SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 6th March 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr  P A Blaine (Chairman) 





  “   N Aldis



  “   C Baker




  “   J Gurney





  “   C Osborne

  “   M Pettitt
  “   M Scott
  “   D Sharman
  “   R Smith

 
 



  “   Mrs S Sutton
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Frood, Gale, Jaeger and White and from Cllr Osborne for late attendance. 
2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F80/05)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
There were none.
(b) Personal interests
Cllr Sharman

Planning Application 06/00348/FULL 
Member is a personal friend of 









the owners of the property 

behind which the proposed 


dwellings are located.
PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL


5. Review of Capital Programme





(F83/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a) That the £50,000 earmarked for the purchase of a possible Town Centre Car Park be deleted from the Capital Programme.

(b) That the Town Council no longer seeks to acquire land to the South of the Baulk or at Girtford Lakes. 

(c) That subject to (a) and (b) above the Capital Programme should be approved.

(SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO (F83/05)
6. Opening of additional Bank Account





(F84/05)


RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a) That an additional bank account be opened with the Bank of Ireland to receive the interest on the Capital Account with an opening balance of the net interest received on the Capital Account in 2005/2006.

(SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO (F84/05)
7. Internet Purchases






(F85/05)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That anti-virus software be purchased for the Clerk’s Computer via an internet transaction using the Deputy Clerk’s personal Credit Card on the Town Council’s behalf.
8. Payments made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972   (F86/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the Town Council should make the following payments, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

(a) £21.00 purchase of a Poppy Wreath in November 2005.

(b) £25.00 donation to Sandy Upper School for the Audrey Boothby Prize in November 2005.
  
(SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO (F86/05)

PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(F81/05)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
4. Minutes








(F82/05)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 30th January 2006 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 27th February 2006, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

5. Review of Capital Programme



(F83/05)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

It was noted that although money had been earmarked for several months for possible Police Community Support Officers a meeting had still not been arranged (as promised) by the Police Authority to discuss the scheme.


Although £50,000 had previously been reserved for purchase of land for a possible additional Town Centre Car Park it was pointed out that the existing facility could benefit from enhancement features, such as those originally planned by Mid Beds District Council Consultants for the enhancement of the centre of Sandy.

Members were apprised of the likelihood of a further Capital item to be reserved should the extension of the Council Offices to accommodate the Tourist Information Centre be approved, however, the actual cost of this was not yet known.

RESOLVED: (a) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the Police Authority enquiring about the present position with regard to the PSCOs.

(b) That the Environment and Leisure Focus Group be asked to look at the Town Centre Car Park and recommend possible measures for its enhancement. 

(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE NO (F83/05)

6. Opening of additional Bank Account



F84/05)

(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE NO (F84/05)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to prepare a report on the Town Council’s banking and investment arrangements for the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on 15th May 2006.
7. Internet Purchases






(F85/05)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  


(SEE PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE NO (F85/05)

8. Payments made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972   (F86/05)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

RESOLVED: That in future the authorisation for Section 137 purchases should be recommended to Council by the Audit Committee at its November meeting.
(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE NO  (F86/05)
9. Review of Recommendations in the Healthcheck document
(F87/05)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
There was a full discussion on the points raised.
Members were reminded that there was to be a full debate concerning the Community Liaison Forum at a Town Council meeting in the future.

With regard to Community Facilities Members commented that if Magnolia House were to be demolished they would prefer it to be replaced by a new building suitable for a library.

Members welcomed the appearance of low level access buses on Stagecoach routes through Sandy.

Members were reminded that the Clerk and Cllr Jaeger were working on a mission statement and corporate plan which would be presented to the Town Council at the earliest opportunity.

The Deputy Clerk was thanked for her report on the Healthcheck document. 

RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk, together with the Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee be requested to write to the Mid Beds Planning Authority and to the County Council asking that serious consideration be given to replacing Magnolia House with a new library.
10. Request from University of Luton

(F88/05)

The letter from Professor Les Ebdon, Vice Chancellor which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the university of Luton expressing the Town Council’s support for the new name: University of Bedford and Luton.

11. Alcohol Free Zones




(F89/05)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  Cllr Aldis reported that at the previous week’s meeting of the Community Safety Group police advice was that Sandy did not have the problems of other areas that would warrant the introduction of an alcohol free zone.  Even without the zones the police have powers to confiscate alcohol from underage drinkers.

RESOLVED: (a) That no further action be taken at present with regard to establishing any alcohol free zones in Sandy.

(b) That the Communications Working Group be requested to consider including an article about alcohol free zones in the Sandy Newsletter, canvassing people’s opinions as to whether they perceive a problem with public drinking in Sandy.

12. Replacement of key holder



(F90/05)
The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

SEE PART II – EXEMPT MINUTES – PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO (F90/05)

13. Press Release

(F91/05)

RESOLVED: That no press release is considered necessary.
RESOLVED: THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 14) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, IT MAT CONCERN “ANY ACTION TAKEN OR TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION OF A CRIME”, THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING.
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4

