgraded existing access for service vehicles, creation of bus turning area and lay-by, realignment of drainage ditch, erection of retaining walls and other supporting infrastructure at former R K B 
Precision Products Ltd, New Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 35 Willow Rise, MDM Consultants, Sandy Service Station Ltd, JSB McGinley, Limelight Direct, New Road, Sandy Station, Sandy notified.

22/09/11

58/11

CB/11/02859/

FULL

Mr and Mrs M Fowler

16 The Green

Beeston

SG19 1PF

Replacement of attached garage with integrated roofscape with existing outbuilding and single storey lounge extension to replace conservatory.

16 Beeston Green, Beeston, Sandy SG19 1PF

Near neighbours notified.

23/09/11

59/11

CB/11/03333/

FULL

Mr K Barton

42 Kestrel Way

Sandy

Bedfordshire

SG19 2TE

Erection of single storey front extension to garage.

42 Kestrel Way, Sandy SG19 2TE.

Near neighbours notified. 



	5
	Position of outstanding authorised contracted works

(a) Special Items from the Revenue Account

Election costs


£6,000.00


Work completed, invoice awaited.  

Mobile CCTV monitoring
£1,200.00

Contract approved, invoice awaited.
Grants and Donations

£3,000
£2,600 for future grant allocations is still available.
Swimming Scheme

£2,000.00

Sum of £240 paid to Sandye Academy in respect of the young people’s swimming scheme as part of a grant of up to £480 allocated for this purpose.  A further sum of £180.45 has been committed to Sandy & District Senior Citizens Community Support Group.  Financial and attendance details of the project are awaited so that the £180.45 can be paid to the Senior Citizens Group and the appropriate balance of the remaining £240 can be paid to the Youth Club.   The maximum expenditure will be £660.45 leaving a balance of £1,339.55 unspent.
(b) Capital Account

Chamber heaters



£1,000.00

See minutes of Premises Sub-committee meeting held on 20 September 2011 (Item 6).


	7
	Central Bedfordshire Highway Maintenance Three Year Programme

Correspondence, pro-forma and CBC Scheme Request List are attached for members’ consideration.


	8
	Terms of Reference for Policies sub-committee

The following TOR were agreed by the committee at a meeting on 12 August 2011:
“The sub-committee will report to the Finance & General Purposes Committee of Sandy Town Council.

The sub-committee will elect its own chairman and will have a minimum membership of five with a quorum of three.

The sub-committee will generally meet no more frequently than quarterly although special meetings may be arranged from time to time

The role of the sub-committee will be to research matters relating to any and all Sandy Town Council policies and structures and prepare and recommend specific policies and structures to the appropriate body according to the Town Council’s current scheme of delegations.

Policies or issues for consideration may be referred to the policies sub-committee by members, officers and all working groups, sub-committees and committees of Sandy Town Council.

The aim of the sub-committee will be to ensure that Sandy Town Council develops an integrated, consistent and appropriate suite of policies which are compliant with legislation and good practice and are regularly reviewed.  These policies will inform all Sandy Town Council procedures.

The sub-committee shall have no authority to make policy itself and shall refer all its recommendations to Town Council or committee depending on the Town Council’s current scheme of delegation.”
Members are invited to adopt the terms of reference.


	9
	Annual Calendar of Meetings
Sandy Town Council council/committee meetings are booked until 28 May 2012.  In previous years the calendar of meetings for the next 12 month period appears to have been planned and submitted for approval at the October meeting of F&GP.  As the Policies Sub-committee is currently reviewing committee structure and meeting frequency the Clerk has deferred further detailed planning of the calendar pending the review.  However, it is anticipated that a calendar will be produced as soon as practical.  


	10
	Correspondence from Blunham Village Hall Committee

Blunham Village Hall is run and maintained by a charitable trust with the support from Blunham Parish Council, residents and grant making bodies.  The charity has undertaken renovations of the facility and is currently seeking funding from WREN and BIFFA, in total £45,000, to complete the improvements.  Sandy Town Council is asked to support this project in order to demonstrate to potential funders the local demand for the project; a copy of the letter is attached.


	11
	Insurance for Street lights and Street Furniture

The Town Council’s current insurance policy does not cover any street furniture which includes lampposts, benches, waste bins etc.  It has recently been suggested by members that damage to lamppost columns should be recovered from insurance but this is not currently possible.  During the summer months a public bench on the Pinnacle Hill was destroyed by arson and it was not possible to make a claim for this item either.   A quotation from our insurers indicates that based on a sum insured of £352,000 the annual additional premium is likely to be in the region of £690.00 inclusive of Insurance Premium Tax.  The bench will cost £400 to replace (plus installation cost) and damage to lampposts has been considerable in recent months.   The excess on the policy is £250.  

Members are asked to consider the merit of taking out insurance with immediate effect and/or allowing for an increase in insurance cover for the next financial year.


	12
	Matters from Premises
Draft minutes from a meeting of the Premises Sub-committee meeting on 20 September 2011 are attached.  Members are invited to approve the recommendations made by the Sub-committee.


	13
	Children’s Centres Consultation

Earlier this year central government set out their intentions for Children’s Centre services to be focused on supporting the most vulnerable children and families.  In response Central Bedfordshire Council has identified 3 ways of organizing Children’s Centres to help focus resources in the most deprived areas of Central Bedfordshire and Town/Parish Councils are invited to give their views on the differing proposals by 26 October 2011.  A copy of the consultation document is attached.  

Members are invited to consider making a response advising CBC of their preferred option and the reasons for this, as well as expressing views on the advantages and disadvantages of all three options.  



	14
	Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

1. Draft minutes of a meeting of the Policies Sub-committee held on 12 August 2011 attached
2. Draft minutes of the Premises sub-committee meeting held on 20 September 2011 attached.
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