SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 24th October 2005, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   C Baker






   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood






   "   J Gurney






   "   M McMurdo





   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman






   "   Mrs S Sutton





   "   G White

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Osborne and Jaeger and County Councillor Scott. 

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(61/05)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Frood
Planning Applications 05/01621/FULL
Member is a customer of
     
and 05/01622/ADV



the Applicants 

Cllr Scott
Planning Applications 05/01621/FULL
Member is a customer of

     
and 05/01622/ADV



the Applicants
Cllr Gale
Planning Applications 05/01621/FULL
Member is a customer of

     
and 05/01622/ADV



the Applicants 

Cllr Pettitt
Planning Applications 05/01621/FULL
Member is a customer of

     

and 05/01622/ADV



the Applicants and a minor
shareholder

Cllr Gurney      Planning Applications 05/01621/FULL
Member is a minor 

     

and 05/01622/ADV



shareholder in the 










Applicant company
Cllr Frood
Planning Application 05/01672/FULL
Applicants are customers










of the Member
Cllr Mrs Sutton Planning Application 05/01672/FULL
Applicants are customers









of the Member
Cllr Aldis
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL
All Members of Sandy Town
Cllr Baker 
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL
Council, the Applicants
Cllr Blaine
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL

“
Cllr Frood
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL

“
Cllr Gale
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL

“
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(61/05) (CONT)

Cllr Gurney
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL
All Members of Sandy Town
Cllr McMurdo Planning Application 05/01361/FULL
Council, the Applicants
Cllr Pettitt
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL

“
Cllr Scott
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL

“
Cllr Sharman
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL

“
Cllr Mrs Sutton Planning Application 05/01361/FULL

“
Cllr White
Planning Application 05/01361/FULL

“

Dispensations


Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda item 5.

    Cllrs P Blaine


D Gale
J Gurney

M McMurdo


M Pettitt


M Scott

3. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS 
(62/05)

An elector enquired as to whose responsibility were the trees on the driveway from Medusa Way to Sandy Upper School and was it possible for them to be cut.

Cllr Gurney said that in his capacity as Vice-Chairman of the Sandy Upper School Governing Body he could advise that the trees were the school’s responsibility and orders had already been placed for them to be pruned.  The work was expected to be completed within the next ten days.

4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (63/05)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5. SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (64/05)

The Mayor said that he had received information that Sandy Upper School Finance and Premises Committee had still not resolved their position in respect of either a financial contribution or contribution “in kind” towards this project.  Therefore any discussion regarding the Management Plan at this stage would be purely hypothetical.
In his capacity as Mayor he had therefore instructed that this item be deferred until a decision has been made by the Upper School, hopefully by the December Meeting of Council.

The Consultants and Cllr Jaeger had been informed of this decision.

The situation was noted.


6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (65/05)

The Mayor said that the lists of events attended by himself and the Deputy Mayor on behalf of the Council was attached to the Agenda.  Even taking into account his two week holiday it had been a busy period.

14.9.05
Attended Sandy Library for Photo Presentation to celebrate end of World War

II.


14.9.05
Attended the 100th Birthday celebrations of Mrs Doris Breacher at Quince Court.


14.9.05
Together with the Mayoress attended the AGM of the Bedfordshire Red Cross.


16.9.05
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis’ Civic 


Reception.


17.9.05
Together with the Mayoress presented the Sandy Enhancement Group Awards

to Best Kept Road etc.


18.9.05
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Civic Service of the Town Mayor of 


Godmanchester.

22.9.05
Together with other Councillors attended the opening of the Athletics Track and 


Fitness Suite at Sandy Upper School and Sports College.


22.9.05
Attended Ethical Awareness Course at MBDC Offices, Ampthill.


9.10.05
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the opening of the new “Conservatory


Village” at New Road, Sandy.


11.10.05
Attended Changes in Policing Meeting at Kempston Police HQ.


15.10.05
Attended with the Mayoress and other Councillors the opening of the


Enhancement of Sandy Market Square.


15.10.05
Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress together with ten

other Councillors and where appropriate their husband/wives, the Memorial Service for the late Richard Downing.


15.10.05
Together with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended the


ATC Charity Old Tyme Music Hall at Sandye Place Middle School.


