SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 11th December 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

5th December 2006







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  Apologies
2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.


3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
            (7.30pm)











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See list attached)

4.  Minutes









      (7.40pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 6th November 2006 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 4th December 2006. (Previously circulated)

5. Position of outstanding authorised/contracted works   (7.45pm)

There are none.

6. Review of Local Development Settlement Envelopes in Mid Beds

To receive and consider Clerk's report.
(Copy attached)
(7.45pm)

7. Annual Estimates 2006/2007




(7.55pm)

To consider lists of  Special Items – Revenue, Repairs and Renewals and Capital Expenditure proposed by the Audit Committee for inclusion in the Annual Estimates for 2007/2008 and to confirm the order of priority for those items so approved. For submission to the Annual Estimates and Precept Meeting of the Council due to be held on Monday 22nd January 2007.


(Copy attached).


8. Press release







  (8.15pm)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	30.11.06

108/06


	06/01881/FULL

Mr R J Eaton

9 Ivel Road

Sandy

SG19 1AX
	Full application for the erection of a detached dwelling on land to the rear of 9 Ivel Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 8a Ongley Court and 11 Ivel Road, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

11.12.06
	

	30.11.06

109/06


	06/01873/ADV

Howdens Joinery Ltd

The Pavilion

Blackmoor Lane

Croxley Business Park Watford

WD18 8GA
	Advertisement Consent application for a fascia sign to front elevation of Unit 3, Gateshead Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours units 2 and 4 Gateshead Close, Sandy notified

	
	F & G P

11.12.06
	

	30.11.06

110/06


	06/01949/FULL

Mr & Mrs R Peto

6 Pipit Grove

Sandy

SG19 2TH
	Full application for the retention of a free standing shed at 6 Pipit Grove, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4 and 8 Pipit Grove, Sandy notified 
	
	F & G P

11.12.06
	

	4.12.06

111/06


	06/01975/FULL

Mr S Foster

46 Swansholme Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1HL
	Full application for the erection of a part two storey, part single storey extensions front and rear to 46 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 44 and 48 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

11.12.06
	

	4.12.06

112/06


	06/01976/FULL

Mr D Huggett

15 Swansholme Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1HJ
	Full application for the erection of a single storey front extension at 15 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 13 and 17 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy notified

.
	
	F & G P

11.12.06
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

S U P P L E M E N T A R Y

DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	8.12.06

113/06
	06/01981/FULL

Mrs C Hills

10 Fennel Drive

Biggleswade

SG18 8WD


	Full application for change of use of former agricultural/horticultural land to office and parking/limited storage (retrospective) on land at Nursery Buildings, High Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4-9 The Knolls, Beeston notified

	
	F & G P 

11.12.06


	

	8.12.06

114/06
	06/01984/FULL

Amber Homes

2 Copper Beech Close

St Ives

Huntingdon

PE27 5YG
	Full application for the demolition of depot and erection of seven dwellings with parking for 8 cars on land and buildings at Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5 Greens Close and 2c,4,6,8,10 Windsor Way, Sandy notified

	
	F & G P 

11.12.06+
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 11.12.06


6. Review of Local Development Settlement Envelopes in Mid Beds

Because of time constraints this matter has been brought to the first available Committee.

Members will be aware that the M.B.D.C. Local Plan which was adopted in December 2005 shows “settlement envelopes” around the key towns and villages.

A Settlement Envelope is a line on a map which defines the boundary between towns and villages and their surrounding countryside.  It is completely unrelated to Local Authority Boundaries.

In some instances where there is ambiguity in defining a boundary the Envelope has been used to reflect the character of the predominant land use, using the most appropriate clear physical features on the ground.  That land use must be settlement related and not agricultural or related to agriculture, such as market garden, redundant agricultural buildings/greenhouses etc.  Settlement Envelopes allow a clear application of Local Plan Policies.  This means that within an envelope the principle of development is more acceptable and will be judged on a number of other criteria and various other Policies within the Local Plan.

