SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 16th May 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr  P A Blaine (Chairman) 





  “   N Aldis

  “   R Frood





  “   D Gale





  “   J Gurney





  “   D Jaeger






  “   M McMurdo






  “   C Osborne






  “   M Pettitt
  “   D Sharman

  “   G White
Together with Police Constable Aiden Howarth and two Electors of the Parish.
1.  APOLOGIES: For absence were received from Cllrs Downing and Scott and for late arrival from Cllr Osborne.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS   
(F01/05)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

There were none.
(b) Personal interests

There were none.
PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

6. MATTERS ARISING





(F02/05) 

(h)  Financial Regulations (18.4.05) (F97/04)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That, subject to the requested amendments (SEE PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS) being made, the Financial Regulations be approved and adopted by Sandy Town Council. (APPENDIX ‘A’ ATTACHED)

8. TOWN CENTRE CAR PARK – NON DOMESTIC RATES 2005/2006
(F03/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That Mr Nicholas Lowe be requested to represent Sandy Town Council in making an appeal against the 2005 Business Rates Valuation in respect of the Sandy Town Centre Car Park.


9. QUALITY COUNCIL REQUIREMENTS - COMMUNICATION
(F04/05)

The cost of distribution of the Quarterly Newsletter in its increased format to all households in Sandy will be £260 per issue (a total of £780 for 3 issues, the fourth being distributed together with the Annual Report).

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a) That the Quarterly Newsletter should be distributed to all households in Sandy (4633 copies).  
(b) That Town Council should increase the estimate of the cost of the Newsletter and Annual Bulletin by £780.
PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS

3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 









(F05/05)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4. PETITION TO ANNUAL TOWN MEETING



(F06/05)

A report from the Deputy Clerk which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

The Sandy Beat Manager, Constable Aiden Howarth had been invited to the meeting to provide information on the measures the police force had been taking to combat the problem of nuisance youths.  He said that the views of residents had been canvassed and while there had been some specific incidents of a serious nature (leading to prosecution and Anti-social Behaviour Orders in one instance) the main problem was perceived to be groups of young people hanging around in the Market Square area.  As well as increasing the police presence in the areas of the Market Square and Northcroft the police were liaising more closely with Sandy Security to try to identify offenders.  He said that the police have no powers to disperse a group of people unless they are obstructing the pavement. Council Members agreed that in most instances the young people were law abiding and that the offenders were in the minority but that large groups could be intimidating and seen as threatening by members of the public.

Constable Howarth outlined positive measures that were being taken to try to find a solution to the problem.  He had approached the managers of both Forbouys and Budgens (where the youths congregate most regularly) to try to obtain their help with the problem.  The Police were being pro-active in establishing a “Youth Bar” in the Bell public house and also supporting the Sandy “Youth Village” project.  He said that Youth bars had been successful in other parts of Mid Beds. The bar at the Bell would be limited to a maximum of 40 young people on a ticket only basis and would be supervised by the police and the youth service.  As well as non-alcoholic drinks there would be entertainment in the form of a pool table and music from a system donated by the police partnership.  He had been liaising with Homewatch members in order to address any concerns that they had about the bar. 

A possible solution to the problem of groups gathering in the Market Square was the provision of a Youth Shelter. This was felt to be a good idea but needed to be situated so that young people would use it and in where it was not likely to cause problems to residents.  It was suggested that the Town Council owned portion of the alley next to the Victoria Wine shop might provide a suitable location.

Constable Howarth suggested that it might be possible for the Town Council to purchase household CCTV systems which could then be loaned to homeowners with particular problems. The police have similar systems but these can only be deployed slowly and under certain conditions.  If the recordings showed the date and time of incidents and were of a reasonable quality for identification purposes they would be able to be used as evidence in court.

RESOLVED: (a) That the Deputy Clerk’s report be noted.

(b) That the residents who had presented the petition be updated on the discussion at this meeting.

(c) That the Clerk be requested to arrange a meeting between Members of the Town Council, the local beat officers, members of the Youth Service and the Community Safety Officer at Mid Beds District Council to continue to investigate measures to improve the situation, in particular the possible provision of a youth shelter.

(d) That the Clerk be asked to investigate the viability and cost of home CCTV systems. 


5. MINUTES








(F07/05)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 18th April 2005  and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 9th May 2005, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

6. MATTERS ARISING 







(F08/05)

(a)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 - Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc

(3.12.01)(F41/01)

SEE PART II – EXEMPT MINUTES – PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO(F13/05)
 (b) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03)


Mrs Wendi Abrahams from Mid Beds District Council has confirmed that the £10,000 allocated to the project by Mid Beds in the financial year 2004/2005 will still be available in 2005/2006.  However, she thinks it unlikely that it would be held over after this date if the Town Manager has not been appointed.