16.10.05
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Potton’s Civic Service.


18.10.05
Together with the Mayoress presented the cheques to recipients of monies from


that raised at the Sandy Festival.

20.10.05
Together with Councillor Sharman attended the Bedfordshire Association of


Town and Parish Councils AGM at Moggerhanger.


21.10.05
Accompanied by the Mayoress and Councillor Aldis planted Oak Trees at

Maple Tree Lower, Robert Peel Lower and Sandye Place Middle Schools to 

commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar.

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (65/05)(CONTD)

DEPUTY MAYOR

23-25.9.05
Attended the annual NALC Conference at Eastbourne.

26.9.05
Attended the High Sheriff’s Service in St Paul’s Church, Bedford.

7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (66/05)

(a)  Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 5th September 2005.

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Minutes, including Exempt/Confidential Items, Minute Nos (P44/05),(P50/05) and (P51/05) which had been previously circulated be approved and adopted.

(b) That the Exempt/Confidential Items, Minute Nos (P44/05),(P50/05) and (P51/05) remain as Exempt or Confidential items.

RECOMMENDATIONS: These had been dealt with at the Council Meeting on 12th September 2005.


(b)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 12th September 2005.
RESOLVED: (a)That the Minutes, including Exempt or Confidential Minute, Minute No (53/05), which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.
(ii) That Exempt or Confidential Items, Minute No (53/05) remain as an Exempt or Confidential Item.

(c)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 19th September 2005.

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Minutes, including Exempt or Confidential Minutes, Minute No (F48/05), as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

(b) That Exempt or Confidential Items, Minute No (F48/05) remain as an Exempt or Confidential Item.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

7. Current Vacancy on Sandy Town Council (F46/05)
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a) That Sandy Town Council accepts the possible expenditure of between £2,800.00 and £3,200.00 in connection with the requested election to fill the existing casual vacancy on the Council.

(b) That this expenditure be found from the existing balances brought forward at 1st April 2005.

The Clerk reported that there had been insufficient candidates and therefore an election had not been necessary.
The one nominee had therefore been elected to Council with effect from 20th October 2005.
7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (66/05) (CONT)
Consideration of this Recommendation was not necessary, although the Returning Officer had made a charge of £65.00 for printing, photocopying etc in connection with the work that had been undertaken.
RESOLVED: (a) That the original Recommendation be not considered.

(b) That approval of expenditure in the sum of £65.00 be approved in connection with this matter to be found from the existing balances brought forward at 1st April 2005.
10.  REPORT ON S.A.N.D.Y.LTD (F49/05)
RESOLVED:  That no further action be taken at this stage in respect of the formation of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd or the possible employment of a Town Project Manager and that the funding reserved be now released and the item deleted from the Capital Programme.
(d)  Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 26th September 2005
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be approved and adopted.
RECOMMENDATIONS:  That consideration should be given by the Council at its Estimates Meeting to the provision of an annual contribution to the Repairs and Renewals Fund, sufficient to ensure that an adequate level of funding is held in the Account to meet future potential expenditure.

(e)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 10th October 2005
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.
8.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (67/05)

(a)  Minutes of the Meeting of the Sandy Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 3rd October 2005. 

The Minutes of the Meeting, which had been previously circulated, were received.

The Mayor drew attention to the Recommendation from the Forum which would be considered later in this meeting.


(b)  Cllr Gurney reported on the Meeting of the Bedfordshire Local Agreement.  It had been decided that the four main thrusts for local government in the County for the future should be:-

Economic Development

Children and Young People

Safer Communities

Health & Older People

There was to be a follow-up meeting at County Hall, Bedford on Thursday 24th November at 2.30pm but unfortunately he would not be able to be present.

8.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (67/05) (CONT)

RESOLVED:  That Cllr N Aldis be appointed as a substitute member to represent Sandy Town Council at the meeting on 24th November.
Cllr Gurney continued.  He understood that the Sand Caste Wood Partnership on which he was a Town Council representative had been closed and the land in question transferred to the County Council.  He was greatly concerned that no information had been received regarding this.
The Clerk said that a letter had been received last week from Mouchel not giving any information as to the current situation, but simply enquiring if the Town Council would be interested in taking over this land.  A reply had been sent seeking further information as to the current situation and the implications of ownership.  When full information was available a report would be prepared for the consideration of the Council.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

Cllr Aldis reported on the work of the Community Safety Group.  The “no cold calling” zone came into existence that day and notices would be erected shortly.  This was a trial area only.

