SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 1st August 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis





   "   C Baker





   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood





   "   J Gurney






   "   D Jaeger





   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman





   "   Mrs S Sutton






   "   G White
together with County Cllr J Scott

1.  Apologies: for absence had been received from Cllr McMurdo.
The Mayor formally announced the death of Cllr Richard Downing on Thursday 28th July 2005.  The Mayor paid tribute to a remarkable member who would be sadly missed and impossible to replace.

Members stood in silent tribute to the memory of the late Cllr Downing.

The Clerk said that in accordance with legislation and normal practice a Casual Vacancy on the Council would be declared in due course.

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (38/05)
(a)
Prejudicial Interests
There were none.

(b)
Personal Interests
There were none.
3.  Oral Questions from Electors (39/05)
An elector enquired if any measures were planned to prevent long stay commuter parking in the Town Centre Car Park.
3.  Oral Questions from Electors (39/05) (conTD)

The Clerk said that nothing was possible at present without converting the car park to a short stay car park and imposing controls or enforcement measures, which would in fact then affect everyone including shoppers and employees in town centre businesses.

A survey that had been undertaken indicated that there were no more than six or eight of these vehicles and they tended to use the same spaces everyday and were therefore easily identifiable.

Members expressed the view that the number of commuters using the car park was minimal in comparison with those who regularly parked for long periods being in employment in the Town Centre.  It was also felt preferable for long term car parking to be in the car park rather than on streets such as St Swithun’s Way or Peels Place.

There were no other questions from electors.

4.  Planning Applications Received For Comment By Sandy Town Council (40/05)
Prior to the consideration of Application 05/01207/OUT one letter of Objection that had been received was summarised to the Meeting by the Clerk.
(See List Attached)
5.  Mayoral Communications (41/05)
The Mayor said that the list of events, functions etc attended by himself and the Deputy Mayor on behalf of the Council, had been circulated with the Agenda.  It had been a particularly busy period.

21.6.05 Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended the


Bedfordshire and Luton Fire Service’s Annual Awards Ceremony at Kempston


Addison Centre.
25.6.05 Attended he Pasque Charity Dinner at the Hat Factory, Luton together with the


Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress.
26.6.05 Attended and took part in The Royal British Legion 60th Anniversary


Celebrations of the end of World War II Service accompanied by the Mayoress.


The Deputy Mayor and Mayoress together with other Councillors also attended.

2.7.05 Together with Cllrs Osborne and Aldis acted as stewards for The Full House
Theatre Company’s performance at Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

11.7.05
Welcomed the Anglia in Bloom judges in the Council Chamber on their visit to
Sandy.
13.7.05 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Bedfordshire Rural Community

Charities Awards Evening at Oakley.

14.7.05 Attended with the Mayoress the Bedfordshire Arts Forum Exhibition at Bromham Mill.

5.  Mayoral Communications (41/05) (CONTD)
18.7.05 Attended the Ivel Stroke Club Meeting and Bar-B-Q at Quince Court 



accompanied by the Mayoress.

19.7.05 Accompanied by the Mayoress presented the End of Year Awards at St 


Swithun’s School.

19.7.05 With the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress and other Councillors attended 



the Open Evening at Sandy Fire Station.

29.7.05 Visited RAF Wyton on their Open Day accompanied by the Mayoress.

31.7.05 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Beeston Flower Festival Service at 



the Methodist Chapel.

DEPUTY MAYOR
3.7.05 Accompanied by the Deputy Mayoress attended the Mayor of Huntingdon’s 


Civic Service.

8.7.05 Supported by the Deputy Mayoress attended the Mayor of Leighton Linslade’s


Charity Reception at Cedars School.

9.7.05 Presented the winning certificates to the children of the Sandy Enhancement


Group’s Art Competition and launched the Sandy Enhancement Group’s website 


at Sandy Library.

10.7.05 With the Deputy Mayoress attended the Mayor of Bedford’s Civic Reception at 


The Bedford Regatta.

17.7.05 Opened the Budgens’ Fun Day afternoon in the Bedford Road Recreation 


Ground, in aid of Laburnum Lower School.

