SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 17th January 2011 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs G G N White (Town Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton,  C Osborne, M Pettitt, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and J Welbourn. 
Together with Central Bedfordshire Councillor P Turner and one member of the public.
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs D Gale, P Jones amd M Scott, and from Central Bedfordshire Councillor C Maudlin. 
2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (89/10)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
There were none.
(b) Personal Interests 
Cllr Aldis - 11.3 Sandye Place School as a Governor of the school.
Cllrs Bartlett and Smith – Item 3. Update from Mr Tony Medwell, NHS Bedfordshire on plans for the St Neots Road Surgery as patients of the practice.
3. Update from Mr Tony Medwell, NHS Bedfordshire on plans for the St Neots Road Surgery



(90/10)

Mr Medwell explained the background leading to the PCT making a decision to close the surgery in St Neots Road.  The condition of the building is such that there are serious concerns about infection control and fire safety. The lease was also unable to be extended.  In addition the GP has expressed his intention to retire. 
As a result all patients at the surgery have been sent a letter regarding the closure and allocating them a place at surgeries in Sandy or further afield, depending on their place of residence.  Sandy Health Centre will take the majority and will expand its premises.  Eventually it is hoped that the Centre will be able to extend sufficiently to allow the two remaining practices in Sandy to operate from the site.  This would allow for further services, such as diagnostics to be carried out on the site.

There will be no increase in the patient/doctor ratio as both practices in Sandy will be recruiting additional GPs.

A question was asked as to whether the process for registering could be simplified as patients had been asked for two forms of identification.  Mr Medwell indicated that the Sandy practices would not insist on this.

There will be a drop-in session at the surgery to give further information to patients if they require it.

Mr Medwell undertook to investigate the apparent lack of a website for Sandy Health Centre.
4. Attendance by Mr Robert Holgate from Stevenage CCTV to discuss possible arrangements for CCTV in 2011/12.

(91/10)
Mr Holgate explained the current system of monitoring of the CCTV cameras in Sandy. This consists of 24/7 monitoring as part of a network of cameras sited along the A1 corridor.

As a result of updates to the control room a saving of £900 - £1,000 per camera has been made for the 2011/12 monitoring service.

A number of questions were asked around the possibility of the Town Council being able to see evidence recorded by the cameras.  Mr Holgate said that because of data protection issues there were difficulties surrounding this. 

He said that the control room now had a Bedfordshire Police Airwaves radio which meant that they were able to identify incidents very quickly.  They were also able to follow real time incidents through contact with the control room at Kempston.

As Mrs Keyte from Central Bedfordshire Council had indicated that the contract with Stevenage CCTV was to continue for a number of months there is time for further consideration of this item before any decisions are taken.
5. Oral Questions from Electors.




(92/10)
Mrs Stainton attended to ask about the proposed traffic calming measures in St Neots Road.  She said that residents’ notification signs were dated September 2010 and did not include any of the agreed modifications such as the inclusion of a vehicle activated speed sign and the removal of a planned pedestrian crossing.
The Mayor informed her that the Town Council had expressed a preference for a scheme which included these modifications and that the Clerk would enquire whether or not this was going ahead.
Mrs Stainton also asked whether some of the adjacent roads would be re-surfaced near the junctions with St Neots Road.

Cllr Pettitt said that he would talk to Mr Paul Joyce from Central Bedfordshire Council about the roads.  He also told Members that he would produce a report of his recent discussions with Mr Joyce for a forthcoming meeting.
6.  PC Busby to give update on policing in Sandy
(93/10)

PC Busby reported that there had been 28 offences in Sandy in January.  These included criminal damage, arson of wheelie bins three domestic burglaries and four burglaries of other buildings.  
PC Busby said that he was aware of the theft of lead from Laburnum School and garages in Mayfield Court.

He also said that he was focussing attention on a group of about 20 young people who were behaving anti-socially. 

On being asked for his opinion he said that he thought the CCTV cameras were a useful tool and that he would like to have the use of a mobile camera.

Cllr Pettitt told him about conversations he had had with the Chief Constable and Inspector Paul Kelly about the police station in Bedford Road.  The Chief Constable will assess the use of the building at the end of its current use, which is soon to come to an end.  PC Busby said that he would be grateful for any assistance in gaining access to the building for police work.  He also said that the computer system in the Committee Room at the Town Council Office was being withdrawn and they would no longer be able to use the office.