Cllr Aldis reported that there was to be a meeting of the Board of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd on Tuesday 24th May 2005 and that progress was being made in drawing up the Articles of Memorandum and the Articles of Association.  Cllr Aldis was asked whether the Town Council could give any assistance to the Board of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.  He replied that help with typing up the Articles would be appreciated.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(c) Commemoration of Victory in Europe/Japan Day 10th July 2005 (20.9.05) (F40/04)

Work on cleaning and refurbishing the War memorial, together with a plaque marking the anniversary has been commissioned from Garlick Bros, Monumental Masons.  It is expected that this work will be completed by 26th June 2005.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(d) Trafalgar Weekend 21st - 23rd October 2005  (01.11.04) (F52/04)

A letter had been received from Sandy Upper School (copy was attached) concerning its activities to commemorate the anniversary. No other replies to the Deputy Clerk’s letter have been received.

Cllr Aldis suggested that the occasion could be commemorated by the planting of a number of trees, equal to the number of British ships at the Battle of Trafalgar.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Aldis be requested to investigate the number, source and possible planting location for the trees and report to a subsequent meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

(e) Flood Protection Works – Bedford Road, Sandy (14.03.05) (F86/04)
The attendance of Mr Steve Thomas from Mid Beds District Council and Mr Dave Thomas from the Internal Drainage Board was deferred until the Finance and General Purposes Committee of 27th June 2005. 

Cllr McMurdo reported that he had received an email from Mr Steve Thomas regarding the matter.

RESOLVED: (i) That the situation be noted.

(ii) That Cllr McMurdo be requested to forward the email he had received to the Clerk.

(f) Code of Conduct Review – Consultation Document (14.3.05) (F87/04)
Cllr Aldis had drafted some responses to the Consultation Document and with the approval of the Chairman these were circulated to Members. 
RESOLVED: (i) That the suggested responses be noted.

(ii) That Members should communicate any alterations to the responses suggested by Cllr Aldis to him by Friday 20th May 2005.

(iii) That the Policies Working Group should then be requested to meet to collate and relay the responses of Council to the Standards Board for England.

(g) Devolving Services from Mid Beds D.C. (14.03.05) (F88/04)

Cllr Jaeger’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

RESOLVED: (i) That the survey be reissued to Members of Council for their individual responses and that Potton and Flitwick Town Councils be pursued for their views.

(ii) That the Clerk be requested to invite the leader of Leighton Linslade Town Council to the next meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee on 27th June 2005 to discuss any progress they have made in this area since becoming a Quality Council.

(iii) That this topic should be suggested to the Town and Parish Council’s Association as an agenda item.


(h) New Edition of Town Guide (14.03.05) (F83/04)
The publication has been delayed at Members’ request until the completion of enhancement works in the Market Square.  The Clerk is currently making amendments to the text.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(i)  Financial Regulations (18.4.05) (F97/04)

The amendments requested by Committee to the draft Financial Regulations had been completed.

RESOLVED: That further amendments be made to paragraphs 9, 35, 36 and to Appendix A.

(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL, MINUTE No (F02/05))
(j) Proposed Improvements to C.C.T.V. system, Bedford Road Recreation Ground (18.4.05) (F98/04)

A letter was sent to Mr Beale of Sandy Security on 28.04.05 requesting a report on the condition and location of Sandy Town Council owned cameras sited in areas other than Bedford Road Recreation Ground. No response had yet been received.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(k) Public attempts to contact Police Station at Bedford (18.4.05) (F98/04)

Letter sent to Chief Constable on 28.4.05 asking for an investigation into the lack of response and requesting that the telephone service be improved. No response had yet been received.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
7. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS (F09/05)
2005/2006
(1) Capital Expenditure


(a) Resurfacing approximately 11m footpath into car park from High St (South East side)

Work completed 21.4.05.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.


(b) Resurfacing footway around War Memorial and secure stone steps

Work completed 21.4.05.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(c) Additional double yellow lining, no parking lettering and no parking hatching, Car Park

Work deferred until the Town Centre Enhancement Project is complete. 
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(d) War memorial cleaning and refurbishing.

Ordered 1.4.05. Work planned to start late May/early June.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(e) Replacement CCTV camera and infra red lighting for Bedford Road Recreation Ground


Ordered 21st April 2005.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(f) Proposed alterations to Council Offices

Ordered 30.3.05. Work due to start late May 2005.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(g) Galvanised gate to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Ordered 30.3.05.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the work should be hastened.

