SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 16th July 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






  Cllr N Aldis (Chairman)





    “   M Bartlett





    “   P Blaine





    “   D Broughton





    “   P Jones






    “   N O’Leary






    “   C Osborne






    “   M Pettitt






    “   M Scott






    “   D Sharman





    “   P Sharman





    “   Mrs S Sutton






    “   G White
Together with 2 electors of the Town.
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Gale and Smith.  The Chairman welcomed Cllr Jones to his first Council meeting.
2.  To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P15/07)

(a)  Prejudicial interests
There were none.

(b)  Personal interests
Cllr Blaine

Agenda Item 11 -



Member’s property could



Emergency Plan – Flood Plan

be at risk.
Cllr Pettitt

Agenda Item 13 –


Member is Vice President




Sunderland Road Pavilion/

of Sandy Colts Football



Secure Storage Working

Club and Sandy Cricket
Group




Club.
2.  To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P15/07)
Cllr Sutton

Agenda Item 10 – Sandy

Member is Chair of Sandy




Enhancement Group


Enhancement Group.



Agenda Item 13 – Sunderland
Member is involved with




Road Pavilion/Secure Storage

Biggleswade Athletic Club.




Working Group

Cllr Aldis

Agenda Item 10 – Sandy

Member is Vice Chair of 




Enhancement Group


Sandy Enhancement 









Group.
Cllr D Sharman
Agenda Item 10 – Sandy

Member sits on the




Enhancement Group


Committee of Sandy 










Enhancement Group.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(See list attached)

4.  Minutes








(P16/07)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 4th June 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 18th June 2007, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.

5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council





(P17/07)
07/00206/FULL
L & R Developments

c/o DDL

28 St Andrews Way

Ely

CB6 3DZ
Full Application for the erection of 5 terraced houses with associated parking and access on land to the rear of 152 St Neots Road, Sandy.

STC (Town Council 12.3.07) Objected

MBDC 30.3.07 Refused

5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council (Contd)




(P17/07)

Appeal lodged against Refusal by the District Council.

Appeal will be heard by Public Inquiry on a date to be fixed. 

As Sandy Town Council did object to this application their written comments have already been sent.
RESOLVED: (a)  That the action taken by the Clerk be ratified and approved.

(b)  That when the date of the Public Inquiry is known Members of the Council be advised so that the Council is represented at the Public Inquiry.
6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions

(P18/07)
There were none.
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy

(P19/07)
Cllr Aldis reported that the planning application for development on the Rose & Crown Public House site had been refused on the grounds that there was inadequate off-site parking.  Members did not consider it was a Town Centre location.
8.  Playing Field Maintenance Equipment



(P20/07)
The Town Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  Cllr Scott, as Chairman of the Playing Field Maintenance Group reported on a more powerful tractor that was also available.
After discussion it was
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  That the John Deere 4320 4 Wheel Drive Tractor and the Rotamec 3.6m Triple Deck Finishing Mower with hydraulic folding be purchased from the Capital Account at a cost of £29,400.00. 
9.  Fence in Children’s Play Area, Bedford Road


(P21/07)
The Town Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

After a lengthy debate, during which it felt that the Council had a moral obligation to resolve this matter, it was
9.  Fence in Children’s Play Area, Bedford Road


(P21/07)
(Contd)

RESOLVED:  That a Working Group consisting of Cllrs Aldis, Sutton, Osborne and Bartlett visit the site and report back to the next Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee Meeting on their findings and solutions.  Photographs were to be incorporated in the Group’s report and the views of the Police sought.
10.  Sandy Enhancement Group 





(P22/07)
The Town Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  That Sandy Town Council match Sandy Enhancement Group’s contribution of £80.00 towards this project from the Contingency Account.

RESOLVED:  That the Town Clerk attempts to resolve the outstanding matters with the contractors and that if this is not possible to consider alternative arrangements for 2008.

11.  Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan


(P23/07)

The Town Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

After lengthy discussion it was 

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Town Clerk write to Bedfordshire County Council to urge them to undertake urgently needed clearing of the gullies which aggravated the recent flooding in Sandy.

(b)  That the Town Clerk investigate further the recruitment of an Emergency
Co-ordinator, perhaps a District Councillor, and a press release be issued seeking such a person.
(c)  That the Town Clerk clarify the position of a pump under the A1 to stop the flooding of Bedford Road with the Environment Agency and the Drainage Board.

(d)  That a the Town Clerk completes as many of the gaps in the Community Emergency Plan as possible and reports back in due course.
12.  Public Open Space at Berwick Way Estate


(P24/07)
The Town Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

12.  Public Open Space at Berwick Way Estate


(P24/07)

(Contd)

RESOLVED:  That the Town Council has no objection to the developers selling

the open space adjoining plot BD195152 to the owners of the neighbouring

property.
13.  Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group

(P25/07) 
(a)  The Notes of Working Group Meeting held on Thursday 31st May 2007 which had been previously circulated were received and noted.
(b)  SEE PART II – EXEMPT MINUTES
14. Sunderland Road Play Area 

 



P26/07)
SEE PART II – EXEMPT MINUTES

15.  Press Release







(P27/07)
RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued regarding recruitment of an Emergency Plan Co-ordinator.
Resolved:  That under the public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature Of the business that may be transacted, the press and public be requested to retire.

Also:  That in view of the confidential nature of the business which may be transacted under this item (Sections 8, 9 & 12 (a) & (B)) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, IT MAY CONCERN “Any terms proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods and services” and “it may concern any TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES” AND “IT MAY CONCERN ANY instructions to Counsel and any opinion of Counsel (whether or not in connection with any proceedings) and any advice received, information obtained or action to be taken in connection with: 


(a)  Any legal proceedings by or against the authority, or


(b)  THE Determination of any matter affecting the authority (whether, in either case, proceedings have been commenced or are in contemplation)” the press and public be requested to retire during its consideration.

The following Minute will remain a Confidential Minute under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 44(1B) “Information is exempt information if its disclosure (otherwise than under the Act) by the public authority holding it is incompatible with any community obligation.”

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	6.7.07

69/07


	07/01060/FULL

Sandy Town Council

10 Cambridge Road

SANDY

Beds

SG19 1JE


	Full application for the extension to the existing car park at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground, Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S 

16.7.07

17.7.07
	

	9.7.07

70/07


	07/00567/FULL

Mr C Miah

c/o Hutchinsons

16 High Street

Kimbolton

Cambs

PE28 0HA
	Full application for amendments to the external alterations to elevations including extraction flue to south elevation being to increase height of flue to align with ridge of the building plan No 06/237/03 at The New Inn, 144 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 138 and 140 London Road, 194,192, 190, 188, 186 St Neots Road, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S 

16.7.07

17.7.07
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