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To: Cllrs P N Aldis, P Blaine, S Doyle, A Gibson, J Hewitt, A M Hill, W Jackson, 

T Knagg, R Lock, C Osborne, M Pettitt, M Scott, P Sharman, S Sutton and                    
N Thompson 

 

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Sandy Town Council to be 
held in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire on 

Monday 16 September 2019 commencing at 7.30pm for the purpose of 
transacting the items of business below 

 

 
    

Chris Robson 
Town Clerk  

10 Cambridge Road 

Sandy 
 SG19 1JE 

01767 681491 

                                                                                                       10th September 2019 

                                                                                                                                                                
 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND THIS MEETING 

 

A G E N D A  
 

1 Apologies for Absence 

To receive any apologies for absence. 
 

 

2 Declarations of interest and requests for dispensations  

Under the Localism Act 2011 members of Council are not required to 
make oral declarations of interest at meetings but may not participate in 

discussion or voting on any items of business in which they have a 
Declarable Pecuniary Interest (DPI) and under Sandy Town Council’s 
Standing Orders must leave the room for the duration of all discussion 

on such items.  (All members’ register of interests are available on the 
Sandy Town Council website or on application to the Clerk.)   

This item is included on the agenda to enable members to declare new 
DPIs and also those who wish to do so may draw attention to their 
stated DPIs and also any non-declarable personal interests which they 

have declared under Sandy Town Council’s adopted Code of Conduct and 
which may be relevant to items on the agenda.   

i) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 
ii) Non Pecuniary Interests 
iii) Dispensations 

 

 

3 Public Participation Session 
To receive questions and representations from members of the 

public. 
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4 Minutes of previous Town Council meetings 

To receive the Minutes of the meeting of Sandy Town Council held 
at 7.30pm on Monday 5 August 2019 and to approve them as a 

correct record of proceedings.  

 

 

5 Minutes of committees and recommendations therein 

To receive and note the minutes of the meetings of the following 
committees and sub-committees and (if applicable) to approve 

recommendations therein which do not arise elsewhere. 
 

i) Development Scrutiny Committee held on 12 August 2019 
and 2 September 2019 

 
ii) Community, Services and Environment Committee held on 

12 August 2019 
 

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that the Council offer to part 
fund repairs to a CBC owned bridge adjacent to The Riddy if 

this gives the work a higher priority and ensures its timely 

completion. 
 

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that Councillor surgeries 
would be held every 6 weeks in a local chemist in the 

winter months and at the Community Stand in the summer 
months. 

 
iii) Policy, Finance and Resources Committee held on 2 

September 2019 
 

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that the Council make a 
contribution of £2,000 towards the ongoing development 

and management of the Sandy Green Wheel for the next two 
financial years (2020/21 and 2021/22). 

 

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that the Financial Regulations 
be amended and adopted by the Council. 

 
iv) Human Resources Committee held on 9 September 2019 

 
RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that the Council continue with 

its current external Human Resources advisor for a further 
year.  
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6 Planning Application  

To consider planning application CB/19/02313/FULL Residential 
development of 37 dwellings including parking, access, landscaping 

and all associated ancillary works at the Sidings, Land East of 

Sandy Railway Station, Stratford Road, Sandy, SG19 2AA. 
 

 

 
 

 

7 Planning Application 
To consider planning application CB/19/02094/ FULL 

Demolition of existing single storey dining area and construction 
of new dining area with flats over at first floor level at Quince 

Court, Engayne Avenue, Sandy.  Total new build of 25 new one-
bedroom flats over two storeys. 

 

 
 

 

8 Appeal by Pigeon Land Ltd 

To note that the appeal hearing for CB/18/01674/OUT Land to the 
North of Sunderland Road is to begin on 1st October 2019. To 

consider whether representatives from Sandy Town Council will 
attend the hearing. 

 

 

9 Reports from Central Bedfordshire Councillors  
To receive reports from Sandy’s Central Bedfordshire Councillors. 

 

10 Action List 

To receive any updates and note the action list.  
 

 
 
Appendix I 

11 External Audit 
To receive the external auditors report for the 2018/19 financial 

year and agree an action plan for any areas raised within the 
auditor’s report.  

 

 
 
 
Appendix II 

12 Central Bedfordshire Council Benchmarking  

To receive a verbal update from the Town Clerk on Central 
Bedfordshire Council’s Market Town Benchmarking and consider 

the forum in which the results will be reported back.  
 

 
 

13 Festival for Older People 2019 
To receive and consider correspondence from the organisers of the 

2019 Festival for Older People.  

 
 
Appendix III 

14 Beeston Village Green Access 

To note a report on legal advice received from the National 

Association of Local Councils on access to properties over Village 
Greens.  
 

