SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 4th December 2006, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood





   "   C Osborne





   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman






   "   R Smith






   "   Mrs S Sutton   






   "   G White   

together with County Councillor John Scott.
1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Baker, Gurney and Jaeger.
 

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(70/06)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Osborne
 Item 6d     P.P.O.S. Recommendation
Member is Chairman of Sandy 
regarding Bedford Road

Football Club



 Pavilion
  

Member left the Chamber during consideration of this item.
 
(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Scott
 Item 6d     P.P.O.S. Recommendation
Member is President of Sandy 


regarding Bedford Road               Football Club

      

                                    Pavilion
3. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS 
(71/06)

(a)An elector asked if the Town Council would approach the Passenger Transport Manager for Bedfordshire County Council to request that the bus stop which had previously been sited by the Texaco garage be reinstated.

(b)Several residents of the Fallowfield estate had requested that hard standing or a footpath be provided by the bus stop on Sunderland Road so that they did not have to stand on the grass verge while waiting for the bus.
RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the Passenger Transport Manager asking for the reinstatement of the bus stop by the Texaco garage on the west side of the A1 and for the provision of hard standing or pavement by the stop at the Fallowfield Estate.
4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (72/06)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (73/06)

The Mayor thanked the Members who had attended the Victorian Christmas Fair the previous afternoon.  The event had been very successful.

24.10.06 Hosted with the Mayoress an Evening in Sandy, at the Council Chamber, 


attended by other Sandy Town Councillors.  Mayors and Chairs of other 


Councils and where the Clerk gave a very interesting talk on Roman Sandy.

25.10.06 Attended the AGM of The Association of Town and Parish Councils at 

Cranfield, with Cllr Sharman.  Cllr Blaine was also in attendance.

27.10.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress, the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress, attended 

The Mayor of Godmanchester’s Charity Quiz Night.

28.10.06 Together with the Mayoress, attended the opening of the new Red Cross



Headquarters at Luton.

1.11.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis’s

Charity Dinner.

7.11.06 Together with the Clerk, met with Paul Nicholls of the Bedfordshire & Luton 

Fire and Rescue Service, in respect of the local Fire Cadet Scheme.

9.11.06 Attended with Mrs R Crossman (Sandy TIC) the East of England Tourist Board AGM at Woburn.

9.11.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended the 

Mayor of Flitwick’s Charity Concert at the Rufus Centre, Flitwick.

10.11.06 Together with the Mayoress attended the Bedfordshire Age Concern AGM in

Bedford.

12.11.06 Accompanied by the Deputy Mayor and other Councillors took part in the 

Annual Remembrance Day Parade and laid a wreath at the Memorial.

Accompanied by the above, Mayoress and Deputy Mayoress attended the service at St Swithun’s Church.

18.11.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the launch of the Families in Need

Christmas Appeal held at Satchells Estate Agents, Market Square, Sandy.

18.11.06 Together with the Mayoress attended the “Battle of the Bands” competition at

Sandy Upper School.

24.11.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Annual Presentation of Sandy 

Cricket Club.

25.11.06 Carried out the duties of Father Christmas at Robert Peel Lower School at their

Christmas Fayre.

5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (73/06) (CONTD)
1.12.06
Took part in Radio broadcast Biggles FM (Phil Dean Tea at 3.30pm).

1.12.06 Together with the Mayoress attended Mid Beds Civic reception at Chicksands.

3.12.06 Hosted Sandy Victorian Day at the Queen’s Head, together with the Mayoress


which was attended by Civic Dignitaries and fellow Councillors and partners.

DEPUTY MAYOR

7.11.06 Together with Cllr Sharman attended a Town and Parish Council Reception 

Hosted jointly by Beds County Council and Mid Beds District Council at the


Offices at Chicksands.

