SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 26th June 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr  P A Blaine (Chairman) 





  “   N Aldis





  “   D Gale




  “   J Gurney



  “   D Jaeger






  “   C Osborne

  “   M Pettitt
  “   D Sharman
  “   Mrs S Sutton
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Baker, Frood, Scott, Smith and White.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F10/06)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Gurney

Planning Application 06/00917/OUT 
Member is a personal friend of 

the applicant.
Cllr Gurney

Planning Application 06/00984/FULL 
Member has been involved in 










discussion with the owners of 










the property behind which the 










proposed dwellings are located.

Cllr Gurney left the Chamber for the discussion and decision on these items.
(b) Personal interests
Cllr Sharman

Planning Application 06/00984/FULL 
Member is a personal friend of 









the owners of the property 

behind which the proposed 


dwellings are located.

Cllr Blaine

Planning Application 06/00984/FULL 
Member had received a letter    










from and spoken with










the owners of the property 

behind which the proposed 


   dwellings are located.
PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL


7. Mission Statement, Corporate Objectives and Five Year Plan


(F15/06)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a) That the Mission Statement at Appendix “A” (COPY ATTACHED) should be adopted by the Town Council.

(b) That following the minor alterations suggested by Members the Corporate Objectives at Appendix “B” (COPY ATTACHED) should be adopted by the Town Council.

(SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO (15/06)
8. Banking Arrangements of Sandy Town Council 

(F16/06)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That the current arrangements for the the banking of Town Council monies should remain in place.
(SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO (F16/06)
9. Financial Regulations of the Council


(F17/06)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a) That the figure quoted in paragraph 15 should be increased to £1,000 and should now read as follows:

15. The Clerk in consultation with the Mayor or Deputy Mayor may incur expenditure on behalf of the Council which is necessary to carry out any repair, replacement or other work which is of such extreme urgency that it must be done at once, whether or not there is any budgetary provision for the expenditure, subject to a limit of £1,000. The Clerk shall report the action to the Council as soon as practicable thereafter.

(b) That all the other regulations should remain the same.
PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(F11/06)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
4. Minutes








(F12/06)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 15th May 2006 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 19th June 2006, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works



(F13/06)

(1) Capital Expenditure

(a) Replace Rainbow Tube Slide at Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Ordered: 2nd May 2006. The work is due for completion in the week beginning 26th June.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(b) Installation of railings at Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

The Deputy Clerk informed the Committee that the cost of provision of railings for the last remaining stretch of hedging would be included in the estimates to be considered for financial year 2007/2008.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that this item may now be deleted.
(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

Purchase of 2 No Cut and Strim Hand Mowers
Members felt that this matter was becoming protracted and that investigation was needed into whether these machines would save time in the Cemetery and if so to expedite the purchase.

RESOLVED: That the situation be referred to Staffing Committee for their consideration.

6. Flag Flying – Council Offices                 (F14/06)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

RESOLVED: (a) That the flag should be flown at the Council Offices on the following occasions:
9th February

Her Majesty’s Accession



Union Flag

1st March

St David’s Day




Union Flag in England

13th March (or 2nd Monday in March)  
Commonwealth Day

Union Flag

21st April

Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen


Union Flag

23rd April

St George’s Day




St George’s Flag

2nd June

Coronation Day




Union Flag

17th June

Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s Birthday
Union Flag

12th November (or Second Sunday)
Remembrance Day


Union Flag

20th November

Her Majesty’s Wedding Day



Union Flag

30th November

St Andrew’s Day




Union Flag in England

(b) That Cllr Pettitt, or in his absence, the Mayor or Deputy Mayor should raise and lower the flag at weekends.

(c) That the issue of raising and lowering the flag on normal working days should be referred to Staffing Committee, with the recommendation that a member of staff is instructed to raise the flag on weekdays and lower it at sunset in winter.

(d) That the Town Council should be pro-active in raising the flag on other occasions i.e. the death of some local or national dignitary and that requests to raise the flag on these occasions should be referred to the Mayor or Deputy Mayor.
7. Mission Statement, Corporate Objectives and Five Year Plan


(F15/06)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  


RESOLVED: (a) That Members’ suggestions for alterations/amendments to the Corporate Objectives be incorporated in the document.


(b) That a working group consisting of the members of the Policies Working Group plus any other interested Members of Council should review the proposed Five Year Plan, with its recommendations to be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee before being put to Full Council.

(SEE PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE NO (F15/06)

8. Banking Arrangements of Sandy Town Council 

(F16/06)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. A Member suggested that it may be advantageous to investigate Special Interest Bearing accounts with daily transfers to the revenue account. 

RESOLVED: (a) That the Deputy Clerk should continue to investigate other accounts which might produce preferential terms for the Town Council.

(b) That the Banking Arrangements for the Town Council should be reviewed by the Finance and General Purposes Committee annually.
(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE NO  (F16/06)
9. Financial Regulations of the Council


(F17/06)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
(SEE PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE NO  (F17/06)
10.  Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

(F18/06)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
RESOLVED: That because of the likely impact on Groundstaff time that an increased specification of maintenance would bring, this matter should be referred to Staffing Committee.

11. Risk Assessments






(F19/06)
SEE PART II – EXEMPT MINUTES – PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO (F19/06)

12. Press Release

(F20/06)

RESOLVED: That no press release is considered necessary.
RESOLVED: THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 14) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, IT MAT CONCERN “ANY ACTION TAKEN OR TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION OF A CRIME”, THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING.
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4