 

 

 
 
Appendix IV 
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15 Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Council’s AGM 

To confirm representatives to attend the Bedfordshire Association 
of Town and Parish Council’s to be held on Thursday 17th October 

2019.  
 

 
 
Appendix V 

16 National Association of Local Councils Conference 
To note that Cllr Martin Pettitt will attend the 2019 NALC 

conference in Milton Keynes as Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town 
Council. The Conference is to be held on 28th and 29th October 

2019.  
 

 
 
 
 

17 Central Bedfordshire Council Consultations  
To note the following consultations currently being carried out by 

Central Bedfordshire Council which may impact on Sandy.  
 

i) Public Space Protection Orders – Closes 2 December 2019 
ii) Sandy Sports and Community Centre – Closes 31 October 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix VI 
 
Appendix VII 

18 Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies 

No written reports received at time of issuing agenda.  

 

 

19 Mayor’s Engagements 

To note a list of recent Mayor’s civic engagements carried out since 
the last meeting of Council: 
 

Thursday 15 August 2019 - Deputy Mayor attending the opening 
of Busy Bee's Nursery's New Garden 

Saturday 17 August 2019 – Deputy Mayor attending the Sandy 
Show 

Friday 6 September 2019 - St Ives Quiz 
Saturday 7 September 2019 - Mayor & Deputy Mayor attending 

Rushden Proms in the Park 
Monday 9 September 2019 - Deputy Mayor attending Lord 

Lieutenant's Honours Recipients Gathering & Presentation 
 

 

20 News Release 

 

 

21 Chairman’s Items 

 

 
 

22 Date of Next Full Council Meeting: 28 October 2019  
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Town Council - Action list 
 

Subject Action to be taken Response/ 
Agenda no. Minute Action 

Meeting 9/11/15    

East West Rail Link (89-15/16) Town Council strongly support the 
East West rail link coming through 
Sandy and to lobby the relevant 
authorities. 

Town Council has 
responded to the 
First stage of the 
consultation. No 
further updates. 

Meeting 21/5/18    

A1 – Local Issues (19-18/19) To push for decisions on the 
future of the A1 and action on 
safety and environmental issues.  

Notes from a 
meeting with A. 
Burt (MP), SG19 
and HE previously 
circulated. Still 
awaiting notes and 
following up actions 
from A. Burt’s 
office. 

Meeting 17/12/18    

Sandye Place 
Academy 
 
 
 

(142-18/19) That the Town Council place on 
record its opposition to any future 
residential development on the 
site and all other aspects the site 
could be used for as highlighted 
in the Council’s Community Plan 
and that CBC Ward Councillors 
support the Council’s position.  
 

Correspondence 
issued to CBC’s Cllr 
Jamieson and Mr 
Carr seeking a 
meeting. No 
response received 
at time of issuing 
agenda.  
 
Community Plan 
group have agreed 
principles for STCs 
vision for the future 
of Sandye Place, 
which is being 
communicated to 
CBC’s Tony 
Keaveney. Meeting 
with Mr Keaveney 
requested. 
Response awaited.  
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SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 

DATE:   16 September 2019 

AUTHOR:   Town Clerk 

SUBJECT:  Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire   
Festival for Older People 

 

 
1. Summary 

 
1.1  Members are asked to consider the correspondence received from 

Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire and whether the Council wishes to provide 
any sponsorship towards the event.  

 
2. Correspondence  

 
August 2019 
Dear Mr Robson, 
  
Festival for Older People 2019 
  
Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire is excited to host this year’s Festival for Older 
People on Friday 4th October 2019 at The Rufus Centre, Flitwick, Bedfordshire. 
  
The Festival for Older People is an annual event, that provides statutory, voluntary 
and community organisations with the opportunity to exhibit advice and information 
about local services for older people, such as social care, health, housing, leisure 
activities, holistic services and much more.  
  
The Festival for Older People in 2018 featured over 45 exhibitors and attracted a 
large footfall with over 300 people visiting the event.  Entry is always free of charge 
and visitors are able to join in the entertainment and enjoy a complimentary lunch. 
The support of many organisations helps us to ensure the event achieves its aim of 
providing a ‘one stop shop’ for many older people seeking advice and information 
about their health, social care and housing needs.  
  
In order to be able to run this annual event, we rely on sponsors and donations to 
help with the running costs. Whether it be sponsorship of the overall event, 
contributions towards the transport costs, as we try to ensure that all who wish to 
attend are able to or donations in the form of goods towards the goodie bags we 
provide to all visitors, your contribution would be welcome.  
  