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to the Chief Constable to thank him for investigating and to Inspector Kelly to ask for proposals for the use of the police station at the end of Project 2011.

7.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council



(94/10)
Resolved: That the following comments be sent to the planning department at Central Bedfordshire Council:

CB/10/04573/LB and CB/10/04571/ FULL

Listed Building Consent: Change of use from B1 offices to C3 residential including alterations and extensions at The Grange, Beeston Green, Beeston, Sandy, SG19 1PF.
Object – the site would be overdeveloped if the extensions were allowed.
8.  Mayoral communications  






(95/10) 
8.12.10

Attended the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Civic Carol Service at



Huntingdon Methodist Church.

9.12.10
Attended Carol Concerts performed by Robert Peel


Lower School pupils at Allison House and Quince Court, Sandy.


Attended the Sandy Upper School Annual Awards Ceremony at the Upper School in Engayne Avenue, Sandy in the evening.

11.12.10
Attended Shefford Christmas Tree festival.


Attended the Mayor of St Neots’ Carol Concert and Reception at St Mary’s Church, St Neots.

12.12.10
Attended the Mayor and Speaker of Bedford’s Civic Carol Service at the Bunyan Meeting Church, Bedford.

14.12.10
Attended CBC Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee at Priory House, Chicksands to present an e-petition on the future of Sandy Sports and Leisure Centre.


Attended Christmas Lunch for residents, users and volunteers at Quince Court.

15.12.10
Attended the Beds & Luton Fire & Rescue Service Christingle Christmas Celebration at Woburn Parish Church for guests and their families.

17.12.10
Attended Robert Peel Lower School Christingle assembly.

18.12.10
Took part in the packing of parcels at the Scout HQ in Sandy for the Biggleswade Chronicle's "Families in Need" Christmas distribution. 

22.12.10
Together with the Town Clerk, hosted a Staff Lunch at The Bell in Sandy.

12.01.11
Together with the Deputy Mayor and the Town Clerk attended a meeting of stakeholders called by Central Bedfordshire Council at Sandy Sports Centre to discuss the future of the centre.

14.01.11
Together with Alistair Burt MP, attended a promotional event for Bedford Credit Union at St Swithun's Lower School.

Deputy Mayor


9.12.10
Accompanied by Mr D Sutton attended the St John

Ambulance Bedfordshire County Carol Service at

St Andrews C &of E Church, Ampthill.


11.12.10
Attended the Mayor of Leighton-Linslade’s Carol

Concert at All Saint’s Church, Leighton Buzzard

accompanied by Mr D Sutton.


16.12.10 Attended and presented awards at the ATC Annual Awards

held at the Jenkins pavilion, Sandy.

The Mayor reported that he would be presenting the town’s e-petition asking for the Sports and Leisure Centre to be kept open at the meeting of the Executive Committee of Central Bedfordshire Council on 15th February 2011. He had been interviewed by Three Counties Radio and Look East regarding the closure and had also discussed the matter with Alistair Burt MP.
After further discussion it was:

Resolved: That a working group consisting of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Cllrs Aldis, Osborne and Pettitt be set up to formulate a plan of action to deal with the future management of the Sandy Sports and Leisure Centre.

The Mayor also reported on a meeting with Tesco representatives who had told him that the planning application would not now be considered until 2nd March 2011, exceeding the time frame for consideration of an application.  Petitions were being displayed around the town for residents to indicate their support for the store.

Cllr Welbourn left the meeting at this point.

9.  Minutes and Reports           






(96/10)

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 6th December 2010.
Amendments: page four, item 8(a) – the words “with the above amendment” were deleted.

Resolved: (i) That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, with the above amendment, including exempt item A24/10, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.
(ii) That exempt minute, no (A24/10) remain an exempt item.

(b) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 13th December 2010.
Amendments: page 1 item 2 (b) Cllr M Scott is President of Sandy Horticultural Association, page 2, item 6 2010 was changed to 2011.

Resolved:  That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, with the above amendments, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.
There were no recommendations.
(c) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 
     10th January 2011
Amendment: page 1, item 2 (b) delete Cllr Osborne who was not present.
Resolved: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, with the above amendment, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.
Recommendations:
11. Minutes of the Policies Sub-committee

(F86/10)

2.  Grants issued by Town Council

Resolved: (a) That grant applications should be considered three times each year at Town Council meetings in May, September and January.