11.11.06 Attended short Act of Remembrance at Sandy War Memorial organized by

The Royal British Legion.
6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (74/06)

(a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 23rd October 2006
RESOLVED: That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b) Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 30th October 2006


RESOLVED: That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
DRAFT ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2007/2008 

RESOLVED: That the Town Council should, over several years, generate a revenue balance figure to be carried forward each year independently of the Precept figures.



(c)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 6th November 2006.
RESOLVED:  (i) That the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute No (F39/06), as previously circulated be approved and adopted.
 

(ii) That Exempt Minute, Minute No (F39/06) remain as an Exempt Matter.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

ANNUAL REPORT ADVERTISING RATES


RESOLVED: (a)That the rates for advertising in the Town Council’s Annual Report for 2007 should be set as follows:



Full page  
£110.00

Half page
£  86.00

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (74/06) (CONTD)

Quarter page
£  50.00

(b) That the rate set for an eighth page of the Newsletter should remain at £26.00

SEE ALSO PART II MINUTES – EXEMPT MINUTES, MINUTE NO:74/06
(d) Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 13th November 2006
It was pointed out that Minute No: (P61/06) regarding the proposals put to Council by the Sandy Enhancement Group was inaccurate. It was proposed that a further sentence be added to the first paragraph of the report, reading:

“Members then moved to consider the various recommendations in the report” 

In addition, under the heading “Town Centre Roundabout” the Resolution should read:  

”That approval be given for the permanent planting of all the beds in the centre of the roundabout providing that professional advice is sought regarding the appropriate plants and so as not to affect the young cedar tree on the centre bed”

RESOLVED:  That with the addition of the amendments above the Minutes, as previously circulated be approved and adopted.
RECOMMENDATIONS:


SANDY FOOTBALL CLUB – REQUEST TO BE ALLOWED TO UNDERTAKE WORKS AT BEDFORD ROAD PAVILION, SANDY 








RESOLVED: (a) That in acknowledgement of the responsibility that Sandy Town Council has for part of this Pavilion Building the Town Council makes a Grant of £300.00 towards the total costs of the proposed replacement guttering.

(b) That the funding be found from the 2006/2007 Contingency Account.

(e) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 20th November 2006

RESOLVED: That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

MAINTENANCE OF SANDY CEMETERY



RESOLVED: (a) That in order to overcome the reported maintenance problems at Sandy Cemetery and in an effort to return the overall appearance of the Cemetery to an acceptable standard, authority be given for the employment of a temporary member of staff for one month.

(b) That the finance required, £1,000, be found from the 2006/2007 Contingency Account.
7.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES                  (75/06)

(a) Meeting of Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 27th November 2006

Members noted that the Minutes of the meeting were not yet available and would be submitted to the Meeting of Town Council to be held on 15th January 2007.
(b) Verbal Reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
(a) County Councillor John Scott spoke about the Stronger Local Communities White Paper and in particular Unitary Status.The County Council had decided to look to become a Unitary Authority. He said that it was Bedford Borough Council’s intention also to apply for Unitary Status and that the administration of the County Council felt that it was in the best interests of Bedfordshire that it too should seek this status.

He outlined the timetable for the process: Bids were to be submitted by 25th January 2007, in March 2007 the Government will announce which bids have met their criteria and will continue to the next stage. Between March and June 2007 there will be consultations with stakeholders and the final decision on Unitary status will be announced in July 2007. It was not known at this stage what M.B.D.C. proposed to do about this.
Cllr Scott answered Members’ questions and was thanked by the Mayor for attending and giving the Council the information he had.


(b) Councillor Aldis reported that an open meeting of the Community Safety Group was to be held the following night in the Council Chamber, to discuss the new Cold Calling Zones being introduced in Sandy.

8.  CLERK’S REPORT (76/06)

(1)  Accounts 01.04.06 to 31.10.06
RESOLVED: That the list of Receipts and Payments for October 2006, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

 (2) Briefing on Emergency Planning

The information that the briefing by Bedfordshire County Council was to take place at Town Council meeting on 15th January 2007 was noted.