The Government have introduced a new Planning system called the Local Development Framework which will replace the Local Plan.  As part of the evidence gathering for the Development Control Policies document the District Council is taking the opportunity to update the Settlement Envelopes.  The purpose of the Review is an opportunity to make any changes that are necessary since they were originally plotted on the Local Plan Proposals Map.  This may be as a result of :-

(a) New building such as housing, village halls, employment or other uses that are clearly settlement related and not open countryside.
(b) Extensions to gardens which have Planning Permission.
(c) Errors or exclusions in the current Local Plan Settlement Envelopes.

Amendments will not be made to accommodate sites which are being proposed for any type of new development.

Committee is requested to consider if the existing Local Settlement Envelopes for Sandy and Beeston requires amending and in what ways.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
- (a) A briefing note from M.B.D.C.
INFORMATION ATTACHED
(b) Copies of the current Settlement Envelopes maps will be tabled.



   

ACTION REQUIRED



- Committee is requested to consider if it feels 








that any amendments should be made to the 








Settlement Envelopes for Sandy and Beeston.
T N Stewart
Clerk to the Council

27th November 2006


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 11.12.06


7. Annual Estimates 

 (a) Summary of Proposed Special Items of Expenditure from the Revenue Account
Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee

Council Offices

Five year revaluation of Council Assets
New


   £5,250.00
  Priority 1


Under the new Audit regulations this Council resolved to have a full revaluation of its assets every five years.  This was last completed in 2002 and so must be undertaken again in 2007.

Churchyard
	Pollarding Lime Trees
	New
	£350.00
	Priority 1


This task should be undertaken every two years.  

Police Community Support Officers




	25% Contribution for 2 officers
	New
	£ 12,000.00
	Priority 1

	
	
	
	


The Council resolved to contribute to two Community Support Officers to work in Sandy.  In 2006/2007 the cost was charged to the Capital Account and this should now become a revenue item.

Tourist Information Centre

	Publicity

Merchandise
	New

New
	£4,000.00

£3,000.00
	Priority 2

Priority 2







At present the Tourist Information Centre distribute a brochure produced by Mid Beds District Council, covering that whole District.  It will be out of date in 2007 and the TIC Management Group proposes to produce a smaller brochure, featuring more local attractions and accommodation.

Similarly, the merchandise for sale in the Centre is at present Mid Beds oriented.  The Management Group wish to supply more local items for visitors to the Centre to purchase. There will, of course, be an income from these sales which means that the initial £3,000.00 will be repaid over time.

Sandy Enhancement Group


	Special project grant

Permanent Planting on roundabout centre bed
	Annual

New
	£500.00

£500.00
	Priority 2

Priority 3


Sandy Enhancement Group has asked for a special grant to put towards the planned Station Triangle Project.  They have also asked that the central bed on the roundabout be used for permanent planting and this request has been agreed by Council.  In order to do this an additional one off sum of £500.00 will be required.
Cemetery

	Flush gullies, replace 4 gully grids and repair 1 gully top.
	New
	£383.00
	Priority 1


The surface drainage system around the paths in the cemetery is in need of some attention.  Several of the grids are broken and the gullies need to be flushed to identify if there is any further damage which needs attention (it is likely that at least some of the baskets lining the drains may need replacement).
(b) Summary of Proposed Special Expenditure from the Repairs and Renewals Fund

Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee
Stratford Road Depot

	Roller door for vehicle store
	Replacement
	£ 1,700.00
	Priority 1

	Mowers for cemetery (2No)
	Replacement
	£ 1,600.00
	Priority 1


The roller door on the large vehicle store at Stratford Road has needed repairing twice in recent months.  On the second occasion the engineer said that it needed replacing. A secure door is essential to the security of the building and particularly its contents.