The Community Safety Group had also requested Sandy Town Council to consider funding a new Police Community Support Officer to be employed solely in Sandy and under the new Home Office Joint Funding Scheme recently announced.

Cllr Aldis answered questions on the “no cold calling” scheme and the Community Safety Group.

Cllr Baker reported that he had recently attended a Governor’s Meeting of Robert Peel Lower School.

There were no further reports from representatives.

9.  NALC CONFERENCE 23rd – 25th SEPTEMBER 2005 (68/05)
Cllr Osborne’s delegates’ report which had been circulated with the Agenda was received and considered.
RESOLVED:  That the thanks of the Council be recorded to Cllr Osborne for his attendance at the Conference and for submitting such a comprehensive report.

RESOLVED:  That the important issues that concern foreign tourists i.e.:

Hotel availability

Taxis

Currency availability

Information on the Town

Refreshments

Parking Facilities

All be considered during any future discussions regarding the Tourist Information Centre.

ALSO RESOLVED:  That the following service areas be taken into account during any future discussions with either MBDC or BCC regarding devolution or delegation under the Quality Council arrangement.

9.  NALC CONFERENCE 23rd – 25th SEPTEMBER 2005 (68/05) (CONT)
FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the list of activities undertaken by Yeovil Town Council and Somerset County Council to combat crime in the area, be supplied to Inspector John Maries of Biggleswade Police and that he be requested to comment upon these and any other ways in which the Town Council could work more closely with the police in this community.
10.  CLERK’S REPORT (69/05)

(1)  Accounts 01.04.05 to 30.9.05
RESOLVED: (a)  That the list of Receipts and Payments for September 2005, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

(b)  That the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for the Quarter ended 30th September 2005 be received and approved.

(2)  Council Representatives - Vacancies

With the untimely death of Cllr Downing vacancies now exist for Council representatives on the following Groups or Organisations:

RESOLVED:  That replacement representatives be appointed as under:-

Sandy Town Council – Audit Committee                                                                  (1) Cllr Frood

The Riddy Local Nature Reserve Management Committee – Substitute Member    (1) Cllr Mrs Sutton

Sandy Enhancement Group                                                                                        (1) Cllr Mrs Sutton

Sandy Youth Club Management Committee                                                              (1) Cllr Aldis

22 Squadron Sandy Air Training Corps, Civilian Committee                                    (1) Cllr McMurdo

Age Concern Bedfordshire – Talk of the Town Transport Committee                      (1) Cllr Smith
Mid Bedfordshire Council for Voluntary Service                                                       (1) Cllr Sharman
Sandy Community Warnalarm Scheme                                                                      (1) Cllr Smith
East Beds Dart Committee                                                                                          (1) Cllr Aldis
Sandy Enhancement Group                                                                                         (1) Cllr Smith
And that the Groups be advised accordingly.


3.  Mid Beds District Council – Local Development Framework – Workshop on Tuesday 1st November 2005 10.00am to 12.00 noon, Biggleswade Offices
Mid Beds District Council are holding a Workshop at their offices on Tuesday 1st November 2005 at 10.00am.  The Workshop is intended to seek ideas, suggestions etc and to consider how Mid Bedfordshire could look in 2021.

RESOLVED:  That Cllr M P Scott be nominated to represent Sandy Town Council at the Workshop on 1st November 2005.


4.  Quality Council Status

On Monday afternoon the following email message was received from Bedfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils.

“I am delighted to inform you that at its meeting on Friday afternoon the County Accreditation Panel resolved unanimously to award Sandy Town Council Quality Status.  Congratulations on this excellent achievement.”

10.  CLERK’S REPORT (CONTD)
The Council is now entitled to use the Quality Scheme’s Logo.  This can be used on all Town Council publications, publicity materials, corporate branding, web site and electronic publications.  The logo should appear towards the bottom of stationery etc.