(b) That a budget of £6,000 should be agreed for 2011/2012, with £2,000 being available for each meeting.  Should the full £2,000 not be spent at a particular meeting the excess should be carried forward to the next.
3. Committees, Working Groups and Sub-Committees

Resolved: That Finance and General Purposes Committee and Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee should be given delegated powers to approve expenditure up to £5,000 on any one occasion.

Resolved: That Premises Sub-committee and Open Spaces Sub-committee should meet at the same time when they are considering the Cemetery and Chapel, Sunderland Road and the Jenkins Pavilion and Bedford Road Recreation Ground and the pavilion there.

Resolved: That the Sandcast Wood area be included within the remit of Open Spaces Sub-committee.

Resolved: That the TIC Management Sub-committee and Market Management Sub-committee become meetings of officers (with input from market traders) with half-yearly reports to Council.

Resolved: That the Enforcement Working Group is disbanded and the issue of dogs on the recreation grounds is dealt with by Open Spaces Sub-committee if necessary.

Resolved: That if necessary a Leisure Services Working Group is formed and the Swimming Pool Working Group absorbed into that group.

Resolved: That the Emergency (Incorporating Flood Plan) Working Group should be disbanded.
Resolved: That it should be suggested to Sandy Enhancement Group that they meet quarterly in the future.
Resolved:  (a) That the Allotment and Cemetries replacement Working Groups should amalgamate. 

(b) That the Youth Forum Working Group should disband.

(c) That each of the existing sub-committees and working groups and any new groups consider the aims, objectives, parameters and duration of the group.
4. Freedom of Sandy
Resolved:

That the draft (Copy attached) policy regarding the awarding of the title “Honorary Freeman or Freewoman of the Town” be considered by Town Council.

It was also:

Resolved: That each sub-committee should appoint two substitute Members at the Annual Council Meeting in May.  Substitutions should be organised by the Member concerned when they realise they are unable to attend a meeting.
10. Reports from Representatives





(97/10)

(a) To receive a verbal report from any Central Bedfordshire Councillors present on any matter relevant to Sandy.

Cllr Aldis reported that the 26th January meeting of the Traffic Management Committee has an agenda item on the parking problems at Faynes court.
Cllr Turner asked Members to note the date of the “Let’s Talk Together” meetings planned by Central Bedfordshire Council and the Mayor replied that the Council had been informed of the local date in the previous weeks Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting.

She also told Members that they would have an opportunity to comment on the Local Transport Plan that had been prepared by CBC.

(b)To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
Cllr Pettitt reported on the Sandy Twinning Association AGM, which had elected the Mayor as Chairman of the Association.  He also said that there was a visit to Malaunay due to take place in May in which 15 – 20 residents would take part. The group would hold its annual quiz evening on 29th January 2011.
11.  Clerk’s Report







(98/10)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

11.1  Accounts 01.04.10 to 31.12.10 

Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for November and December 2010, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

11.2. Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 31.12.10
Resolved: That Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for the quarter ended 31st December 2010, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

11.3 Sandye Place School

Resolved: That the letter from the Chairman of Governors of Sandye Place School is noted.
11.4 Diamond Jubilee, 2012
It was also noted that 2012 is the year of the London Olympics.
Resolved: That discussion of this item is deferred until the first meeting after the local council elections take place. 
11.5 Amey Highways Roadshow
Resolved: That the attendance at the Roadshow of Cllr Pettitt is noted.

12. Oral questions from electors


(99/10)
There were none.

13. Press Release      (100/10)
Resolved: That a press release be issued regarding the attendance of Mr Medwell and the assurances he gave about the future of the patients of the St Neots Road Surgery.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	05/01/11

06/11
	CB/10/04573/LB

Mr J Shuba

The Grange

Beeston

Sandy

SG19 1PG
	Listed Building Consent: Change of use from B1 offices to C3 residential including alterations and extensions at The Grange, Beeston Green, Beeston, Sandy, SG19 1PF.

Near neighbours 3 Grange Gardens, Beeston Green, Beeston notified.
	Resolved: Object – overdevelopment of site 
	Town Council

17/01/11

19/01/11
	

	05/01/11

07/11
	CB/10/04571/ FULL

Mr J Shuba

The Grange

Beeston

Sandy

SG19 1PG


	Change of use from B1 offices to C3 residential including alterations and extensions at The Grange, Beeston Green, Beeston, Sandy, SG19 1PF.

Near neighbours 3 Grange Gardens, Beeston Green, Beeston notified
	Resolved: Object – overdevelopment of site
	Town Council

17/01/11

19/01/11
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