SANDY COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUM

Minutes of a Meeting of the Sandy Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 27th November 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.  

PRESENT




    Cllr C Osborne (Sandy Town Council)

Cllr M Pettitt (Sandy Town Council)



   County Cllr P Blaine (Bedfordshire County Council)

District Councillor A Gammell (Mid Beds District Council)

Mr G Alderson (Mid Beds District Council)

AGENDA

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from District Councillor Aldis (Chairman).

1a. RESOLVED:  That in the absence of the Chairman, Cllr C Osborne be requested to Chair the meeting.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (9/06)
(a)  Prejudicial Interests
There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests
Cllr Pettitt

Agenda Item 8 – Grant Applications
Member is a




Received from Sandy Cricket Club
Vice President




and Sandy Twinning Association.

of Sandy Cricket
Club and a member of Sandy Twinning Association.
Cllr Osborne

Agenda Item 4 – Sandy Fire Cadet
Member is

Scheme




employed by










Bedfordshire &

Luton Fire










& Rescue Service

3.  MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FORUM HELD ON MONDAY 24th JULY 2006 (10/06)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Forum held on Monday 24th July 2006, which had been previously circulated were received, approved and signed as a correct record.
4.  SANDY FIRE CADET SCHEME (11/06)
The result of the Meeting between the Mayor, Clerk and representative of the Chief Fire Officer was noted with pleasure.

Members expressed their satisfaction that the Fire Cadet Scheme was to continue.  In the light of the decision of the Fire Authority to continue this scheme it was thought unlikely that any further reply would be received from the Department of Communities and Local Government.
Members then moved to consider funding of the Fire Cadet Scheme.

Cllr Osborne indicated that in the light of his Declaration of Interest he would continue to Chair this matter but would not vote.

RESOLVED:  That the Sandy Community Liaison Forum enter an Agreement with Bedfordshire & Luton Fire & Rescue Service to fund the Sandy Fire Cadet Scheme for a further three years in the total sum of £7,500.00.
5.  FUTURE OF COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUMS (12/06)
The reply received from Bedfordshire County Council was noted.

County Councillor Blaine said that he had heard nothing about this matter in County Hall and so the suggested report had not yet gone to members.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.
6.  POSSIBLE YOUTH SHELTER, FUNDED BY FORUM (13/06)
The Clerk reported that he had heard nothing further from Manor Farm.

County Councillor Blaine said that he was aware that Manor Farm were conducting a survey among the young people with whom they had contact regarding both the possible provision of a shelter and locations.

6.  POSSIBLE YOUTH SHELTER, FUNDED BY FORUM (13/06) (Contd)

He understood that if a suitable site could be found and there was sufficient interest, they would be submitting their own grant applications to other appropriate bodies.

Mr Alderson referred to the note in his report regarding Youth Shelters.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.
7.  POSSIBLE IDEAS FOR THE DISPOSAL OF SOME OF THE FORUM FUNDS ON DIVERSIONARY YOUTH ACTIVITIES IN SANDY (14/06)
The Clerk reminded Members of other ongoing projects that the Forum had supported over many years for example Elderly Persons Luncheon Club and the decision earlier this evening to continue to support the Fire Cadet Project; these would have an impact on the financial balance shown on the papers attached to the Agenda.


The Clerk also said that he had been handed an Application that evening from the Sandy Skating Association for a Grant in connection with repairs to the edges of the skate park on Sunderland Road, Sandy in the sum of £4,244.00.  Clearly this could not be dealt with this evening but Members may wish to bear this in mind when allocating any Forum funds.  Mr Alderson then spoke on the various items in his Report which had been previously circulated.

After a full debate it was

RESOLVED:  That the Forum fund the following Youth activities in Sandy during 2007.
Dance Fuzion – A programme of dance instruction based at Sandy Upper School and led by Bedfordshire Youth Dance Company.  To be run twice during the half term weeks in 2007.  A nominal cost to be charged to participants, the Forum finance to be used to keep this charge as low as possible.

Total (for both workshops)
£600.00

Dance Fuzion – A programme of dance instruction but designed particularly to encourage young people to dance in connection with a healthy lifestyle and tackling obesity (unlike the programme above which is dancing for pleasure).The 

programme would run for 30 weeks for 20 young people.

Total



£1,800.00

7.  POSSIBLE IDEAS FOR THE DISPOSAL OF SOME OF THE FORUM FUNDS ON DIVERSIONARY YOUTH ACTIVITIES IN SANDY (14/06) (Contd)

“Run Riot” with Sport and Arts – An opportunity for young people aged 8-13 years to take part in a variety of activities during the school holidays.  This project would run for one week, based at Sandye Place School either during the Easter holiday or the Summer holiday.  There would be 40 places available.  Events would include drama, film making, creative arts and games, together also with an opportunity to take part in physical activities such as team games, football, rounders, basketball, tournaments etc.
Unfortunately during 2005/2006 the take up for this scheme in Sandy was the lowest across the whole District and it is thought that this was due to the cost per participant of £45.00 each.  A grant from the Forum will allow this charge to be reduced and thus to judge whether costs were the sole reason for the scheme not being supported in Sandy.
TOTAL



£2,015.00

FINAL TOTAL ALLOCATED
£4,415.00

8.  APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS (15/06)
(a)  Sandy Cricket Club 
Sought a Grant of £650.00 in connection with the provision of coaches training courses at the Club to enable the Club to undertake additional coaching of local young people.

RESOLVED:  That a Grant of £650.00 be made to Sandy Cricket Club

(b)  Sandy Twinning Association 
Sought a Grant of £800.00 in connection with Silver Jubilee celebrations of the Twinning link with Malaunay and special events planned for November 2007.
RESOLVED:  That a Grant of £800.00 be made to Sandy Twinning Association.

9.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (16/06)
Monday 5th March 2007 at 7.30pm.
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