Sandy Town Council



Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Monday 17 October 2011 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy at 7.30pm.
Present:   Cllrs N Aldis (Chairman), J Ali, Mrs S Lunn, K Lynch, C Osborne, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, Mrs S Sutton and G White.

Sally Wileman Central Bedfordshire and 3 members of the public were present.  The Deputy Town Clerk was in attendance.
	1
	Apologies for absence (P36/11-12)      
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Jackson, Mrs Runchman and Smith. Apologies also received from Central Bedfordshire Cllr Maudlin and Sheppard. Cllrs Mrs Smyth and Mrs  Stacey had also sent apologies for absence though at the meeting this was not known.


	2
	Declaration of Interests (P37/11-12)
a) Personal

Cllr Osborne declared a personal interest in item 6 as he is Chairman of Sandy Football Club.

Cllr Scott declared a personal interest in item 6 as he is President of Sandy Football Club.
b) Prejudicial 

Cllr Aldis declared a prejudicial interest in item 3 planning application 61/11 because he is well known to the applicant and has discussed the application with the applicant. 



	3
	Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P38/11-12)
a) CB/TPO/11/ 00264 Works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order: Prune crown reduction by 15-25% to reduce weight at end of branches, trim where necessary to improve safety, trim branches from near house and overhanging footpath, remove any dead or broken branches as needed at 5 Cedar Gardens, Sandy. 
It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed application.
b) CB/11/03354/FULL Partial reconstruction of original barn to create a single dwelling and provide additional accommodation to existing cottage at 12 Ivel Road, Sandy, Beds.
(Cllr Aldis left the room and took no part in discussion or voting on this application)
(Cllr White as Vice-Chairman of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee, chaired this item.) 
It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed application.
(Cllr Aldis re-entered the room before the next item was discussed)
c) CB/11/03028/FULL Carport and covered walkway between house, carport and garage at 3 The Cloches, Beeston, Beds.
It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed application.
d) CB/11/03552/ FULL Erection of part single and part two storey side and rear extensions at 16 Rivermead Gardens, Sandy, Beds.
It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed application.
e) CB/11/03441/ VOC Variation of Condition: Change condition 4 (hours of vehicular movement) of planning permission CB/11/01545/FULL at Market Garden Nurseries, 64 High Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.  
It was resolved: to make objections to the proposed change of use because:
1. The increased hours of between 6am and 7.30am would result in a loss of amenity to near neighbours because of noise and dust pollution from the timber yard and furniture workshop. 
2. The increased hours of between 6am and 7.30am would result in a loss of amenity to near neighbours because of noise from Lorries starting up and the increase in traffic in Orchard Road, Beeston Green and Footpath 40. 
3. The increased hours of between 6am and 7.30am would result in damage to the local environment, there would be increased traffic on Footpath 40 and likely encroachment onto the Village Green as resident’s vehicles would be parked in Orchard Rd limiting access to Lorries. 
4. The increased hours of between 6am and 7.30am on Orchard Rd, Beeston Green and Footpath 40 would present a road safety hazard to children and pedestrians in the nearby area. 


	4
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting  (P39/11-12)
It was resolved: that the minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on 5 September 2011 be approved as a correct record of proceedings.



	5
	Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy (P40/11-12)
Cllr Aldis reported that no items affecting Sandy had been discussed at the Development Control in October. 
Cllr Aldis informed the Committee that the railway car park planning application had been withdrawn by the applicant.
It was resolved: To write to the applicant to ask whether the Town Council can assist the applicant, to establish what the applicants intentions are for the site and why the applicant has withdrawn the application. 
1 Member of the public left the meeting.

	6
	Bedford Road Recreation Ground (P41/11-12)
Two Members of the public spoke to the Committee about this item.
Cllr Pettitt declared a personal interest in this item as his mother is a near neighbour.

Cllr Osborne advised that the Secretary of Sandy Football Club had written a letter last week to the Town Clerk and the letter had been hand delivered to the Council offices in response to a complaint that the Town Clerk had brought to the attention of the Secretary of Sandy Football Club. The Committee asked that the letter from Secretary of Sandy Football Club be sent to all Members of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee. 
It was resolved: that the letter from the Secretary of Sandy Football Club to the Town Clerk be sent to all Members of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee. 


	7

	Minutes of Sub-Committees (P42/11-12) 
It was resolved: to receive the minutes of a meeting of the Open Spaces Sub-Committee meeting held on 26 September 2011. (Cllr Scott went through the minutes for the committee.)

The committee were advised by the Deputy Town Clerk that Central Bedfordshire Council would not approve the £7360 of Section 106 monies from Jordan’s Yard Open space to be spent on children’s play equipment. 
4. Section 106

It was Resolved to recommend: (a) That an Inclusive Roundabout is supplied and installed at a cost of £11784.

Because Central Bedfordshire Council would not approve £7360 of Section 106 monies, the £11680 of Section 106 monies had to be reduced to £4320 and the capital amount had to be increased from £104 to £7464.
(b) That £4320 of Section 106 monies is used to pay for the Inclusive Roundabout, with some of the money having to be committed by February 2012, subject to approval by Central Bedfordshire Council. 

(c) That the Town Council allocates £7464 from capital to make up the shortfall from Section 106 monies.

5. Planting arrangements 

It was Resolved: That the Town Council has a 3 Year contract for 2012, 2013 and 2014 with Plantscape to supply the Town Council’s summer planting arrangements at a cost of £2145.00 per year.   

7. Sunderland Rd Recreation Ground walkabout

(a) It was Resolved: That a replacement Willow tree is purchased to replace the snapped tree.

(b) It was Resolved: To defer a decision on this item, to establish whether Central Bedfordshire Council would approve Section 106 monies being used, (a) That the two sections of knee rail fencing are replaced by the DSO staff.

(c) To defer a decision on this item, to establish whether Central Bedfordshire Council would approve Section 106 monies being used, (b) That additional beech hedging plants are purchased and then planted infilling the gaps in the hedge between the recreation ground and Berwick Way amenity space. 



	8

	Press Release (P43/11-12)

It was resolved: to not issue a press release.
Two Members of the public left the meeting.


	9


	Fallowfield Open Space (P44/11-12)

It was resolved:  that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by ss100 and 102 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.
Sally Wileman from Central Bedfordshire Council briefed the Committee about the adoption of Fallowfield Open Space. 

Cllr Lynch left the meeting during discussions about this item.

Following extensive discussion it was resolved: that Sandy Town Council wished to secure this land for adoption because this would be in the best interests of the whole community of Sandy and the Town Clerk is authorised to propose an agreed commuted sum (based upon 10 years’ maintenance costs) to Kier Homes Ltd.  
A recorded vote was requested.  

For – Cllrs Ali, Osborne, Pettitt, Scott and Sutton.

Against – Cllrs Aldis, Lunn, Sharman and White.
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