In 2018, we had visitors from Sandy and so I am writing to request your support as a 
sponsor of the 2019 ‘Festival for Older People’. We know that Sandy Town Council 
is committed to supporting their residents and this would directly benefit your older 
and vulnerable people in your community. By sponsoring this event it would highlight 
this, not only to them but to all visitors and dignitaries attending the event.  
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Your Town Council would be represented on our promotional material going forward, 
for our varying media campaigns promoting the event, which is widely advertised 
throughout Central Bedfordshire.  
  
Current sponsors for this year’s event include Flitwick and Shefford Town Council 
and East London Foundation Trust.  We would be delighted if you are able to 
sponsor the event, so please contact Dee Dillistone by email to: info@healthwatch-
centralbedfordshire.org.uk or call direct on 0300 303 8554.   
  
For more information about Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire please visit our 
website at www.healthwatchcentralbedfordshire.org.uk . If you need any further 
information about the event or sponsorship of this year’s Festival for Older People 
please do not hesitate to contact me direct, details below, or call 0300 303 8554.   
  
Kind regards, 
   
Diana Blackmun 
Chief Executive Officer 
  
Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire 

Capability House, Wrest Park, Silsoe, MK45 4HR 

Email: info@healthwatch-centralbedfordshire.org.uk 

Tel: 0300 303 8554 

www.healthwatch-centralbedfordshire.org.uk 

Registered Charity No: 1154627 Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire 

 

mailto:info@healthwatch-centralbedfordshire.org.uk
mailto:info@healthwatch-centralbedfordshire.org.uk
http://www.healthwatchcentralbedfordshire.org.uk/
mailto:info@healthwatch-centralbedfordshire.org.uk
https://healthwatch-centralbedfordshire.org.uk/
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SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 

DATE:   16 September 2019 

AUTHOR:   Town Clerk 

SUBJECT:  Village Green Legal Advice 
 
1. Summary 

 

1.1 The following report is intended for Members’ information. The advice, which 

has been provided by the National Association of Local Councils’ solicitors, 

relates to access across the Village Green. Further advice has been 

requested on wider protection of the Village Green and the Council’s powers; 

this will be brought back to the Council for consideration once received. The 

advice was sought following concerns over on-going protection of the Green. 

The advice provided to date is in relation to one specific site, which has seen 

an increase in the number of dwellings and uses of access across the Green.  

2. Legal Advice Received to Date 

2.1 Advice was issued to the Clerk by NALC on the subject of access across the 

Village Green to two specific new dwellings. Advice provided was based on 

case law, including Lutrell’s Case (1601) 4 Co Rep 86a, Jelbert V Davies 

(1986) and McAdam Homes Ltd v Robinson and Another (2004). 

2.2  NALC believes that the existing access does cover the new properties and 

that the access is to the land and not for a particular owner so that access 

rights will not change when the properties are sold. 

2.3 Once access over other people’s land has been used openly and without 

complaint for 20 years, it becomes a legal right. The access belongs to the 

land being accessed and includes access to all properties on the land 

including those built after the right of access was acquired. An exception to 

this would be if the use of the land having the right of access changes 

dramatically, such as turning an agricultural field into a caravan park. Adding 

a new dwelling to the existing dwelling on land would not be seen as a 

dramatic change of use. Both the test of a change in the nature of use of the 

land and a significant change in the level of use must be satisfied before 

access would be lost. NALC does not believe that two new residential 

properties would be accepted as a change in the nature of the use of the land.  

2.4 As definitive answers can only be given by a court, town councils could 

dispute access and take legal action against occupiers of new properties, but 

it would be risking a very substantial costs liability if it was unsuccessful, 

which NALC believes it would be. Alternatively, the Council could negotiate 

with landowners for agreed terms of access and documentation to provide 

certainty. As previously advised, the Council has no legal responsibility to 

maintain access ways to properties. Further advice will be provided once 

received.  





AGENDA ITEM 17  APPENDIX VI 
 

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 

DATE:   16 September 2019 

AUTHOR:   Town Clerk 

SUBJECT:  Central Bedfordshire Council – Public Space Protection 
Orders 

 
 
1. Summary 

 

1.1 Members are asked to note that the below consultation is currently being 
carried out and can complete the survey via central Bedfordshire Council’s 
Website. The link to the survey is published on the Town Council’s website 
and social media.  

 

2. Consultation  

 

Overview of public space protection orders consultation 

Consultation closes: Monday, 2 December 2019 

Along with the police, we can have specific powers to help tackle anti-social 
behaviour. These powers are provided through a public space protection order 
(PSPO). It can prohibit certain things (e.g. not taking dogs into kids’ play areas, not 
drinking alcohol in certain public areas) or require specific things to be done (e.g. 
bagging up and disposing of dog waste). 