6.  Minutes and Reports (42/05)
(a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 20th June 2005
Cllr White reported that his apologies had not been recorded in the Minutes.

Resolved:  That subject to the addition of these apologies the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received , approved and signed as a correct record.

Matters Arising: See Agenda Item 7.
(b)  Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 27th June
2005
Resolved:  (a)  That the Minutes, including exempt Minute, Minute No F23/05 as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

(b)  That exempt Minute, Minute No F23/05 remain as an Exempt Matter.

6.  Minutes and Reports (42/05) (CONTD)

Recommendations:  There were none.
Matters Arising:  There were none.
(c)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 4th July 2005
A Member questioned the procedure of quoting Members names in Minutes and asked if this was considered good practice.
After debate it was:-

Resolved:  (a)  That the names of Members be deleted from these Minutes which be amended to read throughout “ a Member”.

(b)  That with the incorporation of these amendments the Minutes as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

Recommendations:  There were none.

Matters Arising:  A Member referred to the decision made earlier in respect of the Minutes and asked if this was to now be the policy of the Council in respect of all Minutes?

Resolved:  That the future policy of Sandy Town Council be not to record the names of Members who raise matters at meetings unless it be under Standing Order F13 of the Standing Orders of the Town Council or unless it be specifically requested by the Member concerned.

(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th July 2005
Resolved:  That the Minutes as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

Recommendations:  There were none.

Matters Arising:  There were none.
7.  Matters Arising (43/05)
(a)  WAGN Rail Services to Sandy and Related Problems (101/08) (17.1.05)
Meeting held with WAGN on 11.5.05.  Notes of the Meeting were received by Council 20.6.05.  Reply received from Mr Barthorpe of Network Rail re-enhancement of Sandy Station 15.6.05.  (Copy was attached).
Members expressed the opinion that the contents of Mr Barthorpe’s letter appeared to contradict the comments made by Mr Neville of WAGN regarding the responsibility for upgrading the station.  Members were also concerned regarding the suggested involvement of the County Council in financing or part-financing any improvements.

Resolved:  (a)  That a further letter be sent to Mr Barthorpe of Railtrack enquiring if he was putting any measures in place to secure funding for improvements and pointing out that his view appears to differ from Mr Neville’s.
7.  Matters Arising (43/05) (CONTD)

(b)  That a copy of Mr Barthorpe’s reply and the further letter from the Town Council be sent to Mr Neville seeking his comments and advice as to how improvements to the station can be secured.
(b)  Resolution from Annual Parish Meeting Re: Closure of TIC in Sandy (24/05) (9.5.05)

Further letter to Chief Executive MBDC 21.7.05.  No reply yet received.

The Clerk reported that an acknowledgement had been received that morning.  The Chief Executive was currently on Annual Leave and would reply in full on her return.
8.  Reports from Representatives (44/05)
(a)  The Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 18th July 2005 which had been previously circulated were received.
A Member drew attention to the Minute concerning County and District Officer attendance at the Forum Meetings.

(b)  The Mayor reported on a recent Member visit to the Police HQ Call Centre (Control Room) this had been most enlightening.

There were no other reports from representatives.

9.  Clerk’s Report (45/05)
(1)  Accounts 01.04.05 to 30.6.05
Resolved:  (a)  That the Lists of Receipts and Payments for June 2005 which had been on display prior to the meeting be received and approved.


(b)  That the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for the Quarter ended 30th June 2005 be received and approved.
(2)  Ethical Awareness Training Session, MBDC Ampthill – Thursday 22nd September 2005 at 6.30pm

A Training Session for new members of Town and Parish Councils and to update existing members is being held at MBDC Ampthill on Thursday 22nd September 2005 commencing at 6.30pm and finishing at 8.00pm.

(Any Member who would like to attend is asked to contact the Clerk as soon as possible).

Resolved:  That the situation be noted.

(3)  Application for a Public Entertainment Licence – Lord Roberts Public House, Market Square, Sandy

The Lord Roberts Public House have submitted an Application for a Public Entertainment Licence for music, karaoke etc at the Public House.