Those Members involved in putting together printed documents should note that there are strict Pantones and font sizes for colour documents.  

Council is invited to consider if they wish to instruct as to what documents the Logo is to be used upon.  (A copy of the logo was attached).  
The Clerk reminded Members that there were strict guidelines for the placing of the logo and for the colours and font sizes.  This would be very important for example if used in the Newsletter.
The Mayor commented that he had seen the Portfolios that had had to be prepared for the AQA and Quality Council submissions and he was well aware of the significant amount of time and effort that had to be devoted to getting them together and in a form that satisfied the Panel.

RESOLVED:  That the thanks of the Council be recorded to the Clerk, the admin staff and the Communications Working Group for all their hard work in earning this Status for the whole Council.

SANDY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (70/05)

Members considered the Recommendation from the Sandy Community Liaison Forum, and contained in the Minutes of the Meeting of Monday 3rd October 2005.
Members noted that the provision of Tourist Information Services was not a statutory role of the District Council and they could therefore decide to discontinue this service at their will.

It had now been agreed by the District Council that the Tourist Information Service shall cease and the Tourist Information Centre in Sandy closed with effect from March 2006.  If no-one else agreed to accept responsibility for this service provision it would therefore cease.
It was noted that the costs of keeping the TIC open were the equivalent of a £10.00 to £12.00 Council Tax increase for every house in Sandy.

There was some income from the commission of sale of tickets, booking accommodation etc, and local souvenirs but this was very small in relation to the total expenditure.

No money was forthcoming from either the National or Regional Tourist Boards and in fact a contribution or subscription was required to them.  

A member expressed his view that the provision of some form of Point of Presence within the TIC was essential to the success of the project.

After lengthy debate it was

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Town Council open immediate discussions with MBDC by means of a Working Group with a view to investigating the possibility of the TIC and facilities being transferred to Sandy Town Council as soon as possible.

SANDY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (70/05)


(b)  That the provision of a Point of Presence should be considered to be planned to be incorporated with the TIC by the District and County Council’s as soon as possible.

(c)  That Cllrs Blaine (Chairman), White, Pettitt, McMurdo and Gale be appointed as the approved Working Group.

(The first meeting of the Group was agreed for Monday 31st October 2005 at 6:00pm).

12. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (71/05)

There were none.

13.  PRESS RELEASE (72/05)

RESOLVED: That a press release be issued regarding the Award of Quality Council Status to Sandy Town Council.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	6/10/05

91/05


	05/01621/FULL

Barclays Bank plc

1 Churchill Place

London
	Full application for the installation of an automated teller machine at 2-4 High Street, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

24.10.05

25.10.05
	

	6/10/05

92/05


	05/01622/ADV

Barclays Bank plc

1 Churchill Place

London
	Advertisement Consent application for an illuminated (static) facia panel on ATM at 2-4 High Street, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

24.10.05

25.10.05
	

	7.10.05

93/05


	05/01544/FULL

Gee Jay Chemicals Ltd

c/o Levitt Partnership

57 London Road

Biggleswade

Beds
	Full application for the erection of industrial building with offices, parking and ancillary works at Plot 1 Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

24.10.05

25.10.05
	

	13.10.05

94/05


	05/01668/FULL

Mr M Stevens

8 Birch Grove

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1NG
	Full application for the erection of a single storey front extension to 8 Birch Grove, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 7, 9, 23 Birch Grove, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

24.10.05

25.10.05
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	13/10/05

95/05


	05/01664/FULL

Mr & Mrs Woodward

103 St Neots Road

Sandy

Beds


	Full application for the erection of a two storey side extension at 103 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Methodist Chapel, 105 St Neots Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

24.10.05

25.10.05
	

	13/10/05

96/05


	05/01669/FULL

Mr R Brown

62 High Road 

Beeston

Sandy

Beds
	Full application for the erection of a replacement conservatory to the rear of 62 High Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

24.10.05

25.10.05
	

	13.10.05

97/05


	05/01672/FULL

D W Mouldings Ltd

56-58 Sunderland Road

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1QY


	Full application for the installation of a replacement boiler and chimney at 56-58 Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No objections

In the hope that this will more environmentally friendly than the present arrangements.
	Town Council

24.10.05

25.10.05
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