(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Blades for Sisis slitter

Ordered 1.4.05.  Received 08.04.05.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(b) Strimmer – Robin Brushcutter

Ordered 7.4.05. Received 4.5.05

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(3) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Resurface hard play area, Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Work completed 21.4.05.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(c) Football nets Snr & Jnr

Ordered 1.4.05. Received 25.4.05.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(e) Repair to Pedestrian Gate, Stratford Road entrance to Cemetery

Ordered 1.4.05. Work completed Friday 13th May 2005.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.
(f) Repair to Riddy Footbridge


Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project authorised to order repair.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(g) Planting of middle bed Faynes Corner

Work completed 26.4.05.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(h) Replacement wiring to sprinkler heads at the Bowling Green, Sunderland Road

 Ordered 1.04.05. Contractors liaising with Bowls Club Groundsman.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(i) Verti-draining – hire of machinery, Sunderland Road

Still to be ordered, liaising with D.S.O.Foreman.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

8. TOWN CENTRE CAR PARK – NON DOMESTIC RATES 2005/2006
(F10/05)

The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL, MINUTE No (F03/05))

9. QUALITY COUNCIL REQUIREMENTS - COMMUNICATION
(F11/05)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
RESOLVED: That the Communications Working Group be requested to draft a schedule of dates and venues of surgeries to be considered by Town Council at its meeting on 20th June 2005.


(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL, MINUTE No (F04/05))

10. PRESS RELEASE

(F12/05)

RESOLVED: That a Press Release be issued regarding the Town Council’s actions with respect to the petition received at the Annual Town Meeting.


RESOLVED: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTIONS 9/12) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, "ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES" AND " IT MAY CONCERN ANY INSTRUCTIONS TO COUNSEL AND ANY OPINION OF COUNSEL (WHETHER OR NOT IN CONNECTION WITH ANY PROCEEDINGS) AND ANY ADVICE RECEIVED, INFORMATION OBTAINED OR ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH:

(a) ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BY OR AGAINST THE AUTHORITY, OR

(b) THE DETERMINATION OF ANY MATTER AFFECTING THE AUTHORITY (WHETHER, IN EITHER CASE, PROCEEDINGS HAVE BEEN COMMENCED OR ARE IN CONTEMPLATION)" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.


THE FOLLOWING MINUTE WILL REMAIN A CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 SECTION 44(1B) “INFORMATION IS EXEMPT INFORMATION IF ITS DISCLOSURE (OTHERWISE THAN UNDER THIS ACT) BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HOLDING IT IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ANY COMMUNITY OBLIGATION.”

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	5.5.05

42/05


	05/00667/FULL

Mr & Mrs Chaplin

41 Partridge Piece

Sandy

SG19 2UP
	Full application for the erection of a rear conservatory and link extension with existing garage at 41 Partridge Piece, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 39 and 43 Partridge Piece, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

16.5.05

17.5.05
	

	6.5.05

43/05


	05/00648/FULL

Mr K Barton

42 Kestrel Way

Sandy

Beds
	Full application for the erection of single storey front and rear extensions and bay window to front elevation at 42 Kestrel Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 40 Kestrel Way, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

16.5.05

17.5.05
	

	10.5.05

44/05


	05/00743/FULL

Mr & Mrs Simm

14 Fieldfare

Sandy

Beds

SG19 2UZ
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 14 Fieldfare, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12 and 16 Fieldfare, Sandy, Beds notified


	RESOLVED:  No Objections

Provided that the conservatory is situated to the rear of the dwelling.  The location plan appears to show it at the front, “Fieldfare” side.
	F & G P

16.5.05

17.5.05
	

	11.5.05

45/05


	05/00754/FULL

Mr K Jaffar

11 Pondgate

Kents Hill

Milton Keynes

MK7 6DP
	Local Centre Site

Kestrel Way, Fallowfield, Sandy

Full application for the variation of conditions 14 & 15 of planning permission 01/01683 dated 5/3/02 for opening hours to be extended Monday to Saturday 7am to 10pm and Sunday 7am to 10pm.  Delivery and site manoeuvring times also extended to 7am and 10pm daily.

Near neighbours 1,1a,2a Kestrel Way and 4,6,8,10,12,14,16 Osprey Close Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  OBJECT

The Town Council is pleased that there is some interest in this local amenity.  However given that the area if overwhelmingly residential and in order to keep nuisance to a minimum the Council would like delivery hours and site manoeuvring times to remain at the present stated 7am-8pm.  Similarly they would urge that shop opening hours are not extended beyond 9pm.  The use of CCTV should be encouraged to prevent incidences of anti-social behaviour in the area.
	F & G P

16.5.0

17.5.05
	


7
6