9.  Clerk’s Report (45/05) (contd)

The requested hours are 12:00 noon to 23:00 Monday to Saturday and 12:00 noon to 22:30 Sunday.

The Public House has not previously been granted a similar licence.  The Council is invited to submit any comments/observations on this Application.

Resolved:  That “No Objections “ be raised in connection with this Application.
(4)  North Bedfordshire Division – Changes in Policing

There is to be a meeting at Police HQ, Kempston on Wednesday 28th September 2005 at 7.00pm at which the Divisional Commander will update interested people/groups on the changes that have been implemented in respect of policing in this area and his plans for the future.  Neither the Mayor or Deputy Mayor are able to attend.

The Clerk reported that a letter had been received that morning advising that the date of the proposed Meeting had now been changed to Tuesday 11th October 2005.
Resolved:  That the Mayor be requested to attend the Meeting on Tuesday 11th October 2005 at Police Headquarters, Kempston.

(5)  Annual Accounts 2004/2005
Resolved:  That the Annual Accounts as circulated be approved and adopted for submission to the External Auditor.  (Appendix “A” Attached)

Also Resolved:  That the Mayor be authorised to sign the Statement of Assurance on the Annual Return to be submitted to the External Auditors.

(6)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc (5.12.01) (F41/01)

See Part II – Confidential Minutes
Minute No 45/05

7.  Action for Market Towns Annual Convention – Hexham, Northumberland, 6th/7th October 2005
The Annual Convention for the Action for Market Towns organisation is to be held at Hexham on Thursday 6th and Friday 7th October 2005.

The cost is £225.00 per delegate plus accommodation (approx £200.00) and travel.

Sandy Town Council has been represented at this Convention in the past but it does appear that at a total cost of around £600.00, this has now become rather expensive.

Resolved:  That Sandy Town Council be not represented at the Action for Market Towns Annual Convention on 6th/7th October 2005.

10.  Oral Questions from Electors (46/05)
There were none.
11.  PRESS RELEASE (47/05)
Resolved:  That Press Releases be issued regarding (a) The Railtrack response to the letter concerning improvements at Sandy Station.

(b)  The death of Cllr Downing.

Resolved:  That under the public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature Of the business that may be transacted, the press and public be requested to retire.
Also:  That in view of the confidential nature of the business which may be transacted under this item (Sections 9/12) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property or the supply of goods or services” and “it may concern any instructions to Counsel and any opinion of Counsel (whether or not in connection with any proceedings) and any advice received, information obtained or action to be taken in connection with: 


(a)  Any legal proceedings by or against the authority, or


(b)  Determination of any matter affecting the authority (whether, in either case, proceedings have been commenced or are in contemplation)” the press and public be requested to retire during its consideration.

The following Minute will remain a Confidential Minute under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 44(1B) “Information is exempt information if its disclosure (otherwise than under the Act) buy the public authority holding it is incompatible with any community obligation.”

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	13.7.05

71/05


	05/01091/FULL

Mr P Smith

5 Kingfisher Close

Sandy

SG19 2UX
	Full application for a ground floor front extension with dormer extension to first floor at 5 Kingfisher Close, Sandy SG19 2UX
Near neighbours 3 & 7 Kingfisher Close, Sandy, notified
	RESOLVED: No objections
	Town Council

1.8.05
	

	27.7.05

72/05


	05/01188/FULL

Ms G McCrea & Mr A Harrington

38 High Street

SANDY

SG19 1AJ
	Full application for the erection of a single storey brick built storage building to the side of 38 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 36, 40, 73, 75, 77, 79 High Street & 1 Ivel View Sandy notified


	RESOLVED: No Objections
	Town Council

1.8.05
	

	27.7.05

73/05


	05/01207/OUT

Mr R Munford

c/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU
	Outline application for  the erection of a detached dwelling and garage at land to the rear of Beeston Hall, 30 The Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 32 The Green, Willow Farm, Cos Lodge, Beeston, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  OBJECT

(a) If granted would set a precedent for further housing development at rear of existing building line.

(b) Outside the Village envelope
(c) Inadequate access by means of farm track only
(d) Access across registered Common
(e) Possible drainage difficulties
	Town Council

1.8.05
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