A PSPO can deal with persistent and unreasonable nuisances and anti-social 
behaviour that has a detrimental effect on the quality of life for the local community in 
a particular area. A PSPO can help to make Central Bedfordshire a better and safer 
place to live. 

We already have orders in place to help with this, but we are reviewing these, and 
we want your views before we decide what changes to make. 

Legally, we must have evidence to show the need for the order. So, we have been 
talking to our town and parish councils to find out whether they feel that the existing 
orders are working, and whether they feel there are other locations which could also 
benefit from an order. 

PSPOs are usually welcomed by the community, as they are a way of stopping 
persistent problem behaviour. So, this consultation is also an opportunity for the 
public to tell us about any locations that they feel should also be added to the PSPO. 
The feedback we receive during this consultation can form part of the evidence we 
need to implement an order and keep Central Bedfordshire a great place to live and 
work. 
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SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 

DATE:   16 September 2019 

AUTHOR:   Town Clerk 

SUBJECT:  Central Bedfordshire Council – Sandy Sports Centre User 
Consultation 

 
1. Summary 

 

1.1 Members are asked to note that the below user consultation is currently being 
carried out and users can complete the survey via Central Bedfordshire 
Council’s website. The link to the survey is published on the Town Council’s 
website and social media.  

 

2. Background to Consultation  

2.1 CBC are currently piloting some changes to their leisure services in Sandy 
Secondary School. The pilot is to run until the end of October 2019. As you 
are aware, CBC operate shared use of the site, which encompasses both their 
maintained school and community leisure facilities run on their behalf by 
Stevenage Leisure Ltd (SLL).  

2.2 The consultation states that CBC are piloting some changes to the timetable 
of activities, times and rooms for some of the leisure centre services we hold 
in Sandy Secondary School. 

The proposal is to: 

• reduce the use of the dining areas, and make more use of alternative space in 

the school instead, although this would not affect Table Tennis (which will 

continue to be held in room DA2) 

• make some changes to dates and/or times of timetabled workout activities. 

These changes will be minimal, and every effort will be made to maintain the 

full range of activities within the centre 

They will use feedback from users to better understand any effects on 
customers, and to guide our future decisions. 

2.3 The Consultation states that the school has expanded rapidly in recent years 

and we have been asked to test using different rooms for our leisure services, 

to enable them to better accommodate their increased pupil numbers. The 

changes only affect some classes held on Mondays, Tuesday and 

Wednesdays. There are no changes being proposed to the health and fitness 

suite.  All other classes remain at the same time and venue.  

Feedback on the changes to the timetable (for classes on Monday, Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays) during this 3-month period is required by 31st October 

2019.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… on rules about walking your 
dog and drinking alcohol in 
public places 

 



 

 

Public space protection orders  

1. Overview 
 
The Council and Police can have specific powers to help tackle anti-social behaviour. These 
powers are provided through a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO). It can prohibit certain 
things (e.g. not taking dogs into kids’ play areas, not drinking alcohol in certain public areas) or 
require specific things to be done (e.g. bagging up and disposing of dog waste).  
 
A PSPO can deal with persistent and unreasonable nuisances and anti-social behaviour that has 
a detrimental effect on the quality of life for the local community in a particular area. A PSPO can 
help to make Central Bedfordshire a better and safer place to live. 
 
The Council already has Orders in place to help with this, but we are reviewing these, and we 
want your views before we decide what changes to make. 
 
Legally, we must have evidence to show the need for the Order. So, we have been talking to our 
town and parish councils to find out whether they feel that the existing Orders are working, and 
whether they feel there are other locations which could also benefit from an Order.  
 
PSPOs are usually welcomed by the community, as they are a way of stopping persistent 
problem behaviour. So, this consultation is also an opportunity for the public to tell us about any 
locations that they feel should also be added to the PSPO. The feedback we receive during this 
consultation can form part of the evidence we need to implement an Order and keep Central 
Bedfordshire a great place to live and work.  

2. What changes are we proposing?  

 
A. Dog Control Orders 
 
Central Bedfordshire currently uses Dog Control Orders to:  
 

• cut down on dog fouling 

• restrict dogs from such places as children’s playgrounds and  

• ensure dogs are kept on leads in sensitive areas (e.g. cemeteries and gardens of 
remembrance, picnic sites, sports pitches, car parks, or wildlife areas at specific 
locations). 

 
More information about the current Dog Control Orders is provided below but full details of the 
current Dog Control Orders and maps are available on our website.  
 