Members will recall that replacement mowers were not purchased in 2006/2007, however, the existing are now well past the recommended time for replacement, they will be used until it is imperative that they be replaced or an improved alternative can be found.
Council Offices

	Cupboard for Archive materials
	Replacement
	£250.00
	Priority 2

	Computer and printer for Clerk
	Replacement
	£800.00
	Priority 1


At present all the Town Council’s Archive material is kept on open shelving.  To protect this material it is proposed to purchase a lockable cupboard.

The Clerk’s computer and printer are both around seven years old and need replacement.
Sunderland Road Recreation Ground
	New door and frame to ladies toilet

in Pavilion
	Replacement
	£325.00
	Priority 1


Rot has affected the door and its frame.

Town Centre Public Conveniences
	Provision of low level cisterns with air activated flush mechanism.
	Replacement
	£700.00
	Priority 1


The present flush mechanisms and high level cisterns were not replaced when the toilets were last refurbished.  The flush mechanisms are difficult to operate and have led to blockages, it is believed that the air activated systems will prevent this, and certainly this has been the case elsewhere.
(c) Summary of Proposed Special Items of Expenditure from the Capital Account

Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee
Council Offices
	Audio system for Chamber
	New
	£3,000.00
	Priority 3

	Projector Screen for Chamber
	New
	£800.00
	Priority 3


Members have requested that quotations be sought for these items.  The audio system would entail eight microphones with built in speakers sitting on the table.  They would be connected together by a “daisy chain” arrangement of wire on top of the table.

The projector screen would be fixed to the wall permanently.
Bedford Road Recreation Ground

	Bow top railings alongside hedge
	Completion of project
	£1,400.00


	Priority 2




Members will recall that the stretch of fencing between the drought garden and the war memorial was replaced by this type of railing in April 2006.  The proposal above would complete the fence, running from the pedestrian entrance to the vehicle entrance.
Stratford Road Depot

	Leaf vacuum
	New
	£300.00
	Priority 1

	Rotavator
	New
	£470.00
	Priority 3

	Microwave
	New
	£40.00
	Priority 3

	Fridge
	New
	£60.00
	Priority 3


The D.S.O.Foreman has requested the purchase of a leaf vacuum.  At present the Groundsmen use a leaf blower which will collect the leaves together but then they have to be gathered up by hand.  The leaf vacuum should speed up the process of collecting fallen leaves.

The Groundstaff use a rotavator several times a year and at present, hire a machine. The purchase of the machine would save, not only the hire costs but the cost in time and fuel of collection and return of the item.
At present the only facility in the staff portacabin is a kettle.  A fridge and microwave have been requested to allow the men to keep their lunches cold and to heat them.
(c) Summary of Proposed Special Items of Expenditure from the Interest on Capital Account

Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee

Sunderland Road Playing Field
	Path to Skatepark, re-surfacing
	Replacement
	£4,000.00
	Priority 2


Committee will recall that this item was requested by Council after receiving a report on the condition of the path and the problems caused by the soil conditions at Sunderland Road.  The specification allows for a Terran foundation to cope with this movement.
In addition to this item Audit Committee requested that a further quotation be obtained for the continuation of the footpath from Berwick Way alongside the recreation ground (which ends at the children’s play area) so that it joins up with the path from the Village Hall to the skatepark.  The cost of this work is quoted as £4.550.00. Should Committee want to go ahead with this work a priority and source of funding would need to be allocated.
Cricket Club

	Sisis motorised scarifier
	Replacement
	£3,500.00
	Priority 3


The present manual scarifier is old and difficult to use.  The Cricket Club have requested that it be replaced.
Town Centre Car Park

In response to a request from Members of the Public a quotation has been obtained for No exit signs and direction arrows to direct traffic on to the correct route to exit the car park.  In addition some of the faded markings would also be renewed. The cost of this would be £500.00. Should Committee want to go ahead with this work a priority and source of funding would need to be allocated.
8

