Sandy Town Council



	Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy on Monday 23 January 2012 at 7.30 pm.



	Present: Cllrs N Aldis, W Jackson, Mrs S Lunn, K Lynch, C Osborne, 

M Pettitt, Mrs M Runchman, D Sharman, M Scott, R Smith, Mrs J Smyth, Mrs S Stacey, Mrs S Sutton (Mayor), and G White. 

Absent:  Cllr Ali.


	1
	Apologies for absence (143/2011-12)

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Ali.

 

	2
	Declarations of interests (144/2011-12)

(a) Personal Interests

Cllr Sutton personal interest in matters to do with SEG because of her membership of that group.

Cllr Scott personal interest in matters to do with Sandy FC because of his presidency of the club.

Cllr Pettitt matters to do with Sandy Colts Football Club and Sandy Cricket Club because he held office in both clubs.

(b) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Osborne declared a prejudicial interest in anything to do with Sandy Football Club as Chairman of the Club.

Cllr Aldis declared a personal interest in matters to do with SEG (as Chairman) and the Allotments (as a tenant).

Cllr Lunn declared a prejudicial interest in anything to do with Sandy Village Hall. 

	3


	Review of Accounts (145/2011-12)

A report on income/expenditure against budget for the year 2011/12 to date had been circulated before the meeting as had projected income/expenditure summaries for 2011/12 for the General Account, Capital Account and Interest on Capital Account.  Further information was provided on funds currently held at the bank had also been circulated with the agenda.

It was resolved: to receive and to note the information provided.

	4
	Financial Planning for the year 2012/13 (146/2011-12)

1. The Council considered a draft proposed scale of charges for the year 2012/13 which had been reviewed by the Audit Committee on 20 December 2011 and circulated before the meeting.  Attention was drawn to the proposed changes to interment fees (which included an increase in excavation costs imposed by the Town Council’s contractor) and to changes to regulations regarding Exclusive Right of Burial and the cost of additional inscriptions to memorials.  It was noted that the scale would be amended to show the correct fee for the lease with ACF as soon as this had been calculated.  It was resolved: to approve the proposed scale of charges for the year 2012/13 with the charge for the ACF lease to be added in due course.

2. Planned estimates of expenditure from the Capital Account for the financial year 2012/13 had been circulated before the meeting.  It was resolved: to raise the priority level of item 1 (Replacement of Computers x 2 @ £1,726) to spending priority level 1 and to include that item in the 2012/13 spending plan.  The remaining items of expenditure from the Capital Account would be considered during the course of the financial year when further information was available.

3. Planned estimates of income and expenditure from the General Account for the financial year 2012/13 had been circulated before the meeting; the draft spending plan had been reviewed in detail at the Audit Committee meeting on 20 December 2011 and had also been discussed at the Town Council meeting on 16 January 2012.  Council worked through version 2 of the budget document provided and discussed the estimates in detail.

It was resolved: to approve Version 2 of the estimate document circulated before the meeting with four amendments as below.

i. Item 5106 p 39 was reduced from £3,500 to £3,000.

ii. An additional £500 to be added on a new line to allow for expenditure on the Jubilee/Olympics celebrations.

iii. Item 7101 p 33 was increased from £411,446 to £412,412 (representing a Band D equivalent of £98.03 on a tax base of 4207)

iv. Item 4260 p 33 was increased from £4,200 to £4,876.

Council noted that the anticipated underspend on the 2011/12 budget would be offset against the 2012/13 budget.  

It was resolved: to authorise the Clerk to issue a precept demand of £412,412 to Central Bedfordshire Council. 

(A copy of the approved estimates document is attached to these minutes.)

	5
	Press Release (147/2011-12)
There was discussion of the content of a press release and the Clerk was authorised to prepare a suitable release.
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