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/43/community_safety/152/dog_control_orders 
 

i) Dogs on leads 
 

Based on the feedback we have already received; we are only proposing one minor change to 
this Order. 
 
This change is to remove the requirement that dogs are kept on leads near sports pitches. The 
wording of the current Order prevents dogs being off a lead in a park which contains a sports 
pitch which the Council believes is too onerous. Dogs will not be allowed to foul on sports pitches 
under the new Order, however dogs will be allowed off leads in a park in which a sports pitch is 
present. 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/43/community_safety/152/dog_control_orders
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/43/community_safety/152/dog_control_orders
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/43/community_safety/152/dog_control_orders
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/43/community_safety/152/dog_control_orders
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/43/community_safety/152/dog_control_orders
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/43/community_safety/152/dog_control_orders


 

 

 
The rest of the Order remains the same. Dogs must keep on a lead (maximum of 2.0 metres 
long) in specified areas such as cemeteries, A and B roads and their pavements and verges. It 
also applies to some car parks, picnic sites and sensitive areas. 

 
ii) Dog fouling  

We are proposing that this Order remains the same. 

If a dog defecates, the person in charge of the dog must immediately remove the faeces. 
Support/guide dogs are excluded. 

iii) Dog exclusion zones 

We are proposing that this Order remains the same. 

The Order would prevent dogs from entering specified areas, such as children’s play areas, 
sports and games areas, and specific areas of Rushmere Country Park, unless they are service 
or support/guide dogs. Clear signs will be in these locations.  

iv) Dogs on lead by direction  

We are proposing that this Order remains the same. 

A person in charge of a dog (on land covered by the Order) must put and keep that dog on a lead 
when asked to do so by a council officer (if needed), to prevent nuisance behaviour by the dog 
that could annoy or disturb a person, bird or other animal. 

B. Alcohol in public areas 

This Order gives the police and specific council officers additional powers to tackle on-street 
drinking where it is having a negative impact on the area.  

The Order is not a ban on drinking alcohol in public, but it gives the council and police the power 
to ask people who are drinking in public in selected places to stop if there is a problem, or to 
handover their alcohol.  

We currently have an Order in place covering public drinking in fourteen locations in Central 
Bedfordshire (i.e. Ampthill, Arlesey, Biggleswade, Barton-Le-Clay, Caddington, Dunstable, 
Flitwick, Houghton Regis, Hockliffe, Kensworth, Leighton Buzzard, Toddington, Sandy and 
Shefford). 

We can only have a PSPO where there is evidence that they are needed. The evidence we’ve 
gathered so far suggests that we do not have significant alcohol-related issues in the following 
areas, so our proposal is to remove the existing alcohol Orders in the following locations: 

 
1. Ampthill 

2. Barton-Le- Clay 

3. Caddington 

4. Flitwick 

5. Hockliffe 

6. Kensworth 

7. Toddington 

However, we do have evidence that there are issues in some other areas. So, we are suggesting 
including the following locations in the areas where we can restrict public drinking, if necessary:  
 

• Biggleswade – Church Street and High Street  



 

 

• Dunstable – High Street North, High Street South, Court Drive skate park, Eleanor’s 
Cross, Grove Gardens, Priory Gardens, The Square – Ashton Square, Newton 
Recreation Ground, Mentmore Recreation Ground, Dunstable Cemetery, Luton 
Recreation Ground, Bennett Memorial Recreation Ground and Priory Churchyard 

• Houghton Regis – Bedford Square and Tithe Farm Road 

• Leighton Buzzard – High Street, Lake Street and Market Square 

• Shefford – High Street and Old Bridge Way 

• Arlesey – Blue Lagoon area 

• Sandy – Bedford Road Recreation Ground, Sunderland Road Recreation Ground, 
Fallowfield Recreation Ground and the Market Square  

• Beeston – The Green and The Limes 

3. How to have your say  
 
The consultation is open from Monday 9 September 2019 until Monday 2 December 2019. 

You can have your say by answering a questionnaire on our website at 

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations or you can pick up a paper copy from your 

local library.  

4. What happens after this consultation? 
 
The results of the consultation will be considered by Overview & Scrutiny Committee in March 
2020 and a final decision will be made by the Executive in April 2020.  
 
All relevant signage will be in place for the proposed new areas and the new Orders will be 
actively enforced by June 2020. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations


 

 

 
 

 

 

A great place to live and work 
 
 

 
 

 

Contact us…  

By telephone: 0300 300 8301 
by email: consultations@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
on the web: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations 
Write to Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House,  
Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire SG17 5TQ 
 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
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