9. NALC CONFERENCE 22ND TO 24TH SEPTEMBER 2006  (77/06)
The delegate’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received.  Cllr Blaine answered Members’ questions.

The Mayor recorded the thanks of the Council to Councillor Blaine for attending the Conference and producing the report.

10. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (78/06)

There were none.


11. FARSIGHT P.L.C. – SANDY C.C.T.V. SCHEME   (79/06)
SEE ALSO PART II MINUTES – EXEMPT MINUTES, MINUTE NO:79/06
12.  PRESS RELEASE (80/06)

RESOLVED: That no Press Release is considered necessary.
RESOLVED: THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM  (SECTION 14) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, IT MAY CONCERN “ANY ACTION TAKEN OR TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION OF A CRIME” 

AND (SECTION 7), IT MAY “INVOLVE INFORMATION REGARDING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (OTHER THAN THE AUTHORITY)”, THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING. 


THE FOLLOWING MINUTE WILL REMAIN A CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 SECTION 44(1B) “INFORMATION IS EXEMPT INFORMATION IF IT’S DISCLOSURE (OTHERWISE THAN UNDER THIS ACT) BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HOLDING IT IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ANY COMMUNITY OBLIGATION.”

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	16.11.06

102/06


	06/01865/OUT

Mr T Dennis

c/o DLP Consultants

4 Abbey Court
Fraser Road

Priory Business Park

Bedford

MK44 3NH


	Outline application for the erection of one dwelling (all matters Reserved except layout and access) on land at Grange Nurseries, Beeston Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours The Grange, Beeston Green, Beeston notified
	RESOLVED:  Object

The development is outside the settlement envelope.
	Town Council

4.12.06

5.12.06
	

	17.11.06

103/06


	06/01750/FULL

Mr M Byrne

16 Laburnum Road

Sandy

SG19 1HQ
	Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension to 16 Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 14 and 18 Laburnum Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections


	Town Council

4.12.06

5.12.06
	

	17.11.06

104/06


	87/01821/OA

Twigden Homes Ltd

The Shrubbery

Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BY
	Outline application: residential development construction of A1/Sunderland Road link, associated infrastructure and open space to discharge condition 11 (Public Open Space, Play Areas and Football Pitch) at Ivel Park, Sunderland Road, Sandy,. Beds.


	RESOLVED:  Object

a)  The basketball area is located too close to housing and is likely to cause loss of amenity (noise nuisance) to near neighbours.

b)  Sandy Town Council would prefer all the accesses to the recreation ground to be gated in order that a dog ban bye-law may be implemented if wanted.


	Town Council

4.12.06

5.12.06
	

	29.11.06

105/06


	06/01917/FULL

Ms E Dalton

27 Cottage Road

Sandy

SG19 1BY
	Full application for the erection of a first floor front extension and garage conversion at 27 Cottage Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 25, 29, 30 and 32 Cottage Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections


	Town Council

4.12.06

5.12.06
	

	29.11.06

106/06


	06/01812/FULL

Mr A Maguire

25 Orchard Road

Beeston

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1GF
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension with pitched roof to replace existing conservatory at 25 Orchard Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 23 and 27 Orchard Road, Beeston notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections


	Town Council

4.12.06

5.12.06
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	29.11.06

107/06


	06/01922/SE73

Mr P Fowler

Acorn Barn

Paddock View

Mangrove Green

Cockernhoe

LU2 8QG
	Section 72 Determination: Variation of condition 9 (Fixed windows to flank elevations) attached to planning permission ref 06/01243/FULL dated 7/9/06 for the erection of pair of semi-detached cottages to permit the second floor side windows to be openable in case of an emergency to comply with the building regulations on land between 13 and 17 Kings Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neigbours 13 & 17 Kings Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No Objections


	Town Council

4.12.06

5.12.06
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