Sandy Town Council



	Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy on Monday 7 November 2011 


	Present: Cllrs N Aldis, W Jackson, K Lynch, M Pettitt, Mrs M Runchman, M Scott, R Smith, Mrs J Smyth, Mrs S Stacey, Mrs S Sutton (Chairman) and G White.
The Town Clerk was in attendance as was Mrs S Wileman, Service Development Manager, Central Bedfordshire Council.  
Absent: Cllrs J Ali, Mrs S Lunn and D Sharman.


	1
	Apologies for absence (80/2011-12)
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Lunn and Sharman.


	2
	Declarations of interests 
(a) Personal Interests

(b) Prejudicial Interests
None


	3

	Fallowfield Adoption

It was resolved:  that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by ss100 and 102 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (ie commercially sensitive information).

Council noted that on 17 October 2011 Sandy Town Council’s Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee agreed a recommendation to be made to Town Council to authorise the Clerk to negotiate on behalf of Sandy Town Council with Kier Homes in the matter of the potential adoption of public open space and play areas within the Fallowfield Housing Estate, Sandy.  Confidential negotiation parameters were included within the recommendation.  Following that meeting a further report had been provided by the Clerk.  
Council debated the original recommendation and the clerk’s confidential report and a range of views were expressed. A proposal to approve the original recommendation of the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee made on 
17 October 2011 was defeated.  A recorded vote had been requested and those in favour of this recommendation were Cllrs Lynch, Osborne, Jackson, Scott and Smith, those against were Cllrs Stacey, Smythe, Pettit, White, Aldis and Sutton. 
It was resolved: to authorise the Clerk to negotiate on behalf of Sandy Town Council with Kier Homes in the matter of the potential adoption of public open space and play areas within the Fallowfield Housing Estate, Sandy with differing negotiation terms.  A recorded vote was requested and those in favour of the proposition were Cllrs Aldis, Lynch, White, Pettit, Stacey, Smythe and Sutton,  those against were Cllrs Osborne, Jackson, Scott, Runchman and  

and Smith.
(Cllr Lynch left the meeting.)


	4
	Mediation Arrangements
It was resolved:  that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by ss100 and 102 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (ie confidential personal information).

Cllr Pettit read a statement from the staffing committee concerning resolution of an informal grievance which had been raised by a staff member on 21 September 2011.  As the staffing committee believed grievances should be addressed as quickly as possible it had chosen to deal with this matter by means of formal workplace mediation and after seeking alternative quotations a single day of intensive mediation had been arranged to be conducted by an external expert at a cost of £900.  This mediation had taken place on 10 October 2011.  Issues arising from this specific case were discussed.
It was resolved: to approve the expenditure of £900 on formal workplace mediation.  



PAGE  
2

